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📖 Introduction
Welcome to Rooted in Humility, a transformative 21-day Bible study
designed specifically for men navigating the challenges of spiritual pride in
ministry. Ministry leadership offers incredible opportunities to serve,
influence, and shepherd others; however, it also carries the subtle risk of pride
taking root in our hearts. Spiritual pride is often not loud or brash—it quietly
creeps into our attitudes and decisions, masking dependence on God with
self-reliance and a desire for recognition.

This study is created to help you identify these subtle forms of pride, confront
them openly, and surrender afresh to God’s leading. Throughout these 21
days, we'll explore Scripture passages that highlight the value of humility, the
dangers of self-exaltation, and the beauty of depending wholly on God's
grace and wisdom.

Each day offers a focused devotional to unpack biblical truths, accompanied
by reflection questions to encourage deep personal engagement. You’ll also
find journaling prompts to help process your journey with God honestly, and
a daily prayer to invite God's Spirit to heal and guide your heart.

As you commit to this study, remember: humility is not weakness but
strength under control, and dependence on God is the foundation for
effective and lasting ministry. May this time draw you closer to Christ, renew
your heart’s posture, and empower you to lead with integrity and grace. Let’s
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begin this journey of transformation together, inviting God’s Spirit to guide
every step.
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Day 1: 🌿 Recognizing Spiritual Pride
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Your Verse
Proverbs 16:18 - "Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall."

Supporting Scriptures
James 4:6 - "But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.’"
Luke 18:14 - "For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted."

Day 1: 🌿 Recognizing Spiritual Pride
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Devotional: Seeing Pride to Seek Grace
Spiritual pride can be sneaky. It often masquerades as genuine confidence or
zeal for ministry, but beneath the surface, it elevates our own abilities above
God’s grace. Proverbs 16:18 warns us clearly that pride sets us on a path
toward destruction. When we begin to trust in our skills, accolades, or status,
we drift from the foundation of humility God desires in leaders.

Identifying pride is the first step to uprooting it. Reflect honestly: Are there
moments when you attribute ministry success more to your gifts than God’s
provision? Do you find it hard to receive correction or admit mistakes? These
are signs pride may be influencing your heart. Don’t be discouraged—God
offers abundant grace to those who humbly seek Him.

Remember James 4:6, which reminds us that God resists the proud but gives
grace to the humble. This grace isn’t about weakness but power under God’s
control. Our goal this week is to renew dependence on God’s mercy and reject
any subtle haughtiness that can undermine our calling.

Day 1: 🌿 Recognizing Spiritual Pride
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Reflect and Apply
�. What subtle signs of pride have you noticed in your approach to ministry?

�. How does understanding that God opposes the proud challenge your
current mindset?

�. In what situations might you be unintentionally relying on your own
strength instead of God’s?

Day 1: 🌿 Recognizing Spiritual Pride
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write down moments in ministry recently where pride influenced your

decisions or attitude.

�. Describe how it feels to be fully dependent on God rather than your own
abilities.

�. Set a personal goal for this week related to embracing humility in
leadership.

Day 1: 🌿 Recognizing Spiritual Pride
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Prayer for Today
Father, today I ask You to reveal any pride hidden in my heart, especially in
my ministry. Help me to see myself as You see me—with grace and honest
humility. Teach me to lean on Your strength, to value Your wisdom above my
own, and to lead not for my glory but for Yours. Fill me with humility, and
guard me from the subtle snares of self-exaltation. May my heart be quick to
repent and eager to depend entirely on You. In Jesus' name, Amen.

🙏🍃📖🙏

Day 1: 🌿 Recognizing Spiritual Pride
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Day 2: 🛡  Humility as Strength in Leadership

Rooted in Humility: A 21-Day Journey for Men in Ministry Page 12 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Your Verse
Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others."

Supporting Scriptures
1 Peter 5:5 - "All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one
another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the
humble.’"
Matthew 23:12 - "For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted."

Day 2: 🛡  Humility as Strength in Leadership
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Devotional: Leadership Rooted in Humility
Leadership in ministry is a sacred privilege but also a profound responsibility.
Philippians 2:3-4 teaches us that true leadership flourishes not through
selfish ambition but rooted in humility. This counters the common cultural
idea that leaders must be self-promoting or assert dominance.

Valuing others above ourselves requires a daily choice to set aside ego and
pride. When we focus on the needs and growth of those we serve rather than
our own advancement, humility becomes a source of strength that widens
our impact.

Peter’s encouragement to clothe ourselves with humility reminds us that
humility isn’t passive or weak but an intentional way of living and leading.
Scripture consistently shows that God favors the humble and opposes pride.
When pride surfaces, it clouds our judgment and damages relationships.
Conversely, humility opens the door for God’s power to work through us.

Consider how adopting humility today might change your interactions,
decisions, and prayers. This mindset doesn’t mean downplaying your gifts
but aligning them under God’s purpose and grace.

Day 2: 🛡  Humility as Strength in Leadership
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Reflect and Apply
�. How can treating others' interests above your own transform your

ministry relationships?

�. In what ways can pride undermine your effectiveness as a leader?

�. What habits can you develop to intentionally ‘clothe yourself with
humility’?

Day 2: 🛡  Humility as Strength in Leadership
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on a time when humility in leadership changed a situation for

good.

�. List areas where selfish ambition might be present in your ministry.

�. Create a daily reminder or prayer focusing on humility to begin each day.

Day 2: 🛡  Humility as Strength in Leadership
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Prayer for Today
Lord, teach me to lead with a humble heart. Help me place others’ needs
above my own desires, and to reject selfish ambition. May my leadership
bring glory to You and encouragement to those I serve. Help me model
Christ’s humility that leads to exaltation in Your kingdom. Strengthen me to
live out these truths daily. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

🙏💪💪🙏

Day 2: 🛡  Humility as Strength in Leadership
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Day 3: 💧 Dependence on God’s Strength
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Your Verse
2 Corinthians 12:9 - "But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me."

Supporting Scriptures
John 15:5 - "I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing."
Psalm 73:26 - "My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of
my heart and my portion forever."

Day 3: 💧 Dependence on God’s Strength
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Devotional: Power Perfected in Weakness
True humility recognizes our limitations and God’s limitless power. Paul’s
words in 2 Corinthians 12:9 show how embracing weakness invites Christ’s
strength into our lives and ministries. Instead of boasting in achievements or
abilities, acknowledging our need for God’s grace transforms us.

Ministry leaders often feel pressure to appear strong and capable, but
Scripture reminds us that this pressure can create pride. We are called to
depend on God’s strength, trusting that in our weakness His power is
revealed most vividly.

Jesus’ analogy of the vine and branches illustrates this dependence
beautifully. Apart from Him, we can accomplish nothing lasting or
meaningful. When we partner with God in humility, bearing fruit becomes a
natural byproduct.

Reflect on your current reliance on God. Are there areas where you struggle to
trust His power over your own? Today, invite God to fill your weaknesses and
refresh your spirit.

Day 3: 💧 Dependence on God’s Strength
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you respond when ministry feels overwhelming or beyond your

strength?

�. What prevents you from fully relying on God’s grace in difficult seasons?

�. How does recognizing your weakness open space for God’s power?

Day 3: 💧 Dependence on God’s Strength
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time God’s strength was evident through your weakness.

�. List ways you can intentionally depend on God daily in leadership.

�. Pray for the humility to accept God’s power as your true source of
strength.

Day 3: 💧 Dependence on God’s Strength
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Prayer for Today
Lord, remind me today that Your grace is enough, and Your power shines
brightest in my weakness. Help me to surrender my pride and lean into You
fully. Teach me to celebrate my need for You, so Christ’s strength will rest on
me and flow through my ministry. Keep my heart humble and my spirit
willing. In Jesus' name, Amen.

🙏💪🙌💛

Day 3: 💧 Dependence on God’s Strength
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Day 4: 🕊  The Heart of Servant Leadership
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Your Verse
Mark 10:43-45 - "Whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many."

Supporting Scriptures
John 13:14-15 - "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example
that you should do as I have done for you."
1 Corinthians 9:19 - "Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible."

Day 4: 🕊  The Heart of Servant Leadership
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Devotional: Leading by Serving Others
Spiritual pride often tempts leaders to grasp for status or control, but Jesus
showed a radically different way. In Mark 10:43-45, He teaches that greatness
in God’s kingdom is found in humble service, even to the point of sacrifice.

Servant leadership requires a posture of humility and a heart focused on
others’ needs. Washing feet, serving those considered lowly or forgotten, and
laying down our rights reflect the character of Christ. This counters the
human tendency to seek elevation and recognition.

Paul’s example of becoming a ‘slave to everyone’ highlights the intentional
relinquishing of prideful entitlement for the sake of ministry success rooted
in love and generosity.

Evaluate your own leadership: are you willing to serve in ways that diminish
personal status in order to uplift others and glorify God?

Day 4: 🕊  The Heart of Servant Leadership
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Reflect and Apply
�. Where in your leadership might pride be hindering a servant’s heart?

�. How can you practically ‘wash feet’ or serve those under your care this
week?

�. What does Jesus’ example teach about humility and sacrifice?

Day 4: 🕊  The Heart of Servant Leadership
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when serving others deepened your faith.

�. List ways you can adopt a more servant-like attitude in ministry.

�. Pray for a heart sensitive to the needs of those you lead.

Day 4: 🕊  The Heart of Servant Leadership
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Prayer for Today
Jesus, You are the ultimate example of servant leadership. Shape my heart to
serve others selflessly and humbly, setting aside pride and desires for
recognition. Help me to imitate Your love by placing the needs of others first,
even when it costs me. Keep me grounded in Your example, that my ministry
honors You alone. Amen.

🙏💪💗🙏

Day 4: 🕊  The Heart of Servant Leadership
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Day 5: 🔍 Examining Motives in Ministry
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Your Verse
1 Corinthians 10:31 - "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all
for the glory of God."

Supporting Scriptures
Matthew 6:1 - "Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of
others to be seen by them."
Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters."

Day 5: 🔍 Examining Motives in Ministry
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Devotional: Purifying Your Ministry Motives
Motives reveal the true condition of the heart. Ministry, by its nature, offers
opportunities to glorify God, but it also presents openings for pride to sneak
in through misplaced intentions. 1 Corinthians 10:31 calls us to consider
whether our actions honor God above all else.

Jesus warns about doing good deeds to be seen by others (Matthew 6:1), a
common trap for leaders who may crave approval or status instead of seeking
God's approval. Colossians reminds us to work wholeheartedly as if serving
the Lord, not people.

Take time today to honestly examine your motives in ministry. Are you
leading to exalt God or build personal reputation? Understanding these
motivations is crucial for humility and alignment with God’s purposes.

Day 5: 🔍 Examining Motives in Ministry
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Reflect and Apply
�. What motivations currently drive your ministry efforts?

�. How can you guard against seeking approval from people rather than
God?

�. In what ways can you refocus your heart to glorify God in all you do?

Day 5: 🔍 Examining Motives in Ministry
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about moments when your motives may have drifted from God’s

glory.

�. List practical steps to ensure your ministry honors God first.

�. Pray for clarity and honesty regarding your heart's intentions.

Day 5: 🔍 Examining Motives in Ministry
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Prayer for Today
Father, reveal the true motives behind my ministry actions. Cleanse my heart
from any desire for personal glory or approval from others. Help me to serve
wholeheartedly for Your glory alone, trusting that Your approval is enough.
Keep me humble and focused on Your Kingdom work. Amen.

🙏💫✨💪🙏

Day 5: 🔍 Examining Motives in Ministry
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Day 6: 🌱 Cultivating a Teachable Spirit
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Your Verse
Proverbs 9:9 - "Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the
righteous and they will add to their learning."

Supporting Scriptures
James 1:19-21 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to become angry… get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent."
Psalm 25:9 - "He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his
way."

Day 6: 🌱 Cultivating a Teachable Spirit
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Devotional: Embracing Growth Through Humility
One of the best defenses against spiritual pride is a teachable spirit. Wise men
embrace correction and learn continually, recognizing they do not have all the
answers. Proverbs 9:9 encourages the wise to add to their learning.

James reminds us to be quick to listen and slow to speak, which is vital for
humility and growth. Anger or defensiveness often signal prideful resistance
to learning. Psalm 25:9 promises that God guides the humble, teaching them
His way.

Today, reflect on your openness to teaching and correction. Are you
welcoming God's instruction through His Word, others, or life's
circumstances? Cultivating a teachable heart allows humbling growth and
continual dependence on God’s wisdom rather than prideful self-reliance.

Day 6: 🌱 Cultivating a Teachable Spirit
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you respond when corrected or challenged in ministry?

�. What attitudes prevent you from being truly teachable?

�. How can you cultivate greater openness to God’s instruction in daily life?

Day 6: 🌱 Cultivating a Teachable Spirit
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Journaling Prompts
�. Recall a recent correction you received—how did you respond

emotionally and spiritually?

�. Identify ways you can practice listening more intentionally to God and
others.

�. Pray for a soft heart that welcomes teaching regardless of source.

Day 6: 🌱 Cultivating a Teachable Spirit
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Prayer for Today
Lord, grant me a teachable spirit. Help me to listen more and speak less,
receiving correction with grace. Remove any stubbornness or pride that
resists Your instruction. Guide me in Your ways and make me wise through
humble learning. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

🙏📚🔔🙏

Day 6: 🌱 Cultivating a Teachable Spirit
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Day 7: 🔥 Fire-tested Faith: Humble
Endurance
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Your Verse
James 1:2-4 - "Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kinds... Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything."

Supporting Scriptures
1 Peter 5:6 - "Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand,
that he may lift you up in due time."
Romans 5:3-4 - "Suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope."

Day 7: 🔥 Fire-tested Faith: Humble Endurance
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Devotional: Growth Through Trials and Humility
Ministry often brings testing and challenges that can tempt pride or
discouragement. James encourages us to consider trials as opportunities for
growth, producing maturity through endurance. This perspective requires
humility—admitting we do not control every outcome but trust God’s
refining hand.

Peter calls us to humble ourselves under God’s mighty hand, trusting He will
lift us at the right time. Romans teaches how suffering shapes character and
hope through perseverance.

Today, reflect on your response to ministry trials. Are you leaning on pride
and self-reliance or humbly depending on God’s refining work? Embrace the
fires of testing as pathways to deeper humility and strength.

Day 7: 🔥 Fire-tested Faith: Humble Endurance
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Reflect and Apply
�. How have trials tested your humility in ministry?

�. Do you find it easier to rely on your own strength or God’s during
difficulties?

�. What can you learn from trials that leads to greater dependence on God?

Day 7: 🔥 Fire-tested Faith: Humble Endurance
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a specific trial that strengthened your faith and humility.

�. List ways to remind yourself of God’s sovereignty during tough times.

�. Pray for joy and perseverance in upcoming challenges.

Day 7: 🔥 Fire-tested Faith: Humble Endurance
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Prayer for Today
Father, help me to embrace trials with a humble and joyful heart. Teach me to
persevere and trust that You are shaping my character and hope through
tests. Keep me dependent on Your timing and strength, not my own. May I
grow into maturity and completeness by Your grace. Amen.

🙏🔥💪🙏

Day 7: 🔥 Fire-tested Faith: Humble Endurance
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Day 8: ⛓  Breaking the Chains of Comparison
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Your Verse
Galatians 6:4-5 - "Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take
pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else,
for each one should carry their own load."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Corinthians 10:12 - "We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves
with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves
by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not
wise."
Romans 12:3 - "Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but
rather think of yourself with sober judgment."
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Devotional: Freedom from Comparison’s Trap
Comparison is a subtle gateway to pride or discouragement in ministry.
Galatians reminds us to focus on our own actions and burdens without
unhealthy comparisons. When we compare ourselves either to exalt ourselves
or feel inferior, pride or insecurity take root.

Paul warns that comparing ourselves to others is unwise, leading to false
pride or judgment. A sober assessment of ourselves—acknowledging
strengths and weaknesses—is part of humility.

Today, examine your ministry relationships and self-evaluation. Are you
comparing yourself in ways that feed pride or steal joy? Choose to carry your
own load diligently and humbly.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does comparison affect your view of yourself and your ministry?

�. In what ways can sober self-assessment foster humility rather than
pride?

�. What practical steps can you take to avoid unhealthy comparisons?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when comparison either lifted or diminished your

spirit.

�. List personal ministry strengths and areas for growth honestly.

�. Pray for contentment and clarity in your unique calling.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, free me from the chains of unhealthy comparison. Help me to evaluate
myself with honest humility and focus on the calling You have given me.
Teach me to carry my load faithfully, celebrating others without envy or pride.
May I find joy and purpose in Your plan. Amen.

🙏💪💼🙏
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Day 9: 📝 Integrity in Words and Actions
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Your Verse
Psalm 15:2-3 - "The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is
righteous, who speaks the truth from their heart; whose tongue utters no
slander."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 11:3 - "The integrity of the upright guides them, but the
unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity."
Ephesians 4:25 - "Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and
speak truthfully to your neighbor."
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Devotional: Walking Humbly with Integrity
Humility and integrity walk hand in hand. Psalm 15 describes the righteous
person as one who acts justly and speaks truthfully. In ministry, integrity in
words and deeds is essential to ward off pride and earn genuine trust.

Proverbs emphasizes integrity as a guide, while duplicity breeds destruction.
Ephesians calls us to put aside falsehood and embrace truthful
communication.

Reflect today on your integrity in ministry. Do your words align with your
heart and actions? Are there areas where pride tempts compromise? Pray for
consistency that honors God and builds trust.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How important is integrity in maintaining humility within leadership?

�. Are there discrepancies between your words and actions?

�. How can truthfulness reflect dependence on God rather than self-
promotion?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Identify any areas where integrity may be compromised.

�. Write about how truthfulness has impacted your ministry relationships.

�. Pray for God’s help to maintain integrity amid pressures.
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Prayer for Today
God, grant me integrity in every word and action. Help me to speak truth
from the heart and live in a way that reflects Your righteousness. Guard me
from prideful compromises and teach me humility through honest living.
May my life be a testimony of Your grace. Amen.

🙏📝💡🙏
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Day 10: 🌾 Sowing for Eternal Impact
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Your Verse
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 - "I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been
making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God, who makes things grow."

Supporting Scriptures
John 3:30 - "He must become greater; I must become less."
Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens."
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Devotional: Faithful Sowing with Humble Trust
Ministry is a partnership where God is the ultimate cultivator. Paul reminds
us that neither planting nor watering, symbols of leadership roles, is what
brings growth; only God causes it.

This truth humbles leaders by shifting focus away from personal
achievement toward faithful service in God’s timing and power. John the
Baptist’s words show the heart posture—Christ’s increase, our decrease.

Today, reflect on where you might be striving for visible results rather than
trusting God’s growth process. Embrace patience and faithfulness in sowing
seeds for eternal purposes.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How often do you find yourself measuring success by visible results?

�. What hinders you from trusting God’s timing and power in your
ministry?

�. How can embracing ‘I must become less’ shape your leadership attitude?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a ministry season of patient waiting and trust.

�. List ways to remind yourself daily that growth is God’s work.

�. Pray for faithfulness in your role regardless of immediate fruit.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, remind me that You alone cause growth in ministry. Teach me to plant
and water with humility, trusting Your perfect timing and power. Help me
embrace 'He must become greater; I must become less' in all I do. Strengthen
my faithfulness and patience. Amen.

🙏🌱🙌💗
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Day 11: 🗣  Humble Communication
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Your Verse
Ephesians 4:29 - "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,
but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 15:1 - "A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs
up anger."
James 3:13 - "Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show
it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from
wisdom."
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Devotional: Words Reflecting Humble Wisdom
Words have tremendous power to build up or tear down, reflecting the
condition of our hearts. Ephesians urges us to speak in ways that encourage
and meet others’ needs. Leaders must guard prideful or harsh speech that
damages relationships and hinders ministry.

Proverbs emphasizes the power of gentle answers to defuse conflict, while
James connects wisdom with humility demonstrated in actions and speech.

Consider your communication style: Do your words reflect humility and
wisdom? Are you quick to speak or slow to listen? Strive to cultivate speech
that honors God and builds community.

Day 11: 🗣  Humble Communication

Rooted in Humility: A 21-Day Journey for Men in Ministry Page 68 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Reflect and Apply
�. How does your communication either promote humility or reveal pride?

�. What impact do your words have on those you lead and serve?

�. How can you cultivate gentleness and wisdom in speech daily?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Recall a time when your words helped defuse a difficult situation.

�. Identify speech patterns that may need changing to align with humility.

�. Pray for grace to speak wisely and kindly in ministry contexts.
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Prayer for Today
Father, guide my words to be encouraging and wise. Help me communicate
with humility and love, building up others rather than tearing down. Teach
me to be slow to speak and quick to listen. May my speech reflect Your grace.
Amen.

🙏💬📝🙏
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Day 12: 🛤  Walking in Obedience, Not
Recognition
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Your Verse
Galatians 1:10 - "Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of
God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I
would not be a servant of Christ."

Supporting Scriptures
Colossians 3:17 - "Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him."
Matthew 6:33 - "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well."
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Devotional: Obedience Over Approval
Leaders can easily fall into the trap of seeking human approval over God’s.
Paul’s honest question in Galatians shows the heart struggle between
pleasing people and obeying Christ.

Colossians reminds us to do everything in Jesus’ name with gratitude, not for
applause. Matthew calls us to prioritize God’s kingdom above all else.

Reflect honestly: Are your choices and leadership driven more by others’
opinions or God’s calling? Walking in obedience means relinquishing the
desire for recognition and focusing on faithfulness to God alone.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Do you find yourself motivated more by people’s approval or God’s

calling?

�. How does seeking recognition affect your humility and ministry
effectiveness?

�. What does obedience look like in your day-to-day ministry context?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when choosing obedience over approval was difficult.

�. List practical ways to keep God’s approval as your ultimate goal.

�. Pray for strength to resist people-pleasing tendencies.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, help me to prioritize Your approval above all else. Teach me to obey You
faithfully without seeking human praise. Keep my heart focused on Your
kingdom and righteousness first. Strengthen me to walk humbly and
obediently as Your servant. Amen.

🙏🙏💪💯
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Day 13: 🕯  Light Reflecting Christ
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Your Verse
Matthew 5:14-16 - "You are the light of the world... let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."

Supporting Scriptures
Philippians 2:15 - "...so that you may become blameless and pure,
children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation."
Isaiah 60:1 - "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord rises upon you."
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Devotional: Shining Light with Humble Hearts
As ministry leaders, we are called to be lights in a dark world. Jesus
encourages us to let our good deeds shine to point others to God’s glory, not
our own.

Philippians describes this light as blameless and pure, standing out in a
broken culture. Isaiah prophesies a radiant light reflecting God’s glory.

Today, examine whether your actions reflect Christ’s light humbly or draw
attention to yourself. Genuine humility shines brightest when it turns glory
fully to God.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does humility affect the way your light shines to others?

�. Are your good deeds pointing people to God or to yourself?

�. What steps can you take to ensure Christ’s glory is central in your
ministry?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a ministry moment that brought glory to God through

humble service.

�. List ways to reflect Christ’s light more clearly in daily leadership.

�. Pray for a heart that loves to glorify God above recognition.
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Prayer for Today
Jesus, help me be a light that points to You, not myself. May my deeds glorify
the Father and reflect Your purity and love. Keep my heart humble so Your
glory shines undimmed through my life. Teach me to lead with grace and
shine with Your radiance. Amen.

🙏🔆🌟🙏
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Day 14: ⚖ Balancing Confidence and
Humility
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Your Verse
2 Timothy 1:7 - "For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives
us power, love and self-discipline."

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 131:2 - "But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned
child with its mother; like a weaned child I am content."
Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding."
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Devotional: Confident Yet Humble Leadership
There is a healthy balance between confidence and humility. God’s Spirit
empowers us with strength, love, and self-control—not timidity or arrogance.

Psalm 131 paints a picture of quiet contentment and trust, which contrasts
with prideful striving. Proverbs calls us to fully trust God rather than our own
understanding.

Strive for confident humility—bold faith grounded in dependence on God.
This balance guards against spiritual pride while empowering effective
ministry.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you balance confidence and humility in your ministry role?

�. In what ways can pride distort your confidence?

�. How does trusting God reshape your leadership posture?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on a moment when God’s power helped you lead with humility.

�. Write about ways to practice calm and trust in leadership challenges.

�. Pray for the Spirit’s guidance to develop balanced confidence.
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Prayer for Today
Father, help me walk in confident humility. Fill me with Your Spirit’s power,
love, and self-discipline. Teach me to trust You completely and resist prideful
arrogance. May my leadership reflect Your strength and grace. Amen.

🙏💪❤🙏
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Day 15: 🏛  Servanthood Over Status
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Your Verse
Luke 22:26 - "But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you
should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves."

Supporting Scriptures
Matthew 20:26 - "...whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant."
Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another
above yourselves."
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Devotional: Choosing Service Over Status
Ministry is not about status or hierarchy, but about servanthood. Jesus calls
leaders away from worldly ideas of greatness toward serving others selflessly.

Serving like the 'youngest' or 'least' flips human ambition on its head.
Romans encourages honoring others above ourselves, a hallmark of humility.

Reflect on whether you pursue status or meaning through serving. Embrace
the freedom of leading through humble service.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do ambitions for status affect your ministry choices?

�. What does servant leadership look like in your current role?

�. How can honoring others deepen your humility?

Day 15: 🏛  Servanthood Over Status

Rooted in Humility: A 21-Day Journey for Men in Ministry Page 93 of 131

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when serving others shifted your perspective on

leadership.

�. List practical ways to honor team members sincerely.

�. Pray for a servant’s heart that seeks to glorify God.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, teach me to value servanthood more than status. Help me lead by
honoring and loving others above myself. Guide me away from prideful
ambitions toward humble service that reflects Your heart. Amen.

🙏👤🤝🙏
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Day 16: 🛐 Dependence in Prayer
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Your Verse
Philippians 4:6 - "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."

Supporting Scriptures
1 Thessalonians 5:17 - "Pray without ceasing."
Matthew 26:41 - "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation."
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Devotional: Prayer: Our Dependency Expressed
Prayer is the lifeline of humble dependence on God. By committing every
concern to Him, we acknowledge our limitations and His sovereignty.

Paul encourages constant prayer with thanksgiving, while Jesus warns that
prayer guards against temptation, including pride.

Today, renew your commitment to prayer as your primary ministry tool and
defense against pride.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How consistent is your prayer life as a reflection of dependence on God?

�. In what ways can prayer protect you from spiritual pride?

�. What changes can you make to deepen your conversation with God?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about recent prayer experiences that strengthened your faith.

�. List prayer topics related to humility and leadership.

�. Pray for a revived passion to engage God in all things.
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Prayer for Today
Father, draw me closer through prayer. Teach me to depend on You fully,
bringing every worry and decision before You with thanksgiving. Guard me
from pride through constant communion with Your Spirit. May prayer shape
my heart daily. Amen.

🙏📝🙏💗
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Day 17: 🎯 Focusing on God’s Purpose
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Your Verse
Romans 8:28 - "And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose."

Supporting Scriptures
Ephesians 2:10 - "For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works."
Isaiah 55:8-9 - "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways," declares the Lord."
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Devotional: Aligning with God’s Divine Purpose
Keeping focus on God's purpose shields us from pride and distraction.
Romans reminds us that God works everything for good, even difficult
circumstances.

We are His workmanship, designed for good works. Isaiah challenges us to
trust His higher ways rather than our limited understanding.

Reflect on whether your ministry goals align with God’s eternal purpose
rather than personal ambition.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How clearly do you sense God’s purpose for your ministry?

�. In what areas might your ambitions conflict with God’s plans?

�. How can trusting God’s ways deepen humility?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about God’s calling and purpose for your leadership.

�. List any distractions or ambitions that compete with this purpose.

�. Pray for clarity and commitment to God’s perfect will.
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Prayer for Today
God, align my heart with Your divine purpose. Help me trust Your ways
beyond my understanding and focus on the good works You have prepared.
Root out pride that seeks personal goals over Your glory. May I walk humbly
in Your perfect will. Amen.

🙏💪💪🙏
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Day 18: 💡 Wisdom from God Alone
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Your Verse
James 3:17 - "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere."

Supporting Scriptures
Proverbs 2:6 - "For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding."
Colossians 1:9 - "...asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives."
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Devotional: Pursuing God’s Humble Wisdom
God’s wisdom is the antidote to prideful leadership. James describes heavenly
wisdom as pure, humble, and peace-loving.

Proverbs reminds us that wisdom comes only from the Lord. Paul prays for
believers to be filled with Spirit-given wisdom and understanding.

Seek God’s wisdom daily to guide decisions and posture in ministry with
humble hearts.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How often do you seek God’s wisdom before making decisions?

�. What qualities of God’s wisdom do you see in your leadership style?

�. In what ways can seeking wisdom combat pride?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a moment when God’s wisdom guided you through

challenge.

�. List steps to incorporate Scripture and prayer regularly for wisdom.

�. Pray for a heart submissive to God’s guidance.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, fill me with Your pure and humble wisdom. Teach me to lead with
peace, mercy, and sincerity. Help me submit to Your guidance daily and reject
pride disguised as self-reliance. May Your Spirit direct my every step. Amen.

🙏📖🙏🍃
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Day 19: 🤝 Accountability and Transparency
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Your Verse
Proverbs 27:17 - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another."

Supporting Scriptures
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - "Two are better than one...if either of them falls
down, one can help the other up."
James 5:16 - "Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed."
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Devotional: The Strength of Mutual Accountability
Accountability and transparency protect against spiritual pride. Proverbs
shows how mutual sharpening strengthens believers.

Ecclesiastes highlights the power of partnership, especially when we
stumble. James encourages confession and prayer for healing.

Invite trusted brothers into your journey, acknowledging weaknesses and
seeking support. This humility fosters growth and resilience in ministry.
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Reflect and Apply
�. Who holds you accountable in ministry and spiritual growth?

�. How open are you about struggles and temptations with trusted friends?

�. What barriers prevent you from embracing transparency?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Identify potential accountability partners and ways to connect.

�. Reflect on benefits experienced through shared struggles and prayer.

�. Pray for courage to be vulnerable and supportive.
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Prayer for Today
God, lead me to trustworthy brothers who will sharpen and encourage me.
Help me embrace vulnerability and transparency for healing and growth.
Break down pride’s barriers and make me open to accountability. Strengthen
our bonds in Christ. Amen.

🙏🤝🙏💎
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Day 20: 🧭 Guided by the Spirit
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Your Verse
Romans 8:14 - "For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of
God."

Supporting Scriptures
John 16:13 - "When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all
the truth."
Galatians 5:25 - "Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit."
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Devotional: Following the Spirit’s Lead Humbly
Dependence on the Holy Spirit is essential to overcome spiritual pride. Being
led by the Spirit marks us as God’s children.

Jesus promises the Spirit will guide us into all truth. Paul calls us to walk in
step with the Spirit.

Check today whether your plans and attitudes align with the Spirit’s leading
rather than your own agenda. Yielding fully to God’s guidance is humility in
action.
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Reflect and Apply
�. How aware are you of the Spirit’s guidance in your ministry decisions?

�. Do you sometimes substitute your own plans for God’s leading?

�. What practices help you stay in step with the Spirit?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about times when following the Spirit brought clarity and peace.

�. List ways to cultivate sensitivity to the Spirit daily.

�. Pray for obedience and openness to His guidance.
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Prayer for Today
Holy Spirit, lead me with humility and clarity. Help me hear and obey Your
voice above my own. Guide every step I take in ministry and daily life. Make
me sensitive to Your promptings and faithful in following Your direction.
Amen.

🙏💫🧠🙏
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Day 21: 🌟 Living a Legacy of Humility
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Your Verse
Micah 6:8 - "He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God."

Supporting Scriptures
Hebrews 12:2 - "...fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross..."
1 Timothy 4:12 - "Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are
young, but set an example... in purity, in your teaching, in your integrity,
in your faith and in your love and endurance."
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Devotional: Walking Humbly Toward Enduring
Legacy
Our spiritual legacy is shaped by how well we embody humility and
faithfulness. Micah summarizes God’s requirement—justice, mercy, and
humble walk with Him.

Hebrews points us to Christ’s example of enduring sacrifice motivated by love
and joy. Paul challenges Timothy to lead by example in faith and purity.

Today, consider the legacy you desire to leave as a man and ministry leader.
Are humility and dependence on God central to that vision? Commit anew to
walk humbly with God, trusting He will multiply your influence beyond what
you see.
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Reflect and Apply
�. What kind of spiritual legacy do you want to leave?

�. How does humility shape your impact on others?

�. How can you daily recommit to walking humbly with God?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write a letter to your future self about your hopes for legacy.

�. List ways to cultivate justice, mercy, and humility in your life.

�. Pray for strength and grace to finish well in faith.
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Prayer for Today
Father, help me live a life marked by humility, justice, and mercy. May I walk
closely with You every day, following Christ’s example of sacrificial love.
Guide my steps to leave a legacy that honors You and blesses others.
Strengthen me to remain faithful to Your call. Amen.

🙏🙏✨💪
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