Spirit-Led Sermon
Preparation for Men

A 21-day scripture-driven plan empowering men to
prepare Spirit-led, powerful sermons with clarity
and sensitivity to God's voice.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 21-day journey designed for men seeking to prepare
sermons inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit. Preparing a sermon is more
than delivering words; it's about conveying God’s heart and truth with power,
clarity, and sensitivity. Throughout this study, you will engage deeply with
Scripture, reflect on how the Holy Spirit works in your life, and develop skills
to listen and respond to His leading.

Men of God hold a pivotal role as shepherds, leaders, and example-bearers in
their communities, families, and churches. This study recognizes that and
aims to equip you with practical, spiritual tools rooted firmly in the Bible.
Each day focuses on different aspects of sermon preparation—from
understanding God's Word, nurturing an intimate walk with the Spirit, to
communicating truth effectively and compassionately.

You'll find the plan supports gospel-centered preaching, weaving in key
biblical examples of men who were Spirit-led: from Moses and David to Paul
and Timothy. These men illustrate how God equips and uses those who yield
themselves to Him. Let the Word renew your heart and mind as you prepare
to preach with boldness and love. We pray this journey strengthens your
confidence, sharpens your insight, and sensitizes you to the Spirit’s guidance
in every step of sermon preparation. May your sermons not only inform but
transform lives as God’s truth meets people’s hearts. ) J\

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}]y]ﬂt Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 5 of 130

Day 1: { Embracing the Call to Preach
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Day 1: & Embracing the Call to Preach

Your Verse

2 Timothy 4:2 - "Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 1.7 - "This is what the Lord says: ‘Do not say, 1am too young.’
You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you.”

o Ezekiel 3:17 - "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of
Israel... when you hear a word from my mouth, give them warning...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 7 0f130

Day 1: & Embracing the Call to Preach

Devotional: Trusting God's Call Beyond Your Limits

Answering God’s call is the first step in sermon preparation. Like Timothy, we
are instructed not just to preach but to be ready at all times. This readiness
isn't about having a perfect sermon all the time but about being prepared in
our hearts and minds under the Spirit’s guidance.

God called men in the Scriptures when they felt inadequate, young, or
unready. Jeremiah questioned his youth, but God reminded him that the call
doesn't depend on our age or qualifications, but on His empowerment.
Similarly, you may feel unprepared, but God calls you into the task and equips
you through His Spirit.

Preparation begins with /listeningto God's voice. Like Ezekiel, as a watchman,
your role is critical—to hear God's word clearly and communicate it faithfully.
Today, commit to embracing the call, whatever your background or fears.
God's Spirit will sharpen your readiness, giving you wisdom, patience, and
strength.

Being honest about your fears and relying on God’s power sets the foundation
for Spirit-led sermon preparation. As you begin this study, ask God to
cultivate within you a heart of obedience and expectancy to hear His voice
daily.
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Day 1: & Embracing the Call to Preach

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I respond when God calls me to do something that feels beyond
my abilities?

2. What fears or doubts do I need to surrender to the Holy Spirit today?

3. How can I cultivate a heart ready for God’s instruction at any moment?
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Day 1: & Embracing the Call to Preach

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt called by God despite feeling unprepared.

2. List any fears or obstacles you currently face in sermon preparation.

3. Record a prayer asking God to prepare you fully for His call.
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Day 1: & Embracing the Call to Preach

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for calling me to speak Your Word. Help me to embrace this
calling with courage, knowing You equip me with Your Spirit. Teach me
patience and sensitivity as I prepare to minister. May Your Word flow
powerfully through me, touching hearts and minds. Guide my steps each day
in this preparation journey. In Jesus’name, Amen. J\, &[]
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Day 2: ¥ Reliance on the Holy Spirit
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Day 2: €2 Reliance on the Holy Spirit

Your Verse

John 14:26 - "But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in

my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Acts 1:8 - "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses...”

e Romans 8:14 - "For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children
of God.”
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Day 2: €2 Reliance on the Holy Spirit

Devotional: Inviting the Spirit to Teach Every Step

The Holy Spirit is our essential guide in sermon preparation. Jesus promised
that the Spirit would teach us all things and remind us of Jesus’ words when
we need them most. As men preparing to preach, we need not rely on our
wisdom alone but surrender to the Spirit’s leading.

Preparation that depends solely on human effort can lead to exhaustion or
shallow messages. But when prayerfully inviting the Spirit, your study
becomes more than research—it becomes revelation. The Spirit empowers
you to understand Scripture deeply and communicate with clarity and
conviction.

Ask yourself: Am I allowing the Spirit to lead my study? Am I inviting Him to
illuminate difficult passages and bring application suitable for my hearers?
This day, cultivate sensitivity to the Spirit’s promptings. Set aside time for
quiet listening and prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to teach and empower
every step of your sermon development.

The Spirit’s power brings boldness, accuracy, and sensitivity, transforming
ordinary sermons into God’s messages for His people.
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Day 2: €2 Reliance on the Holy Spirit

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I invite the Holy Spirit’s guidance during my sermon preparation?

2. In what areas of sermon preparation do I need the Spirit’s teaching most?

3. Am I open to the Spirit correcting or redirecting my understanding?
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Day 2: €2 Reliance on the Holy Spirit

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time the Holy Spirit gave you fresh insight while studying
God’s Word.

2. Describe how you currently include the Holy Spirit in your sermon
preparation.

3. Pray and journal a request for the Spirit’s guidance in this season of study.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 16 0f 130

Day 2: €2 Reliance on the Holy Spirit

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit,  welcome Your teaching and guidance today. [lluminate the
Scriptures as I study and prepare. Help me discern Your voice above all
distractions. May Your power equip me to preach truth with clarity and love.
Lead me step-by-step in this journey. In Jesus’ name, Amen. €3]
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Day 3: [[] Understanding God’s Word Deeply
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Day 3: [[] Understanding God’s Word Deeply

Your Verse

2 Timothy 2:15 - "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a

worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the
word of truth.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

« Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is alive and active... sharper than any
double-edged sword.”
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Day 3: [[] Understanding God’s Word Deeply

Devotional: Diligence in Studying the Living Word

Handling God’s Word correctly is a cornerstone of sermon preparation.
Timothy was exhorted to be diligent and approved—meaning he should
rightly interpret and apply Scripture without error or distortion.

Deep study requires humility, discipline, and respect for the text’s original
meaning and context. It also involves prayer, asking God to open your eyes to
hidden truths. The Bible is alive—it speaks fresh life and power into each
reader willing to listen attentively.

As men called to preach, we must resist the temptation to rely on secondhand
knowledge or superficial readings. Instead, invest time meditating on
Scripture, comparing passages, and understanding cultural background as
applicable.

Remember, God’s Word guides our paths, providing light for sermon content
and delivery alike. Preparing sermons without anchoring firmly in Scripture
risks empty words and misdirection. Commit today to studying with
reverence and diligence, seeking to mirror the heart of God accurately in your
messages.
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Day 3: [[] Understanding God’s Word Deeply

Reflect and Apply

1. How diligent am I in my study of Scripture when preparing sermons?

2. Do I take time to understand context and meaning, or rush through
passages?

3. How does Scripture transform my heart before I communicate it to
others?
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Day 3: [[] Understanding God’s Word Deeply

Journaling Prompts

1. Choose a favorite Scripture passage and write what it means in its
context.

2. Write about how God’s Word has been a lamp for your own journey.

3. Pray for greater love and discipline in studying the Bible.
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Day 3: [[] Understanding God’s Word Deeply

Prayer for Today

Lord, give me a hunger for Your Word that never fades. Teach me to study
carefully and rightly handle Your truth. Illuminate my mind as I prepare
sermons so that I may faithfully represent You. May Your Word guide and
empower every message I deliver. Amen. [1¢) J\

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}]y]ﬂt Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 23 of 130

Day 4: () Finding Clarity in Your Message
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Day 4: ) Finding Clarity in Your Message

Your Verse

Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 15:23 - "A person finds joy in giving an apt reply— and how
good is a timely word!"

e 1Corinthians 14:9 - "So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words
with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying?”
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Day 4: ) Finding Clarity in Your Message

Devotional: Communicating God’s Truth with Clarity

Clarity is crucial in sermon preparation and delivery. Colossians encourages
us to communicate graciously and effectively, ensuring our message is
understandable and impactful.

Clear messages honor God by respecting the listener’s need to comprehend
and be encouraged. Being Spirit-led includes discerning how best to express
truths so hearts are opened rather than confused.

Consider your audience as you plan your sermon structure and language.
Avoid jargon or overly complex explanations. The Holy Spirit helps transform
your message from clever speech into meaningful communication that
touches lives.

Work towards clarity by outlining your main points, using vivid illustrations,
and relying on Scripture to anchor your ideas. Invite the Spirit to sharpen your
words and remove anything unnecessary or distracting. The goal is always to
glorify God and edify the church through understandable and gracious
teaching.
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Day 4: ) Finding Clarity in Your Message

Reflect and Apply

1. Are my sermons easy to understand for those new to faith?

2. How can I balance deep truth and simplicity in my message?

3. What role does the Spirit play in clarifying my speech and writing?
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Day 4: ) Finding Clarity in Your Message

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify a sermon or message that communicated clearly and why it
impacted you.

2. Write about changes you can make to improve clarity in your preaching.

3. Pray for the Spirit’s help to speak with grace and wisdom.
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Day 4: ) Finding Clarity in Your Message
Prayer for Today

Father, help me to communicate with clarity and grace. Remove confusion
from my words and fill my heart with Your wisdom. May I speak in ways that
connect and encourage all who hear. Thank You for the Spirit’s help in
refining my message. Amen. () & J\
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Day 5: (@ Focusing on God’s Purpose
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Day 5: (@ Focusing on God’s Purpose

Your Verse

Acts 20:24 - "However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim
is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the
task of testitying to the good news of God's grace.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 5:20 - "We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors... as though
God were making his appeal through us.”

 Ephesians 4:12 - "To equip his people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up.”
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Day 5: (@ Focusing on God’s Purpose

Devotional: Aligning Sermons with God’s Kingdom
Purpose

Keeping God’s purpose central empowers sermon preparation with eternal
significance. Paul’s focus was not personal glory or eloquence but faithfully
fulfilling the task of proclaiming God’s grace.

As men called to preach, we must continually ask: What is the ultimate
purpose of my sermon? To inform? To motivate? To call people to repentance
and faith? The primary aim is to serve God’s mission—building His church
and glorifying His name.

This focus guards against sermonizing for self and keeps sermons Spirit-led
and humble. Your preparation should align with God’s heart, seeking not
popularity, but transformation.

Today, reaffirm your commitment to preach God’s purposes above all. Let
each message reflect a deep desire to serve the body and bring glory to God
alone.
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Day 5: (@ Focusing on God’s Purpose

Reflect and Apply

1.Is my sermon preparation centered on God’s mission or personal goals?

2. How do I remind myself of the eternal impact of preaching?

3. What steps ensure my messages build up the body of Christ?
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Day 5: (@ Focusing on God’s Purpose

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what serving God’s purpose means to you personally.

2. List goals you have for your sermons that align with God’s mission.

3. Pray to keep God’s purposes at the heart of your preaching.
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Day 5: (@ Focusing on God’s Purpose

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me fix my eyes on Your mission. Let my sermons reflect Your
heart for grace, truth, and building Your church. Keep me humble and focused
solely on serving Your purpose. Empower me by Your Spirit to finish the race

well. Amen. @ J\ []
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Day 6: §) Overcoming Fear and Doubt
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Day 6: §) Overcoming Fear and Doubt

Your Verse

Isaiah 41:10 - "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am

your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 1.7 - "For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but
gives us power, love and self-discipline.”

e Psalm 56:3 - "When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.”
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Day 6: §) Overcoming Fear and Doubt

Devotional: Finding Strength to Speak Despite Fear

Fear and doubt are common challenges for men preparing sermons. Yet God’s
Word reassures us that He is with us and will strengthen us.

Do you feel inadequate, nervous, or discouraged? Know that these feelings
aren't a sign of failure but an opportunity to lean more deeply into God’s
power. Isaiah’s promise is clear—God upholds us with His mighty hand.

The Spirit within us brings boldness, love, and self-discipline, replacing
timidity. When fear threatens, respond by trusting God with your worries and
limitations.

Use fear as a reminder to surrender control and embrace the Spirit’s
empowering presence. Remember, preaching is not about your strength but
God’s, working through you to accomplish His purposes.
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Day 6: §) Overcoming Fear and Doubt

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears surface when I prepare or deliver sermons?

2. How have I experienced God’s strength in overcoming doubt before?

3. What practical ways can I remind myself of God's promises when fear
ises?
arises:
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Day 6: §) Overcoming Fear and Doubt

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your biggest fears related to preaching and offer them to God.

2. Recall a moment when God gave you courage in ministry.

3. Pray for the Spirit’s power to overcome timidity today.
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Day 6: §) Overcoming Fear and Doubt

Prayer for Today

Father, I confess my fears and ask for Your courage. Strengthen me to speak
boldly, with love and clarity. Help me trust Your presence even when I feel
weak. Thank You for upholding me with Your righteous hand. I pray this in

Jesus’ name. Amen. © J\, &
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Day 7: | [ Structuring Your Sermon with
Purpose
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Day 7: [ 7 Structuring Your Sermon with Purpose

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 14:40 - "But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly

/4

way.
Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 16:3 - "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will
establish your plans.”

o Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”
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Day 7: [ 7 Structuring Your Sermon with Purpose

Devotional: Organizing Sermons to Honor God and
Listeners

A sermon well-structured honors both God and the congregation. Paul’s
instruction in Corinthians reminds us that orderliness in communication aids
understanding and worship.

Purposeful structure helps your listeners follow the flow of God’s truth. It also
aids your confidence as a preacher, knowing each point builds towards your
overall message.

Begin with prayerfully determined goals: What should the hearers believe,
feel, and do after your sermon? Then outline an introduction, main points,
illustrations, and a conclusion that ties everything together.

Remember to commit your preparation plans to the Lord, trusting Him to
establish your work. Allow flexibility for the Spirit to adjust your structure
during delivery, but hold to clarity and order.
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Day 7: [ 7 Structuring Your Sermon with Purpose

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I currently structure my sermons? Is there clear flow and
purpose?

2. What can I improve in planning order and timing for maximum impact?

3. How often do I commit my sermon outline to God in prayer?
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Day 7: [ 7 Structuring Your Sermon with Purpose

Journaling Prompts

1. Sketch a sermon outline focusing on clear structure for a topic you know.

2. Write about challenges you face in sermon organization and how to
address them.

3. Pray for God’s guidance in designing sermons that honor Him.
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Day 7: [ 7 Structuring Your Sermon with Purpose

Prayer for Today

Lord, guide me in planning my sermons with wisdom and clarity. Help me
organize my thoughts in an orderly way that honors You and reaches hearts.
Thank You for establishing my plans as I commit them to You. Amen. [ { J\,

]
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Day 8: (-J Speaking with Authority and
Humility
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Day 8: (-] Speaking with Authority and Humility
Your Verse

Matthew 28:18 - "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1 Peter 5:5 - "Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another,
because, ‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”

e James 3:1 - "Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow
believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more
strictly.”
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Day 8: (-] Speaking with Authority and Humility

Devotional: Balancing Boldness and Humility in
Preaching

Men called to preach represent Christ’s authority but must do so with deep
humility. Jesus declared all authority was given to Him, and as His
ambassadors, we proclaim that authority.

However, humility safeguards us from pride that can distort messages or
harm relationships. Peter’s reminder to clothe ourselves in humility
challenges us to remain servant-hearted.

James warns of the greater accountability preachers bear—this calls us to
carefulness, prayer, and reliance on God’s grace.

Today reflect on how you balance bold authority in God’s Word with humble
dependence on Him. The Spirit helps us speak confidently without
arrogance, caring more about God’s glory than our approval.
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Day 8: (-] Speaking with Authority and Humility
Reflect and Apply

1. Do I approach sermon preparation with reverent boldness or fear or
pride?

2. In what ways can I cultivate humility alongside authority in my
preaching?

3. How do I respond to correction or feedback about my messages?
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Day 8: (-] Speaking with Authority and Humility
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you struggled with pride or fear in ministry and how
you overcame it.

2. Reflect on ways to grow humility in your role as a preacher.

3. Pray for a humble heart that reflects Christ’s authority rightly.
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Day 8: (-] Speaking with Authority and Humility
Prayer for Today

Jesus, help me represent Your authority with humility. Guard me from pride
and equip me to serve Your people with love and boldness. Help me accept
correction graciously and depend fully on Your Spirit. Amen. (=3 J\, €
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Day 9: J\, The Role of Prayer in Preparation
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Day 9: J\, The Role of Prayer in Preparation

Your Verse

Philippians 4:6 - "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Thessalonians 5:17 - "Pray continually.”

e James 1.5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault...”
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Day 9: J\, The Role of Prayer in Preparation

Devotional: Consistent Prayer Fuels Spirit-Led
Preparation

Prayer is the heartbeat of Spirit-led sermon preparation. Paul encourages us
to bring every concern, question, and need before God with thanksgiving and

faith.

Prayer opens our hearts to God’s wisdom, aligning our will with His purpose.
Continuous communication with God throughout preparation changes
sermons from mere speeches to divine encounters.

Ask God for clarity, insight, compassion, and boldness as you research, write,
and practice. Trust that He fills in gaps of understanding and equips you to
speak His truth.

Make prayer not an occasional activity but an ongoing dialogue that shapes
every step of your sermon journey:.
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Day 9: J\, The Role of Prayer in Preparation

Reflect and Apply

1. How regularly do I pray throughout my sermon preparation process?

2. What specific areas do I bring to God in prayer related to preaching?

3. Do I listen attentively for God’s answers during prayer?
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Day 9: J\, The Role of Prayer in Preparation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how prayer has influenced past sermons you've prepared.

2. Create a prayer plan for your next sermon preparation.

3. Pray for increased intimacy and dependence on God in your work.
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Day 9: J\, The Role of Prayer in Preparation

Prayer for Today

Father, I commit all my sermon preparation to You in prayer. Help me bring
every concern and question before You confidently. Fill me with wisdom,
peace, and clarity as I work. Teach me to listen and obey Your Spirit
continually. Amen. J\, (1%
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Day 10: <® Engaging Hearts with
Compassion
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Day 10: <® Engaging Hearts with Compassion

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 13:1 - "If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not
have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:15 - "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is,
Christ.”

e Colossians 3:12 - "Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.”
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Day 10: <® Engaging Hearts with Compassion

Devotional: Preaching Truth with Compassionate
Love

Compassion is the vessel that carries truth to receptive hearts. Without love,
even the most eloquent preaching falls flat.

Jesus exemplified compassion in His sermons, always aware of the struggles
and needs of His hearers. As Spirit-led men, we must nurture a tender heart
toward our audience, understanding their challenges and hopes.

Speaking the truth in love balances conviction with grace. This nurtures
growth and avoids alienation.

Today reflect on how you can allow God’s compassion to shape your sermon
content and delivery. Pray the Spirit would soften your heart toward those you
will minister to, enabling you to connect deeply and encourage meaningfully.
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Day 10: <® Engaging Hearts with Compassion

Reflect and Apply

1. How does compassion currently influence my preaching style?

2. Are there ways I need to grow in empathy toward my congregation?

3. How can I balance truth and grace more intentionally?
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Day 10: <® Engaging Hearts with Compassion

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a sermon that impacted you because of the preacher’s compassion.

2. Write about challenges you face in showing compassion in ministry:.

3. Pray for God to cultivate a loving heart in your preaching.
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Day 10: <® Engaging Hearts with Compassion

Prayer for Today

Lord, fill me with Your compassion as I prepare to preach. Help me speak
truth wrapped in love that heals and encourages. Soften my heart toward
those who hear, and may Your grace flow through me. Amen. @ J\ <0
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Day 11: Q Researching with Discernment
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Day 11: Q| Researching with Discernment

Your Verse

Proverbs 2:6 - "For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge
and understanding.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Acts 1711 - "Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great

eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said
was true.”

e Ecclesiastes 7:12 - "For wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the
advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom preserves those who have it.”
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Day 11: Q Researching with Discernment

Devotional: Combining Research and Spirit-Led
Discernment

Research is an important part of sermon preparation but must be coupled
with spiritual discernment. Proverbs reminds us that wisdom and
understanding come from the Lord.

Like the Bereans, men preparing to preach should eagerly examine Scripture
and verify teachings. Researching includes consulting trusted commentaries,
original language tools, and contextual resources—but always tested against
the infallible Word.

Discernment prevents our sermons from drifting into opinions or cultural
biases, ensuring messages are grounded in God’s truth.

Ask God for wisdom as you sift through information. Let the Spirit highlight
what is relevant and convict you where errors may lurk.
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Day 11: Q| Researching with Discernment

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I verify the sources I use in sermon preparation?

2. Do I regularly pray for wisdom to discern God’s truth amidst information?

3. How can I imitate the Bereans in eagerness and careful Scripture study?
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Day 11: Q Researching with Discernment

Journaling Prompts

1. List your common research sources and evaluate their reliability.

2. Write about a time you had to correct a misunderstanding through study.

3. Pray for God’s wisdom as you research for sermons.
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Day 11: Q Researching with Discernment

Prayer for Today

God, grant me wisdom and discernment as I research Your Word. Help me
separate truth from error and understand the deep things of Scripture. May
my study be Spirit-led and accurate in every detail. Amen. Q J\
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Day 12: € Using Illustrations to Illuminate
Truth

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 72 0f 130

Day 12: &) Using Illustrations to Illuminate Truth

Your Verse

Matthew 13:34 - "Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did
not say anything to them without using a parable.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 78:2 - "I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden
things, things from of old—"

 Proverbs 25:11 - "A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of
silver.”
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Day 12: &) Using Illustrations to Illuminate Truth

Devotional: Engaging Listeners with Spirit-Guided
[llustrations

Jesus often used parables—simple stories loaded with profound spiritual
truth. Illustrations help make abstract concepts tangible, memorable, and
impactful.

Men preaching today can learn much from this method. Using well-chosen
illustrations engages listeners’ imagination and emotions, facilitating deeper
understanding.

Be prayerful and creative in selecting examples, stories, or analogies that
clarify your points without overshadowing the biblical message.

Remember to use illustrations to serve the Word, not replace it. They should
draw people closer to God’s truth and not distract from: it.
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Day 12: &) Using Illustrations to Illuminate Truth

Reflect and Apply

1. What types of illustrations resonate best with my audience?

2. How do I ensure my examples support rather than compete with
Scripture?

3. CanIrecall a sermon illustration that powerfully impacted me?
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Day 12: &) Using Illustrations to Illuminate Truth

Journaling Prompts

1. Write your own short illustration for a biblical truth you want to teach.

2. Reflect on the balance between teaching and storytelling in sermons.

3. Pray that God would inspire Spirit-led, meaningful illustrations.
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Day 12: &) Using Illustrations to Illuminate Truth

Prayer for Today

Spirit of God, inspire me to use illustrations that illuminate Your truth. Help
me speak in ways that are engaging, clear, and glorify You. May my stories
draw people into understanding and faith. Amen. €[]\,
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Day 13: )y Managing Time Wisely
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Day 13: {7y Managing Time Wisely
Your Verse

Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but
as wise, making the most of every opportunity...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 90:12 - "Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.”

e Proverbs 21:5 - "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste
leads to poverty.”
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Day 13: {7y Managing Time Wisely
Devotional: Prioritizing and Planning Preparation
Time

Time management is often overlooked but vital in sermon preparation. Paul
reminds us to live wisely and make the most of every opportunity.

Preparing sermons requires intentional scheduling, prioritizing study, prayer,
and practice while balancing other responsibilities. Wisdom comes by
numbering our days and valuing the time God has entrusted us.

Plan your preparation phases well, avoiding rushed or last-minute efforts that
compromise quality and Spirit-led sensitivity.

Remember diligence and pace bring fruit; haste risks shallow or incomplete
messages.
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Day 13: {7y Managing Time Wisely

Reflect and Apply

1. How effectively do I currently manage my time in sermon development?

2. What distractions or poor habits hinder my preparation?

3. How can I better honor God with my stewardship of time?
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Day 13: {7y Managing Time Wisely

Journaling Prompts

1. Outline a weekly sermon preparation schedule that honors wise time use.

2. Write about past experiences of rushed vs. well-planned preparation.

3. Pray for discipline and wisdom in managing your ministry time.
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Day 13: {7y Managing Time Wisely

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to number my days and use my time wisely. Help me prioritize
my preparation with focus and discipline. Lead me away from distractions
and cultivate diligence in my studies. May my efforts be fruitful for Your glory.

Amen. Y J\
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Day 14: (% Building Spiritual Character
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Day 14: (% Building Spiritual Character

Your Verse

1 Timothy 4:12 - "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and
in purity.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Titus 2:7 - "In everything set them an example by doing what is good.”

e Galatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selt-
control.”
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Day 14: (% Building Spiritual Character

Devotional: Living What You Preach with Spirit Fruit

Men preparing sermons must cultivate spiritual character reflective of Christ.
Paul’s exhortation to Timothy centers on being an example in all aspects of
life.

Your conduct, love, faith, and purity pave the way for your preaching to be
credible and life-giving. Spiritual fruit demonstrated day-to-day creates
integrity and trust within your congregation.

Ask the Spirit to develop patience, humility, kindness, and self-control as you
prepare—to live what you preach authentically.

The strength of your message is inseparable from the strength of your
character.
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Day 14: (% Building Spiritual Character

Reflect and Apply

1. How does my character support or hinder my preaching ministry?

2. Which fruits of the Spirit need growth in my life currently?

3. How can I intentionally model Christlike behavior as I prepare sermons?
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Day 14: (% Building Spiritual Character

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on examples you've seen of godly character in preaching men.

2. Write about character areas you want to improve.

3. Pray for the Spirit to produce His fruit in your life.
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Day 14: (% Building Spiritual Character

Prayer for Today

Spirit, shape my heart and character to reflect Christ. Help me live
consistently with the truth I preach. Grow patience, love, faithfulness, and
self-control in me. May my life be a testimony that honors You. Amen. (& 4\,

&
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Day 15: € Cultivating Effective Delivery
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Day 15: & Cultivating Effective Delivery

Your Verse

Proverbs 25:11 - A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of
silver.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ecclesiastes 3:7 - A time to be silent and a time to speak.”
e James 1:19 - "Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak...”
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Day 15: & Cultivating Effective Delivery

Devotional: Speaking with Wisdom, Passion, and
Sensitivity

The way you deliver a sermon can greatly impact its reception. Wise speech is
beautiful and impactful when well-timed and thoughtfully presented.

Consider tone, pace, volume, and body language as part of your delivery.
Equally important is being quick to listen to the Spirit and your audience’s
needs, responding sensitively.

Practice speaking with clarity and passion while allowing pauses and silence
to emphasize points. Remember, effective delivery communicates respect
and openness, engaging listeners fully.

Invite the Holy Spirit to guide not only your content but your manner of
speaking.
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Day 15: & Cultivating Effective Delivery

Reflect and Apply

1. What strengths and challenges do I have in sermon delivery?

2. How do I incorporate Spirit-led adjustment during preaching?

3. Do I listen well to feedback about my speaking style?
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Day 15: & Cultivating Effective Delivery

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a preacher you admire for effective delivery.

2. Reflect on ways your delivery can improve.

3. Pray for boldness and gentleness in your speech.
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Day 15: & Cultivating Effective Delivery

Prayer for Today

Father, help me speak words that are timely, clear, and loving. Teach me to
listen well and respond in wisdom and grace. May my delivery be Spirit-led
and impactful for Your kingdom. Amen. € J\
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Day 16: [£] Seeking Feedback and Growth
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Day 16: [] Seeking Feedback and Growth
Your Verse

Proverbs 15:31 - "Whoever heeds lite-giving correction will be at home
among the wise.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Hebrews 13:17 - "Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They
keep watch over you as those who must give an account.”

e Psalm 141:5 - "Let the righteous strike me—it is a kindness; let them
rebuke me—it is oil for my head.”
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Day 16: [5] Seeking Feedback and Growth

Devotional: Welcoming God’s Refinement Through
Feedback

Receiving and applying feedback is vital for growth as a man preparing
Spirit-led sermons. Correction from trusted mentors or peers sharpens your
ability to preach faithfully and effectively.

Feedback should be sought prayerfully, viewed not as criticism but as life-
giving correction to improve ministry impact.

Being open demonstrates humility and a desire to serve God and His people
better. Grow in discernment to filter feedback wisely, accepting what aligns
with Scripture and Spirit guidance.

Commit today to welcome correction and pursue continuous improvement,
trusting God’s refining work in you.
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Day 16: [] Seeking Feedback and Growth

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I typically respond to correction or constructive feedback?

2. Who are trusted individuals I can invite to review my sermons?

3. What steps encourage me to pursue growth consistently?
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Day 16: [] Seeking Feedback and Growth

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time feedback helped you improve in ministry.

2. List people who could provide helpful insights on your sermons.

3. Pray for openness and humility towards God’s refining process.
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Day 16: [] Seeking Feedback and Growth

Prayer for Today

Lord, soften my heart to receive correction graciously. Help me discern Your
Spirit’s voice in feedback and grow accordingly. Teach me humility and
eagerness to improve for Your glory. Amen. 5] J\ %>
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Day 17: 7 Nurturing a Heart for the
Congregation
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Day 17: 3 Nurturing a Heart for the Congregation

Your Verse

1 Peter 5:2-3 - "Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, watching
over them—not because you must, but because you are willing...”

Supporting Scriptures

« Hebrews 13:17 - "They watch over you as those who must give an
account.”

e John 21:17 - "Take care of my sheep.”
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Day 17: 3 Nurturing a Heart for the Congregation

Devotional: Shepherding With Willingness and Care

Spirit-led sermon preparation includes deep concern for the people you
serve. Preachers are shepherds, called to watch over and care willingly for
God’s flock.

Knowing your congregation’s struggles, needs, and joys influences the
relevance and compassion in your messages.

Invest time in listening, praying, and engaging with your community to
understand how best to minister God’s Word.

A heart sensitive to people opens doors for the Spirit to work more powerfully
through your sermons.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 104 0f 130

Day 17: 3 Nurturing a Heart for the Congregation

Reflect and Apply

1. How well do I understand the spiritual and emotional needs of my
congregation?

2. Do linvest time outside sermon preparation to connect with the flock?

3. How does my attitude toward congregation influence my messages?
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Day 17: 3 Nurturing a Heart for the Congregation

Journaling Prompts

1. List the main needs you perceive in your church community.

2. Write about how you currently shepherd through your sermons and
beyond.

3. Pray for a compassionate and willing heart toward those you serve.
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Day 17: 3 Nurturing a Heart for the Congregation

Prayer for Today

Lord, create in me a shepherd’s heart for Your people. Help me care willingly
and deeply for those I preach to. Fill me with compassion and understanding
to minister Your Word effectively. Amen. 7 J\, €3
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Day 18: [ ] Flexibility in Spirit-Led
Preparation
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Day 18: [T] Flexibility in Spirit-Led Preparation
Your Verse

Acts 16:6-10 - "Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region... the
Holy Spirit kept them from preaching in the province of Asia... A vision...
called them to Macedonia...”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 55:8 - "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways,” declares the Lord.

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart... and he will make
your paths straight.”
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Day 18: [] Flexibility in Spirit-Led Preparation

Devotional: Trusting God’s Direction When Plans
Change

Spirit-led sermon preparation requires flexibility to respond to God's leading,
even when plans change. Paul’s missionary journeys teach us to be sensitive
to the Spirit’s direction, sometimes redirecting efforts unexpectedly.

While structure and planning are important, clinging rigidly to them can
close us off to fresh insight or urgent needs in the congregation.

Trust that God’s ways are higher, and learning to adapt builds faith and
dependence on Him.

Today, reflect on areas where you may need to loosen control and listen more
attentively to the Spirit’s timely guidance.
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Day 18: [ ] Flexibility in Spirit-Led Preparation
Reflect and Apply

1. How do I handle unexpected changes or interruptions in sermon
preparation?

2. Am I willing to follow the Spirit even when it disrupts my plans?

3. How can I cultivate more trust and adaptability in ministry?
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Day 18: [ ] Flexibility in Spirit-Led Preparation
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God redirected your ministry plans.

2. Reflect on current challenges requiring more spiritual flexibility.

3. Pray for openness and trust to follow God’s leading fully.
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Day 18: [ ] Flexibility in Spirit-Led Preparation
Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, teach me to listen and obey Your voice. Help me release control
and embrace Your timing and direction. May I trust Your plans above my own
and follow wherever You lead. Amen. [[ ] J\, ©J
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Day 19: (@ Applying the Word for
Transformation
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Day 19: (@ Applying the Word for Transformation

Your Verse

James 1:22 - "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:2 - "Be transformed by the renewing of your mind..”

e 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}ly](}t Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 115 0f 130

Day 19: (@ Applying the Word for Transformation

Devotional: Guiding Hearers Toward Life Change

Effective sermons move beyond knowledge to life transformation. James
warns against passive hearing; application is essential.

Spirit-led sermons point people to obedience and growth. As a preacher, you
must first practice what you preach, allowing Scripture to transform you.

During preparation, ask: How will this message lead to changed hearts and
actions? Pray for the Spirit to use your words as catalysts for genuine spiritual
growth.

Remember, preaching is about life change, not just information transfer.
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Day 19: (@ Applying the Word for Transformation

Reflect and Apply

1. How does my sermon encourage practical obedience and growth?

2. Am I modeling the transformation I desire in others?

3. What steps can I take to ensure sermons lead to change?
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Day 19: (@ Applying the Word for Transformation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a sermon that led you to personal transformation.

2. List application points you include in your sermons.

3. Pray for God to bring lasting change through your preaching.
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Day 19: (@ Applying the Word for Transformation

Prayer for Today

Lord, use my sermons to change hearts and lives. Help me preach not just
words but transformative truth empowered by Your Spirit. May listeners obey

and be renewed daily. Amen. @ J\ []

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂly]{}t Spirit-Led Sermon Preparation for Men Page 119 of 130

Day 20: J\, Maintaining Dependence on God
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Day 20: J\, Maintaining Dependence on God

Your Verse

John 15:5 - "...apart from me you can do nothing.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 1271 - "Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in
vain.”

e Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart...”
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Day 20: J\, Maintaining Dependence on God

Devotional: Rooted and Dependent on Christ Always

Preaching must rest on continual dependence on Christ, the true Vine.
Without Him, efforts are empty and ineffective.

Men preparing sermons should remember that success isn't measured by
eloquence or popularity but by faithfulness and reliance on God.

Consistently return to God in humility, seeking His strength and presence for
each message.

This dependence sustains ministry through challenges and ensures the
Spirit's power flows through your words.
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Day 20: J\, Maintaining Dependence on God

Reflect and Apply

1. Do I truly depend on Christ daily in sermon preparation?

2. Where have I tried to rely on my own strength instead of God’s?

3. How can I cultivate deeper trust in God’s work through me?
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Day 20: J\, Maintaining Dependence on God

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on moments you felt God’s sustaining power in ministry:.

2. Write about ways to strengthen your dependence on Christ.

3. Pray for continued reliance on the Vine in all you do.
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Day 20: J\, Maintaining Dependence on God

Prayer for Today

Jesus, I abide in You knowing apart from You I can do nothing. Help me rely
fully on Your strength and wisdom in preaching. Build Your work through me,
Father, for Your glory alone. Amen. /) £ []
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Day 21: B Celebrating God’s Faithfulness
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Your Verse

Lamentations 3:22-23 - "Because of the Lord’s great love we are not
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great
is your faithfulness.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 100:5 - "For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.”

e 2 Corinthians 9:8 - "God is able to bless you abundantly... so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work.”
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Devotional: Thanking God for Guidance and Strength

Congratulations on completing this season of Spirit-led sermon preparation!
Take time to reflect and celebrate God’s faithfulness throughout your journey.

His mercy is new every morning, providing grace for every challenge and
blessing for every effort. Whether you began with confidence or uncertainty,
God has been your guide and strength.

This completion marks not an end but a fresh beginning, equipped to preach
with power, clarity, and compassion.

Continue trusting in God’s faithfulness and the Spirit’s leading as you
faithfully proclaim His Word. Rejoice in the privilege of serving Him and His
people.
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Reflect and Apply

1. What are some ways God has shown faithfulness during this study?

2. How has your approach to sermon preparation grown or changed?

3. What commitments will you make to continue Spirit-led preaching?
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a thank-you letter to God for His guidance in your sermon
preparation.

2. Reflect on your greatest learning and growth from this plan.

3. Pray committing your future sermons to God’s faithful care.
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Day 21: & Celebrating God’s Faithfulness

Prayer for Today

Father, I thank You for Your unending faithfulness and compassions. You have
guided and strengthened me through this study. I commit my future sermons
and ministry to Your hands. Let me always preach with Your Spirit’s power

and love. Amen. & J\ [
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