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Explore the Parable of the Tenants through the
Gospels to understand stewardship, rejection of
truth, and personal accountability.
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Introduction

The Parable of the Tenants (Matthew 21:33—46) is a profound teaching of
Jesus that confronts us with themes of stewardship, rejection of God’s
messengers, and the ultimate accountability to God. This parable is one of the
most striking narratives in the Gospels, offering deep insights into how we
relate to God’s provision and call.

In this study, we journey through the story of a landowner who leases his
vineyard to tenants, only to face their persistent rejection and violence against
the servants he sends, culminating in the rejection of his own son. This vivid
picture challenges us to reflect on how we manage what God has entrusted to
us—not just material resources but our gifts, influence, and faith itself.

Stewardship is more than responsibility; it is a calling to faithfully nurture and
protect what God has given. The tenants' failure highlights the danger of
selfishness and misuse of God’s blessings. Moreover, the rejection of the
landowner’s servants and son points us to the tragic rejection of God’s
messengers and ultimately Christ Himself. Their actions bring grave
consequences, reminding us of the weight of accountability.

As you engage with this study, anticipate uncovering layers of meaning that
illuminate the relationship between God and His people. Think deeply about
how this parable speaks to your life—are you a faithful steward, a rejecter, or
someone wrestling with the tension of accountability? Through Scripture,
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reflection, and prayer, this week-long journey aims to transform your
understanding and inspire a heart aligned with God’s purposes.

Let us walk this path together, allowing the message of Jesus to renew our
commitment to faithful stewardship and humble acceptance of divine truth.
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Day 1: & Understanding the Parable
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Day 1: &, Understanding the Parable
Your Verse
Matthew 21:33—-36 - "Listen to another parable...”
Supporting Scriptures

o Mark 12:1-9 - "Jesus then began to speak to them in parables...”
o Luke 20:9—16 - "He began to tell the people this parable...”
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Day 1: &, Understanding the Parable

Devotional: Grasping the Story’s Heart and
Symbolism

Today, we begin by familiarizing ourselves with the Parable of the Tenants.
Jesus paints a picture of a landowner who plants a vineyard and leases it to
tenants. When harvest time comes, he sends servants to collect his share, but
the tenants mistreat and kill them. Finally, he sends his son, hoping for
respect, but they kill him too.

This story is layered with symbolism, but at heart, Jesus challenges the
hearers to consider their relationship with God. The landowner represents
God; the vineyard symbolizes Israel or God's kingdom; the servants are God’s
prophets sent repeatedly; and the son represents Jesus Himself.

At the surface, it’s a story about expectations and refusals, but it also
foreshadows Jesus’ own rejection and death. Take time today to read the
passage slowly and reflect on its emotional and spiritual intensity.
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Day 1: &, Understanding the Parable

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the vineyard symbolize in your life or context?

2. How do the actions of the tenants reflect human attitudes toward God's
guidance?

3. In what ways might you relate to the landowner, tenants, or servants?
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Day 1: &, Understanding the Parable

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you struggled with accepting correction or guidance.

2. Describe what stewardship means to you personally.

3. Reflect on how the symbolism of the son challenges your view of Jesus.
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Day 1: &, Understanding the Parable

Prayer for Today

Lord, open my heart and mind as I begin this study. Help me grasp the
meaning behind Your words and the depth of Your love. May I see myself in
this parable and respond with honesty and humility. Teach me to be a faithful
steward of all You have entrusted to me. Guide me through Your truth and
strengthen my faith. Amen. J\ #2[]
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Day 2: % God’s Vineyard and Our
Stewardship
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Day 2: 3 God'’s Vineyard and Our Stewardship

Your Verse

Psalm 80:8 - "You transplanted a vine from Egypt; you drove out the nations
and planted it.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 5:1-7 - "Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his
vineyard...”

e John 15:1 - " am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.”
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Day 2: 3 God'’s Vineyard and Our Stewardship

Devotional: Embracing Our Role as Faithful Tenants

The vineyard is more than land; it represents God’s people and His kingdom.
Psalm 80 and Isaiah 5 use vineyard imagery to show God’s care and
expectation for His people’s faithfulness and fruitfulness.

Jesus’ declaration in John 15 reinforces this by reminding us that He is the true
vine and God is the gardener, actively involved in nurturing us. As stewards,
we are tenants who must cultivate the vineyard responsibly—producing fruit
that honors God.

Reflect on how God has entrusted you with a ‘vineyard'—your talents,
relationships, resources, and influence. Stewardship is about faithfulness,
care, and bearing fruit through obedience and love.
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Day 2: 3 God’s Vineyard and Our Stewardship

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you view the resources and gifts God has given you?

2. Are you nurturing your 'vineyard' as God intends?

3. What challenges do you face in practicing faithful stewardship?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Stewardship and Accountability in the Parable of the Tenants Page 15 of 46

Day 2: 3 God'’s Vineyard and Our Stewardship

Journaling Prompts

1. List what you believe God has entrusted to you in your life.

2. Write about ways you can be more fruitful in your daily walk.

3. Consider areas where stewardship feels difficult or neglected.
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Day 2: 3 God'’s Vineyard and Our Stewardship

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for trusting me with Your vineyard. Help me nurture what
You have given me with care and diligence. Teach me to produce fruit that
glorifies You and blesses others. Strengthen my commitment to be a faithful
steward, even when it is challenging. Amen. /£ '@ J\
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Day 3: /\ Rejecting God’s Messengers
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Day 3: /\ Rejecting God’s Messengers

Your Verse

Matthew 21:37-39 - "Again, the owner sent other servants... and they beat
some, killed others.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 11:36—38 - "Others sutfered mocking and flogging...”

o 2 Chronicles 36:15 - "The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent
prophets... but they paid no attention.”
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Day 3: /\ Rejecting God’s Messengers

Devotional: Recognizing and Receiving God’s
Correction

In this parable, the tenants repeatedly mistreat the servants, symbolizing
God’s prophets who were rejected and often killed by the people. This
rejection is a tragic pattern that runs through biblical history, showing human
resistance to God’s correction.

Rejection of God'’s messengers reflects a heart unwilling to listen and submit,
resulting in broken relationship and judgment. Today, consider where you
might be resisting God’s voice or the guidance He places in your life through
others.

Understanding this pattern reminds us how important it is to be open to
correction and humble in accepting God’s truth.
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Day 3: /\ Rejecting God’s Messengers

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you typically respond to correction or difficult truth?

2. Have you ever ignored guidance that might have helped you grow?

3. What keeps people from accepting God’s messengers and words?
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Day 3: /\ Rejecting God’s Messengers

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time you rejected or struggled with God’s correction.

2. Write about how you can cultivate a more open heart.

3. Pray for discernment to recognize God’s messengers in your life.
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Day 3: /\ Rejecting God’s Messengers

Prayer for Today

Lord, forgive me for times I have rejected Your correction. Create in me a soft
and teachable heart. Help me listen to Your voice and to those You send to
guide me. May I never despise Your truth but receive it with humility. Amen.

MPARV
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Day 4: [ii] The Rejection of the Son
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Day 4: [.]] The Rejection of the Son

Your Verse

Matthew 21:40—41 - "Finally, he sent his son to them... they killed him.”

Supporting Scriptures

o John I:11 - "He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him.”

o Acts 4:26—-27 - "The kings of the earth set themselves... against the Lord
and against his Messiah.”
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Day 4: [.]] The Rejection of the Son

Devotional: Facing Our Response to Jesus’ Lordship

The climax of the parable is the tenants killing the son—the ultimate
rejection of God’s own Son, Jesus. This mirrors the real historical rejection
and crucifixion Jesus faced.

This part calls us to confront how we respond to Jesus Himself: do we accept
Him as rightful Lord or reject Him through our actions? The consequences of
rejection are severe, but there is grace for those who receive Him.

Reflect today on your posture toward Christ. Are there ways you have resisted
His lordship? How can you open your heart to His redemption?
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Day 4: [.f] The Rejection of the Son

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to reject Jesus in everyday life?

Page 26 of 46

2. In what ways have you embraced or resisted Jesus recently?

3. How does Christ’s sacrifice challenge your heart and choices?
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Day 4: [.]] The Rejection of the Son

Journaling Prompts

1. Write honestly about your relationship with Jesus right now.

2. Describe ways you want to grow closer to Him.

3. Pray for courage to fully embrace Jesus as Lord.
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Day 4: [.]] The Rejection of the Son

Prayer for Today

Jesus, I acknowledge You as the Son sent by the Father. Help me to receive You
fully and follow Your way. Heal any rejection or hardness in my heart. Thank
You for Your sacrifice and love that offers new life. May I live in obedience and

wonder at Your grace. Amen. [.i] @ J\,
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Day 5: 88 Accountability and Judgment
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Day 5: 88 Accountability and Judgment

Your Verse

Matthew 21:42—44 - "Theretore I tell you... The kingdom of God will be taken
away...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 14:12 - "Each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.”

e 2 Corinthians 5:10 - "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ.”
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Day 5: 88 Accountability and Judgment

Devotional: Living with Awareness of God’s Judgment

The parable concludes with a warning about accountability and the
consequences of rejecting God’s kingdom. The tenants lose their vineyard,
symbolizing loss of God’s blessings and place in His kingdom.

All believers are accountable for how they respond to God's gifts and
revelation. Judgment is certain, but it’s also a call to faithful stewardship and
repentance.

Reflect on how you live in light of ultimate accountability. Are you preparing
for the day you will answer to God? How does that motivate your faithfulness
today?
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Day 5: 88 Accountability and Judgment

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the reality of accountability affect your daily decisions?
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2. What changes might God be calling you to in light of judgment?

3. How does Christ’s grace influence your view of accountability?
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Day 5: 88 Accountability and Judgment

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how accountability influences your relationship with God.

2. List steps you can take to live more faithfully.

3. Pray for a heart that lives ready for God’s judgment.
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Day 5: 88 Accountability and Judgment

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your justice and mercy. Help me live with integrity and
faithfulness, knowing I am accountable to You. May I be a wise steward of
Your kingdom, walking humbly and obediently. Thank You for the grace that

covers my shortcomings. Amen. 88 /\, /2
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Day 6: 3% God’s Grace for Faithful Stewards
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Day 6: 3% God’s Grace for Faithful Stewards

Your Verse

Ephesians 2:8—10 - "For it is by grace you have been saved...”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 1.7 - "For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power...”
o Hebrews 12:28 - "Therefore, let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom...”
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Day 6: 3% God’s Grace for Faithful Stewards

Devotional: Empowered by Grace to Steward Well

While the parable warns of rejection and judgment, it also calls us to live as
grateful and faithful stewards empowered by God’s grace. Salvation and
stewardship both flow from grace, not works alone.

God equips us with His Spirit to bear fruit and serve with courage and joy. Our
stewardship is not a burden but a response to the life He has given us.

Embrace today the grace that empowers your faithfulness. Celebrate your
calling as part of God’s kingdom and respond in living gratitude and
obedience.
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Day 6: 3% God’s Grace for Faithful Stewards

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s grace in your stewardship journey?

2. What strengths and gifts has God given you to serve Him?

3. How can gratitude reshape your view of responsibility?
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Day 6: 3% God’s Grace for Faithful Stewards

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a way God’s grace has encouraged you recently.

2. List spiritual gifts or strengths you can use in stewardship.

3. Pray expressing thankfulness for God’s empowering presence.
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Day 6: 3% God’s Grace for Faithful Stewards

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for Your abundant grace. Fill me with Your Spirit and
empower me to steward well. Help me live not out of obligation but out of
grateful love. May my life bring honor to You and joy to those around me.

Amen. ) £ @
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Day 7: #& Living as Faithful Tenants
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Day 7: ## Living as Faithful Tenants
Your Verse
Colossians 3:23-24 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart...”
Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 25:21 - "Well done, good and faithful servant!”
e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good...”
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Day 7: # Living as Faithful Tenants

Devotional: Commitment to Faithful, Joyful
Stewardship

On this final day, reflect on how to live daily as a faithful tenant of God’s
kingdom. Stewardship is ongoing, requiring dedication in all things done for
God.

Your faithtulness, even in small tasks, matters deeply and is seen by God. The
parable challenges us to hold responsibility with seriousness and joy,
knowing our efforts contribute to His eternal vineyard.

Take time to recommit your life—and all you have—to God’s service,
embracing the call to be fruitful and accountable servants.
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Day 7: # Living as Faithful Tenants

Reflect and Apply

1. What does working with all your heart for the Lord look like today?

2. How can you encourage yourself to remain faithful in small tasks?

3. What legacy of stewardship do you want to leave?
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Day 7: # Living as Faithful Tenants

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a commitment prayer to be a faithful steward.
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2. List practical steps you will take this week to serve God.

3. Reflect on what “faithful servant’ means in your life.
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Day 7: # Living as Faithful Tenants

Prayer for Today

Lord, I commit to serve You with all my heart. Help me to remain faithful in
every responsibility You give. When I grow weary, renew my strength and joy.
Use me to bring fruit to Your kingdom and glorify Your name. Thank You for
calling me Your servant. Amen. 3 J\, (%
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