Stewardship Through
Grief: Trusting God Amid
Creation’s Pain

Explore how to steward God’s creation faithfully
even when grief strikes and the world feels broken.
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Introduction

Grief is a profound response to loss, a deeply human experience that touches
every one of us at some point. But what happens when grief is intertwined
with the pain we see in God’s creation—when the natural world, life itself,
seems broken or going awry? This study explores the intersection of griefand
stewardship, revealing how even in moments of sorrow we are called to

honor God’s design and care for His world faithfully.

Throughout Scripture, we witness the sadness and suffering that come with a
fallen world—loss, decay, and the groaning of creation itself (Romans 8:22).
Yet God invites us into a stewardship role, calling us to uphold His creation,
nurture it, and steward it well amidst its brokenness. This journey is not easy;
grief can shake our faith, leave us questioning, or feeling powerless. But
through this study, you will see how God’s grace sustains us and empowers
our stewardship even in hard times.

In these seven days, we will walk through Scripture, touching on God’s
promises of comfort, the hope of restoration, and the ways we can remain
faithful stewards despite the world’s pain. You will find encouragement to
process your grief honestly, understand its place in God’s greater plan, and
discover practical ways to engage in loving care for life around you.

Let this be a time of healing, challenge, and renewal. By the end of this study,
may you grasp that grief does not disqualify us from stewardship, but
deepens our dependence on God and enriches our care for all He has created.
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Day 1: £ Facing Grief in a Broken World

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Stewardship Through Grief: Trusting God Amid Creation’s Pain Page 5 of 45

Day 1: #£ Facing Grief in a Broken World

Your Verse

Romans 8:22 - “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the
pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Genesis 3:17 - “Cursed is the ground because of you; through paintul toil
you will eat food from it.”

e Psalm 34:18 - “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.”
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Day 1: #£ Facing Grief in a Broken World

Devotional: Recognizing Grief as Part of Creation’s
Story

Grief is a natural response to the brokenness around us. The cry of creation is
a loud reminder that the world God made is not as it should be. Romans 8:22
paints a picture of creation itself groaning in pain, much like a mother
laboring with childbirth. This groaning is a sign of anticipation—longing for
restoration, a new heaven and new earth where pain and mourning will
cease.

For the steward of God’s creation, confronting grief can feel overwhelming.
We see the consequences of sin everywhere—environmental degradation,
loss of life, natural disasters. Yet grief is not just an emotion; it is a way God
sensitizes our hearts to His purposes. The psalmist reminds us that God is
close to those brokenhearted. He neither abandons the sorrowful nor the
suffering earth.

Today;, lean into your grief but also trust Gods nearness. Though the world
groans, our Lord is with us, teaching us how to steward even amid pain and
decay. The broken creation still belongs to Him, and He calls you to nurture,
care, and hope.
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Day 1: #£ Facing Grief in a Broken World

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you personally experienced grief in relation to the state of the
natural world or life around you?

2. In what ways does knowing that creation itself groans affect your view of
stewardship?

3. How can God’s closeness to the brokenhearted help you face your grief
today?
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Day 1: #£ Facing Grief in a Broken World

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment when something in creation’s brokenness moved
you deeply.

2. List ways you currently respond to creation’s pain—both emotionally and
practically.

3. Reflect on how you experience God’s presence when you feel grief.
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Day 1: #£ Facing Grief in a Broken World

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, in the midst of a world that groans and struggles, I thank
You that You are close to the brokenhearted. Help me to see my grief not as a
sign of defeat but as a call to trust You deeper. Teach me how to steward Your
creation faithfully even when it hurts. Surround me with Your peace and give
me strength to love in the face of sorrow. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 2 @ J\
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Day 2: ) God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow
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Day 2: ) God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 - “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.. who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 147:3 - “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”
o Matthew 5:4 - “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
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Day 2: ) God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow

Devotional: Receiving and Sharing God’s Comfort

Grief can be isolating, but God promises profound comfort. 2 Corinthians 1:3-
4 reveals a divine cycle: God comforts us so that we can comfort others. Our
stewardship in a broken world includes compassionate presence toward both
creation and people who suffer.

God’s comfort is not a quick fix or denial of pain, but a deep, sustaining grace
that comes alongside us. Psalm 147:3 reminds us that God heals and binds
wounds—both visible and invisible. His comfort enables us to face grief
patiently and lovingly.

When you notice your own grief welling up, remember you are not alone. God
is the great Comforter. As you receive His comfort, He equips you tobe a
channel of care in a hurting world. By stewarding this tender response, you
participate in God’s restorative work, extending His healing touch through
everyday acts of love.
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Day 2: ) God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow

Reflect and Apply

1. Who in your life or in creation needs comfort today that you might be
able to offer?

2. How does recognizing God’s comfort in your grief reshape your
perspective on suffering?

3. What practical ways can you cultivate a heart to share comfort with
others?
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Day 2: ) God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when God comforted you during a difficult loss or
SOITOW.

2. Write down ways you can show God’s comfort to the hurting around you
this week.

3. Reflect on any barriers you face in comforting others and pray about
them.
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Day 2: ) God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow

Prayer for Today

Lord God, thank You for being my refuge and strength in times of sorrow.
Help me to receive Your comfort fully so that  may be an instrument of that
same comfort to others, whether people or the creation around me. Teach me
to steward my grief with patience and compassion. May Your healing love
flow through me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. {) @ J\,
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Day 3: % Hope Amidst Decay and Loss
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Day 3: 3 Hope Amidst Decay and Loss

Your Verse

Isaiah 43:2 - “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you... when
you walk through fire you will not be burned.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Revelation 21:4 - “He will wipe every tear from their eyes... There will be
no more death or mourning or crying or pain.”

o John 11:25 - Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even though they die.”
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Day 3: 3 Hope Amidst Decay and Loss

Devotional: Anchored in Hope Beyond Sorrow

Stewardship in grief looks forward with hope. Though we see decay and loss
in creation and in our lives, God’s Word reminds us He walks with us through
every trial. Isaiah 43:2 assures us that even when overwhelmed, God’s
presence protects and sustains.

Moreover, Scripture points beyond this broken world to a glorious future
where suffering ends. Revelation 21:4 gives a beautiful picture of ultimate
restoration: no more tears, pain, or death. Jesus’ promise in John 11:25 anchors
us in this hope—He is the resurrection and the life.

Hope doesn't erase grief but redefines it by reminding us of God's ultimate
victory. As stewards, we carry this hope to the world, nurturing creation and
life with faith that renewal is coming. Our grief moves us to care more deeply;,
investing in the life that remains with the confident expectation of
restoration.
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Day 3: 3 Hope Amidst Decay and Loss

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the promise of God’s presence in suffering comfort you as a
steward of creation?

2. What does the hope of eventual restoration motivate you to do today in
caring for the world?

3. In what ways does Jesus’ identity as resurrection affect how you
understand grief?
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Day 3: 3 Hope Amidst Decay and Loss

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your hopes for renewal in your own life or in the natural
world.

2. Reflect on how hope and grief coexist in your heart at this moment.

3. List practical actions inspired by hope that you can take in stewardship.
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Day 3: 3 Hope Amidst Decay and Loss

Prayer for Today

God of all hope, thank You for walking with me through every dark valley.
Help me to hold tightly to Your promises even when creation around me
suffers. Root my stewardship in the sure hope of restoration and new life
through Jesus Christ. May Your hope shine through my actions and
encourage others. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 35 ¥ J\
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Day 4: % Stewardship as Response to a
Fractured Creation
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Day 4: % Stewardship as Response to a Fractured Creation

Your Verse

Genesis 2:15 - “The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 24:1 - “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it.”
e Colossians 1:16-17 - “All things were created through him and for him.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Stewardship Through Grief: Trusting God Amid Creation’s Pain Page 24 of 45

Day 4: % Stewardship as Response to a Fractured Creation

Devotional; Faithful Care in a Broken World

Stewardship is not optional but central to our role as God’s image-bearers.
From the beginning, Genesis 2:15 reveals God’s design for humanity: to work
and take care of the earth. This calling continues, even when the creation
groans and suffers.

Recognizing that the earth belongs to the LORD (Psalm 24:1) shapes how we
engage with the world. Stewardship is an act of worship—honoring the
Creator by tending the creation. Colossians 1:16-17 reminds us that all things
hold together in Christ, underscoring His sovereignty and sustaining power
in creation.

Our grief and sorrow over a fractured world should propel us into faithful
action. Loving care, sustainable choices, and restoration efforts become
tangible ways to steward what God has entrusted even while longing for His
full redemption. Stewardship acknowledges pain but chooses responsibility
and hope.
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Day 4: % Stewardship as Response to a Fractured Creation

Reflect and Apply

1. How does understanding Earth’s belonging to God influence your
stewardship?

2. In what ways can grief motivate more faithful stewardship for you?

3. What are practical ways you can ‘work and take care’ of your environment
today?
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Day 4: % Stewardship as Response to a Fractured Creation

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your current stewardship habits—what you do well and what
could improve.

2. Write about how you might integrate prayer and worship into your
stewardship activities.

3. List steps toward deeper involvement in caring for creation in your
community.
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Day 4: % Stewardship as Response to a Fractured Creation

Prayer for Today

Creator God, thank You for entrusting me with Your creation. Even when it
feels broken, help me to steward it faithfully as a reflection of Your love and
sovereignty. Teach me to work diligently and care tenderly, trusting Your
sustaining power. May my stewardship bring honor to You and hope to the
world. In Jesus’name, Amen. % @ J\

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t Stewardship Through Grief: Trusting God Amid Creation’s Pain Page 28 of 45

Day 5: {§ Perseverance When Stewardship
Feels Hard
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Day 5: {§ Perseverance When Stewardship Feels Hard

Your Verse

Galatians 6:9 - “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 4.7 - “I have fought the good tight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith.”

e Psalm 13:1-2 - “How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long
will you hide your face from me?”
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Day 5: {§ Perseverance When Stewardship Feels Hard

Devotional: Holding On When the Road Is Tough

Stewardship in grief can be exhausting. Sometimes the brokenness we see
and feel weighs heavily, and weariness tempts us to give up. Yet Scripture
encourages perseverance. Galatians 6:9 assures us that the good we do will
bear fruit at the right time if we don’t lose heart.

Even Paul, in 2 Timothy 4:7, reflects on life as a race worth fighting through to
the end. The psalmist’s honest lament in Psalm 13 reminds us that it’s okay to
honestly express fatigue and doubt to God.

When stewardship feels hard, take heart. God sees your faithfulness and
sustains your strength. Perseverance is itself an act of trust, leaning on God’s
promises in the face of struggle. Remember that grief and effort can coexist
and that God honors every step you take on this journey:.
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Day 5: {§ Perseverance When Stewardship Feels Hard

Reflect and Apply

1. What challenges cause you to feel weary in your stewardship efforts?

2. How can you be honest with God about your struggles without losing
faith?

3. What promises from Scripture encourage you to keep going?
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Day 5: {§ Perseverance When Stewardship Feels Hard

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a letter to God expressing your current struggles and hopes.

2. Identify one or two supports (people, habits, scriptures) that help you
persevere.

3. Reflect on previous times God helped you not to give up; how can that
encourage today?
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Day 5: {§ Perseverance When Stewardship Feels Hard

Prayer for Today

God of endurance, the journey of stewardship can feel overwhelming and
tiring. When I am weary, remind me of Your promises to sustain and reward
perseverance. Strengthen my heart to keep doing good even when results are
unseen. Help me to cast my burdens on You and find rest for my soul. In Jesus’

name, Amen. { (5 2\
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Day 6: ¢:7 Creating Beauty in the Midst of
Loss
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Day 6: ¢&; Creating Beauty in the Midst of Loss

Your Verse

Isaiah 61:3 - “..to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of
joy instead of mourning.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ecclesiastes 3:1 - “There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”

o Matthew 6:28 - “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow.”
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Day 6: ¢&; Creating Beauty in the Midst of Loss

Devotional: Finding Restoration Through Care and
Beauty

Stewardship embraces restoration and beauty even amid grief. Isaiah 61:3
speaks of God’s promise to transform ashes—symbols of mourning—into a
crown of beauty and joy. This is a powerful image of hope and renewal.

Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that life has seasons—times to mourn and times to
celebrate. As stewards, we cultivate creation’s beauty just as God nurtures joy
in our hearts. Jesus teaches us to observe the lilies, who grow beautifully and
depend on God’s care.

You can participate in God's creative work by fostering beauty and nurturing
life. Small acts of tending a garden, caring for animals, or simply appreciating
natural beauty can be acts of worship and healing. They testify that even
through loss, God’s creativity continues, and healing blooms.
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Day 6: ¢&; Creating Beauty in the Midst of Loss

Reflect and Apply

1. What are ways you can cultivate or appreciate beauty in your
environment?

2. How does recognizing seasons of life impact your response to grief and
stewardship?

3. In what ways does creating or nurturing beauty bring you closer to God?
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Day 6: ¢&; Creating Beauty in the Midst of Loss

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a place or activity where you experience restoration and joy.

2. Write about how you might incorporate practices that cultivate beauty
into your stewardship.

3. Reflect on how God has transformed grief in your life or community.
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Day 6: ¢&; Creating Beauty in the Midst of Loss

Prayer for Today

Lord of restoration, thank You for turning our mourning into joy and ashes
into beauty. Teach me to nurture life and create spaces of healing around me.
Help me to appreciate the seasons and participate in Your ongoing work of
renewal. May my stewardship reflect Your creativity and love. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. 53 2 J\
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Day 7: © Embracing God’s Peace and Moving
Forward
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Day 7: & Embracing God’s Peace and Moving Forward

Your Verse

Philippians 4:7 - ‘“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 14:27 - “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”

o Hebrews 12:1 - “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
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Day 7: & Embracing God’s Peace and Moving Forward

Devotional: God’s Peace Empowers Faithful
Stewardship

At the close of this study, we embrace the peace God offers amid grief and
responsibility. Philippians 47 promises a peace beyond understanding—one
that protects our hearts and minds. This gift enables us to steward
confidently without fear or despair.

Jesus reassures us in John 14:27 that His peace is ours to claim, distinct from
what the world offers. With this peace, we can run our race with steadfastness
as Hebrews 12 encourages, facing challenges with eyes fixed on Jesus.

Moving forward does not mean forgetting grief but allowing Gods peace to
shape our response. As stewards amid a hurting world, peace guards us,
strengthens us, and empowers us to continue in hope and love. Trust in this
peace today as you carry the lessons and strength from this journey.
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Day 7: & Embracing God’s Peace and Moving Forward

Reflect and Apply

1. How can the peace of God guard your heart in ongoing grief and
stewardship?

2. What steps can you take to incorporate God’s peace into your daily life
and care for creation?

3. In what ways does peace enable you to persevere and move forward with
hope?
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Day 7: & Embracing God’s Peace and Moving Forward

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how God’s peace has sustained you during this study.

2. Reflect on your next steps in stewardship empowered by God’s peace.

3. Pray and journal your commitment to continue caring for creation

faithfully.
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Day 7: & Embracing God’s Peace and Moving Forward

Prayer for Today

Prince of Peace, thank You for the supernatural peace that guards my heart
and mind. Help me to hold on to this peace as I face grief and the call to
steward Your creation. Empower me to persevere in faith, hope, and love.
Guide me as I move forward, trusting You fully. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 5> 9

AS
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Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches

&% Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
 Aplace to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

Visit Now:

# www.HolyJot.com
2 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

(=3 We'd love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

(=3 Connect with us at:
Facebook - Instagram - YouTube - TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.

HOl JOt _ase keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
y © 2025 HolyJot LLC. All Rights Reserved.


https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=stewardship-through-grief-trusting-god-amid-creations-pain
https://www.holyjot.com/signup?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=stewardship-through-grief-trusting-god-amid-creations-pain
https://www.holyjot.com/?utm_source=holyjot&utm_medium=bsp-pdf&utm_campaign=stewardship-through-grief-trusting-god-amid-creations-pain
mailto:info@holyjot.com
https://www.facebook.com/61576605431049
https://www.instagram.com/holyjotbible
https://www.youtube.com/@holyjot
https://www.tiktok.com/@holyjot

	Introduction
	Day 1: 🌿 Facing Grief in a Broken World
	Day 2: 💧 God’s Comfort in Our Sorrow
	Day 3: 🌱 Hope Amidst Decay and Loss
	Day 4: 🛠 Stewardship as Response to a Fractured Creation
	Day 5: 🔥 Perseverance When Stewardship Feels Hard
	Day 6: 🌸 Creating Beauty in the Midst of Loss
	Day 7: 🕊 Embracing God’s Peace and Moving Forward



