Strength and Balance:
Encouragement for Bi-
Vocational Pastors

A 21-day plan offering biblical encouragement and
support for bi-vocational pastors to remain faithful,
balanced, and empowered in ministry and work.
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Introduction

Welcome to your 21-day spiritual journey designed specifically for bi-
vocational pastors — men who faithfully serve both in the marketplace and
in ministry. Balancing the demands of a secular job alongside leading a
congregation is a unique calling, often filled with challenges and exhaustion.
This study seeks to encourage and equip you through God'’s Word, reminding
you that you are not alone, and that your labor in both areas is deeply valued
by our Heavenly Father. J\,

Throughout this plan, you will engage with Scriptures that uplift your spirit,
remind you of your divine purpose, and offer practical insight for maintaining
spiritual, emotional, and physical balance. From wisdom about leadership
and perseverance to rest and renewal, each day is crafted to challenge you and
strengthen your faith walk.

Ministry and work can pull us in many directions, but God calls us to be
diligent, humble, and reliant on His grace. As you spend time reflecting on His
promises and truths, may you experience renewed passion and peace in both
your pastoral calling and your secular job.

We will explore the lives of biblical men who served faithfully in various roles,
learn from their strengths and weaknesses, and apply their lessons to your
unique context. Use this time to deepen your connection with God, find
encouragement during busy seasons, and lay a spiritual foundation for
sustained faithfulness.
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Remember: You are chosen, equipped, and empowered by God to be a light in
both the marketplace and His church. Blessings as you journey through this
plan, and may the Lord richly sustain you!
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Day 1: €) Called to Serve and Lead
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Day 1: © Called to Serve and Lead

Your Verse

1 Timothy 4:12 - "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young,

but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and
in purity.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 1:6 - "For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”

 Ephesians 4:11-12 - "So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people...”
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Day 1: © Called to Serve and Lead

Devotional: Embracing Your God-Given Calling
Boldly

Your calling as a bi-vocational pastor is significant and purposeful. Even if
your pastoral role sometimes feels overshadowed by the demands of work,
remember Paul’s encouragement to Timothy: lead by example and never
underestimate the power of your life’s witness. Age, experience, or pressures
don’t disqualify you from making a strong impact.

God has equipped you uniquely, giving you spiritual gifts alongside practical
skills. Not everyone has the patience, dedication, and courage to juggle two
callings — but you do because God empowers you. The discipline you
develop in your work and ministry shapes not only your character but also
the lives you serve.

It’s normal to wrestle with feelings of inadequacy or doubt. But hold tight to
the truth that God’s Spirit is at work within you, enabling you to lead, teach,
and love effectively. This foundation will help you stay faithful, even when
days are long and challenges arise.

Take heart. Your service matters deeply to God and His kingdom.
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Day 1: © Called to Serve and Lead

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently see your roles in work and ministry intersecting or
conflicting?

2. In what ways can you lead by example even amidst your busyness?

3. What spiritual gifts has God given you for both your job and pastoral
work?
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Day 1: © Called to Serve and Lead

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a moment recently when you felt God’s empowerment in your
roles.

2. List areas where you struggle to balance ministry and work and why.

3. Write down one practical step you can take to lead more intentionally this
week.
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Day 1: © Called to Serve and Lead

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for calling me to serve in dual roles. Help me to remember
that my example, words, and heart can inspire those around me. Grant me
strength and boldness to fulfill my calling with faithfulness and love. May
Your Spirit continually renew and equip me for every task. Help me to balance
my responsibilities with grace and not lose sight of Your purpose for my life.

Amen. J\, (5]
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Day 2: £ Finding Rest in the Midst of Work
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Day 2: #2 Finding Rest in the Midst of Work

Your Verse

Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 23:2-3 - "He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.”

e Exodus 34:21 - "Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall
rest..”
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Day 2: #2 Finding Rest in the Midst of Work

Devotional: Accepting Divine Rest to Renew Your
Strength

Between your ministry duties and secular job, rest may feel like a luxury
rather than a necessity. Yet Jesus openly invites us to come to Him when
weary, promising rest for our souls. As a bi-vocational pastor, your work is
demanding, but God’s design includes rhythms of rest and renewal.

Remember that rest isn’t just physical sleep; it’s a deep spiritual restoration
that only Christ can provide. When you intentionally pause to connect with
Him through prayer, worship, and silence, your heart and mind find peace
amidst chaos.

Running on empty only leads to burnout. God’s command to rest is an
invitation to trust Him with your workload and lean into His care. Setting
boundaries, even small ones, honors the body He has given you and aligns
you with His wisdom.

Give yourself permission to rest without guilt, knowing it strengthens your
ministry and work.
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Day 2: #2 Finding Rest in the Midst of Work

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you intentionally rest with God during your busy schedule?

2. What barriers prevent you from finding true rest in God?

3. How can you incorporate regular spiritual and physical rest this week?
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Day 2: #2 Finding Rest in the Midst of Work

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when resting in God refreshed your heart amid stress.

2. List practical ways you can create space for rest in your daily life.

3. Describe how rest impacts your effectiveness in ministry and your job.
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Day 2: #2 Finding Rest in the Midst of Work

Prayer for Today

Jesus, I come to You weary today. Please refresh my soul and help me find true
rest in Your presence. Teach me to trust You enough to pause and receive Your
peace amid my busy life. Strengthen my body, mind, and spirit so I can
continue serving with joy and endurance. Help me honor the rhythm of work
and rest You set. Amen. (% J\ &
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Day 3: & Wisdom for Balancing Priorities
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Day 3: & Wisdom for Balancing Priorities

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your

own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”

e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord..”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Strength and Balance: Encouragement for Bi-Vocational Pastors Page 20 of 131

Day 3: & Wisdom for Balancing Priorities

Devotional: Seeking God’s Wisdom to Prioritize Well

Managing the demands of work and ministry requires more than good
intention—it requires divine wisdom. Proverbs calls us to depend fully on
God rather than our own understanding for guidance. When overwhelmed by
conflicting priorities, submit your plans and time to Him, inviting His
direction.

Recognizing that 'there is a time for everything’ helps us to strategically
allocate moments for ministry, rest, family, and work. Aligning your tasks
with God’s timing lessens frustration and brings peace.

Whatever you do, do it wholeheartedly as for the Lord. Allow this mindset to
transform routine tasks into acts of worship and service. The balance you
seek is birthed through trust and daily surrender.

Ask God frequently for wisdom, and be patient as He rearranges your life to
honor both callings.
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Day 3: & Wisdom for Balancing Priorities

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you currently struggle most with balancing ministry and job
demands?

2. How can trusting God more shape your daily scheduling and priorities?

3. In what ways can your work become an extension of your worship?
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Day 3: & Wisdom for Balancing Priorities

Journaling Prompts

1. List your main responsibilities and identify which ones align most with
God’s calling.

2. Reflect on a time when trusting God brought clarity to a busy season.

3. Create a prayer asking God for wisdom to order your priorities.
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Day 3: & Wisdom for Balancing Priorities

Prayer for Today

Father, teach me to trust You completely with my time and decisions. Help me
to lean not on my own understanding but to seek Your wisdom for managing
my dual roles. Show me the right priorities and give me patience as I learn to
walk in Your timing. May all I do glorify You, whether in ministry or work.
Thank You for guiding my path. Amen. [ ] J\, Q
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Day 4: (% Strength When You Feel Weak
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Day 4: (% Strength When You Feel Weak

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufticient for you, for my power is made

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses...”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 40:29 - "He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of
the weak.”

e Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
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Day 4: (% Strength When You Feel Weak

Devotional;: God’s Power Is Perfected in Weakness

There will be days when the weight of responsibilities exhausts you. You may
feel weak, inadequate, or overwhelmed. Yet God’s grace meets us precisely in
those moments, displaying His power when our strength fails.

Paul’s words remind us that weakness is not a barrier but a gateway to
experience God’s sustaining power. When you admit your limitations, you
open the door for God to work mightily through you.

As a bi-vocational pastor, your energies are often stretched thin, but God’s
strength is not limited by your fatigue or circumstances. Whenever you feel
depleted, pause and invite His grace to replenish you.

Remember, God delights in using your weakness to magnify His strength.
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Day 4: (% Strength When You Feel Weak

Reflect and Apply

1. What weaknesses or limits do you currently experience in your dual
roles?

2. How can embracing your weaknesses open you to God’s power?

3. In what ways can you depend more fully on God when feeling
overwhelmed?
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Day 4: (% Strength When You Feel Weak

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when God’s strength carried you through weakness.

2. List specific areas where you need to surrender control to God.

3. Pray a short confession admitting your weaknesses and asking for grace.
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Day 4: (% Strength When You Feel Weak

Prayer for Today

Lord, when I am weak, be my strength. Thank You for giving me grace that
suffices in every situation. Help me to release my burdens into Your capable
hands. Fill me anew with power to persevere in work and ministry alike. May
Your strength shine through my weakness, glorifying Your name. In Jesus’

name, Amen. (i J\ ¥>
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Day 5: [_] Grounded in God’s Word
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Day 5: [] Grounded in God’s Word

Your Verse

Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Joshua 1:8 - "Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on
it day and night...”

o Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is alive and active...”
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Day 5: [] Grounded in God’s Word

Devotional: Letting Scripture [lluminate Your Journey

Amid overwhelming daily tasks, a steady anchor is essential. For bi-
vocational pastors, the Bible serves as that anchor — a guiding light
illuminating the path forward. Scripture nourishes your soul and equips you
to face both work challenges and ministry demands.

Psalm 119 beautifully describes God’s Word as a lamp and light, revealing the
next step when uncertainty threatens. Regular meditation and study sharpen
your spiritual discernment and nourish your faith.

Keep God’s Word central in your routine, not just for sermon prep but for
personal strength and encouragement. When you saturate your heart with
Scripture, you remain grounded and equipped to endure and lead well.

Let the living Word of God transform and sustain you daily.
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Day 5: [] Grounded in God’s Word

Reflect and Apply

1. How consistent is your personal Bible reading alongside your busy
schedule?

2. What passages have particularly encouraged you recently?

3. How can you more deeply integrate Scripture into your daily life?
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Day 5: [] Grounded in God’s Word

Journaling Prompts

1. Record a favorite Scripture that brings clarity or comfort.

2. Reflect on how Scripture has guided you in difficult decisions recently.

3. Plan ways to incorporate intentional Bible reading this week.
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Day 5: [] Grounded in God’s Word

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your Word that lights my way. Help me to treasure
Scripture and make it my daily priority, even amid busyness. Speak to my
heart through Your living Word and guide my steps in work and ministry.
Keep me grounded and renewed by Your truth. Amen. [\, ¥~
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Day 6: $% Integrity in All Things
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in All Things
Your Verse
Proverbs 10:9 - "Whoever walks in integrity walks securely...”
Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 8:21 - "For we are taking pains to do what is right...”
e Psalm 25:21 - "May integrity and uprightness protect me...”
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in All Things
Devotional: Walking Securely in Integrity Daily

Your reputation as a man of integrity is vital both in church and workplace.
Bi-vocational pastors model Christ not only through sermons but also by
how they conduct themselves day-to-day.

Integrity brings security — a foundation that protects your witness and
strengthens relationships. When decisions feel difficult, choosing honesty
and uprightness honors God and builds trust among coworkers and
congregants alike.

Even when no one is watching, your faithfulness reflects your heart. Living
with integrity bridges the gap between your two callings, showing that Christ
governs every aspect of your life.

Commit today to steadlfast integrity as a testimony of your faithfulness.
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in All Things
Reflect and Apply

1. Are there areas in work or ministry where your integrity feels tested?

2. How does your behavior reflect Christ’s character consistently?

3. What steps can you take to maintain integrity under pressure?
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in All Things
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a challenge that tested your integrity and how you
responded.

2. List practical ways to uphold integrity at work and church.

3. Commit in writing to one integrity practice you want to strengthen.
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Day 6: 3% Integrity in All Things

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to walk in integrity in all areas of my life. Strengthen me to
choose what is right even when it is hard or unnoticed. May my actions honor
You and inspire those around me. Guard my heart and protect my reputation
as I serve You faithfully. Amen. J\, ©
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Day 7: 7 Leading with Humility
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Day 7: € Leading with Humility
Your Verse

Philippians 2:3 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves.”

Supporting Scriptures

o James 4:6 - "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”
o 1 Peter 5:5 - "Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another...”
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Day 7: € Leading with Humility
Devotional: Servant Leadership Rooted in Humility

In leadership, humility is a powerful strength, not a weakness. As a bi-
vocational pastor, balancing responsibilities requires constant reliance on
God and others. Valuing people above yourself fosters respect and unity
within both your church and workplace.

Jesus Himself exemplified servant leadership — a posture of humility that
transforms lives. Embracing humility helps you lead effectively without
arrogance, creating an environment that welcomes growth and grace.

Humility also guards against burnout by reminding you that you cannot do
everything alone. Lean on the body of Christ and your support system
regularly.

Lead with a humble heart and watch God multiply your impact.
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Day 7: € Leading with Humility
Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways can pride subtly influence your leadership style?

2. How can you practically serve others to demonstrate humility?

3. Who can you invite into your leadership journey for mutual support?
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Day 7: € Leading with Humility
Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a leader who exemplified humility and what you learned.

2. Write ways you can practice humility this week in church and work.

3. Reflect on how humility helps prevent burnout in your life.
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Day 7: € Leading with Humility

Prayer for Today

Father, cultivate humility in my heart as I lead. Help me to value others above
myself and serve with a pure heart. Teach me to depend fully on You and to
welcome support. May I reflect the servant heart of Christ in every role.

Amen. \ )8
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Day 8: & Staying Passionate in Ministry
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Day 8: {§ Staying Passionate in Ministry
Your Verse

Romans 12:11 - "Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor,
serving the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Nehemiah 8:10b - "Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
e [saiah 40:31 - "Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.”
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Day 8: {§ Staying Passionate in Ministry

Devotional: Rekindling Your Zeal and Spiritual Fervor

Maintaining passion for ministry while juggling a secular job is challenging.
Yet God calls you to serve with zeal, fueled by the joy of the Lord. When
weariness creeps in, remember that your strength is renewed through hope
and dependence on God.

Passion is more than emotion; it is a sustained commitment propelled by the
Holy Spirit. Cultivating joy, worship, and prayer regularly will rekindle your
spiritual fervor.

Celebrate small victories in ministry and recognize God’s hand in every
progress. Let His joy be your underpinning strength to keep going with
enthusiasm.

Your passion lights a path for others to follow and inspires lasting change.
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Day 8: {§ Staying Passionate in Ministry

Reflect and Apply

1. What drains your passion for ministry and how can you guard against it?

2. How do you experience the joy of the Lord in your daily work?

3. What spiritual practices help you maintain zeal over time?
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Day 8: {§ Staying Passionate in Ministry

Journaling Prompts

1. List moments when your passion for ministry was strongest and why.

2. Reflect on habits that refresh your spiritual fervor and commit to them.

3. Describe how joy in the Lord has sustained you recently.
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Day 8: {§ Staying Passionate in Ministry
Prayer for Today

Lord, renew my passion to serve You wholeheartedly. Fill me with Your joy
that strengthens and sustains me. Help me to keep zeal alive even when
circumstances are tough. Let Your Spirit kindle a fire within me that never

fades. Amen. & J\ f&
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Day 9: @ Honoring God in Your Workplace
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Day 9: @ Honoring God in Your Workplace

Your Verse

Colossians 3:17 - "Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 10:31 - "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
it all for the glory of God.”

o Matthew 5:16 - "Let your light shine before others...”
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Day 9: @ Honoring God in Your Workplace

Devotional: Living Your Faith Boldly at Work

Your workplace is an extension of your ministry field. Whether your job is
secular, it provides a platform to display Christ’s character and influence.
Carry out your duties with excellence and integrity as worship to God.

Paul encourages believers to do everything in Jesus’ name, which includes
how you conduct yourself at work. In a culture that can be challenging, your
attitude, compassion, and ethics can reflect God’s light to colleagues and
clients.

Remember, ministry isn't confined to church walls. You are a witness to
Christ daily. Seek opportunities to serve and speak truth with humility at
work.

Let your workplace witness be a testimony of God's presence in your life.
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Day 9: @ Honoring God in Your Workplace

Reflect and Apply

1. How does your work reflect your identity as a follower of Christ?

2. Are there areas of your workplace conduct that could better honor God?

3. How can you be a light to coworkers without compromising your role?
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Day 9: @ Honoring God in Your Workplace

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about ways you currently integrate faith and work.

2. Identify challenges you face in workplace ministry and possible
solutions.

3. Pray and plan one intentional act of kindness or witness at work.
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Day 9: @ Honoring God in Your Workplace

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to honor You through my work. May my actions and words
glorify You and reflect Your love to those around me. Give me wisdom and
courage to be a shining light in my workplace. Use my job as a platform for

Your kingdom. Amen. (5 @ 2\
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Day 10: Q Time Management with God’s
Help
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Day 10: Q Time Management with God’s Help

Your Verse

Psalm 90:12 - "Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise
but as wise... making the most of every opportunity.”

o Ecclesiastes 5:1 - "Be careful to do your work properly...”
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Day 10: Q Time Management with God’s Help

Devotional: Wisdom to Steward Your Time Well

Time is a precious resource, especially for bi-vocational pastors balancing
multiple responsibilities. Psalm 90 reminds us to value each day wisely by
asking God for wisdom in managing time.

Effective time management is not just about schedules but aligning priorities
with God’s purpose. Use your hours to glorify Him and serve others well
without neglecting rest or family.

Pray for discernment to say "no” when necessary and the discipline to stay
focused on what matters most. Trust that God can multiply your limited time
for kingdom impact.

Seek God's guidance daily, and watch how your time becomes fruitful.
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Day 10: Q Time Management with God’s Help

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently prioritize your time between work, ministry, and
rest?

2. What time-consuming activities could you limit or eliminate?

3. How can you rely on God to help you manage your daily schedule more
wisely?
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Day 10: Q Time Management with God’s Help

Journaling Prompts

1. Track a typical day’s activities and identify time-related challenges.

2. Plan a daily routine that balances ministry, work, and personal health.

3. Pray for insight and discipline to steward your time intentionally.
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Day 10: Q Time Management with God’s Help

Prayer for Today

God, teach me to number my days and use my time wisely. Grant me wisdom
to balance ministry, work, and rest. Help me to make the most of each
opportunity You give and avoid distractions. Strengthen me to be a faithful
steward of the hours entrusted to me. Amen. Q J\[]
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Day 11: 5s¢ Trusting God for Provision
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Day 11: st Trusting God for Provision

Your Verse

Philippians 4:19 - And my God will meet all your needs according to the
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 6:33 - "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.”

e Psalm 34:10 - "The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek
the Lord lack no good thing.”
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Day 11: st Trusting God for Provision

Devotional: Faithfully Relying on God’s Provision

Juggling a job and pastoral ministry can sometimes lead to financial stress
and uncertainty. God’s Word reassures us that He will supply all our needs
according to His glorious riches. Trusting God for provision is an act of faith
that releases anxiety and fuels hope.

When you prioritize God’s kingdom above material concerns, He promises to
take care of the rest. This doesn’t always mean easy circumstances, but God’s
faithfulness is unwavering.

In your dual responsibilities, ask God to guide your finances and work
situation, and grant wisdom in budgeting and giving.

Rest in God s faithfulness and His loving provision for you and your family.
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Day 11: st Trusting God for Provision

Reflect and Apply

1. What financial pressures do you face in your current roles?

2. How can trusting God more relieve anxiety about provision?

3. In what areas can you grow in generosity despite financial concerns?
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Day 11: st Trusting God for Provision

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on past instances when God provided in surprising ways.

2. Write a prayer of surrender over your finances and future.

3. Plan one step to better steward your resources this month.
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Day 11: st Trusting God for Provision

Prayer for Today

Lord, I trust You to meet all my needs. Help me to seek first Your kingdom and
rest in Your faithful provision. Calm my worries about finances and empower
me to manage what You've given well. Thank You for being my provider and
sustainer. Amen. (58 & J\
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Day 12: @ Shepherding with Compassion
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Day 12: @ Shepherding with Compassion

Your Verse

1 Peter 5:2 - "Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching
over them... not because you must, but because you are willing...”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 21:17 - "Take care of my sheep.”
e Isaiah 40:11 - "He tends his flock like a shepherd...”
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Day 12: @ Shepherding with Compassion

Devotional: Leading Your Flock with Tender Care

Pastoral ministry is ultimately about caring for God's people with a
compassionate heart. This calling requires both sensitivity and strength — a
willingness to serve not out of obligation but love.

Balancing ministry with work might stretch your capacity, but remember the
importance of shepherding well. Compassion flows from connection; so
often the simplest acts of listening, praying, and presence meet great needs.

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, sets the example by tenderly caring for every
individual. Follow His lead as you shepherd your flock, even during busy or
tiring seasons.

Let compassion fuel your ministry and renew your purpose.
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Day 12: @ Shepherding with Compassion

Reflect and Apply

1. How does compassion shape your pastoral responsibilities?

2. Are you allowing busyness to hinder personal connections within your
congregation?

3. What steps can you take to shepherd with greater willingness and love?
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Day 12: @ Shepherding with Compassion

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when showing compassion profoundly impacted
someone.

2. List ways to better balance your availability for those in your church.

3. Pray for a compassionate heart and wisdom in shepherding.
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Day 12: @ Shepherding with Compassion

Prayer for Today

Jesus, help me shepherd Your people with a willing and loving heart. Teach
me to listen deeply and care tenderly, reflecting Your compassion. Strengthen
me to serve even when tired and busy. Thank You for any opportunities to
walk alongside others. Amen. @ J\ <3
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Day 13: & Building Supportive
Relationships
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Day 13: < Building Supportive Relationships

Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 4:9 - "T'wo are better than one, because they have a good return
for their labor.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:2 - "Carry each other’s burdens...”

« Hebrews 10:24-25 - "Encourage one another.. not giving up meeting
together.”
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Day 13: < Building Supportive Relationships

Devotional: The Power of Godly Partnerships

No man is meant to walk the path of ministry and work alone. Friends, family,
mentors, and fellow believers provide support, encouragement, and
accountability.

As a bi-vocational pastor, cultivating these relationships is vital. Sharing
burdens lightens your load and offers fresh perspectives. It also guards
against isolation — a major risk in demanding roles.

Make intentional space to connect, even if only briefly. Building a strong
network empowers you to persevere and grow.

Seek and cherish relationships that uplift your spirit and sustain your calling.
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Day 13: < Building Supportive Relationships

Reflect and Apply

1. Who currently supports and encourages you in your dual roles?

2. Are there relationships you can nurture or new connections to pursue?

3. How do you handle times when you feel isolated or discouraged?
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Day 13: < Building Supportive Relationships

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a relationship that has greatly impacted your ministry or
work.

2. List practical ways to build or strengthen your support network.

3. Pray for openness and courage to seek help and community.
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Day 13: < Building Supportive Relationships

Prayer for Today

Father, surround me with encouragers and godly partners. Help me to build
relationships that strengthen me and reflect Your love. Teach me tobea
support to others as well. May I never feel alone in my calling. Amen. < J\

N 4
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Day 14: %> Embracing God’s Grace Daily
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Day 14: %> Embracing God’s Grace Daily

Your Verse

Lamentations 3:22-23 - "Because of the Lord’s great love we are not
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 9:8 - "God is able to bless you abundantly...”

e Hebrews 4:16 - "Let us then approach God's throne of grace with
confidence..”
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Day 14: %> Embracing God’s Grace Daily

Devotional: Receiving Fresh Grace for Every Day

Every day brings new challenges, but also fresh opportunities to experience
God’s grace. His compassion never fails and is renewed each morning. When
you fall short or feel overwhelmed, grace covers your weaknesses and renews
your strength.

Thank God often for His abundant blessings and trust Him to empower you
afresh. Embracing grace cultivates humility and freedom from guilt, which is
essential when juggling demanding roles.

Draw near to God’s throne with confidence, knowing grace is available to help
you in every need.

Rest in His grace and let it fuel your perseverance.
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Day 14: ¥> Embracing God’s Grace Daily

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you experience God’s grace in your daily life?

2. What are some ways to remind yourself of grace in moments of failure?

3. How can grace influence your attitude toward your workload and calling?
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Day 14: ¥> Embracing God’s Grace Daily

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a recent situation where you felt God’s grace richly.

2. Write a gratitude list focused on God’s compassion and provision.

3. Pray for a greater awareness of grace throughout your days.
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Day 14: %> Embracing God’s Grace Daily

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your never-ending grace renewed every morning. Help
me to receive it fully and extend grace to myself when I stumble. Empower
me to persevere with joy, strengthened by Your compassion. May Your grace
carry me through this season. Amen. > /\, @
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Day 15: @8 Cultivating Healthy Boundaries
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Day 15: 8B Cultivating Healthy Boundaries
Your Verse
Mark 6:31 - "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 25:17 - "Seldom set foot in your neighbor's house— too much of
you, and they will hate you.”

e Genesis 2:2-3 - "By the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doing; so he rested...”
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Day 15: 8B Cultivating Healthy Boundaries

Devotional: Respecting Limits to Thrive in Ministry
and Work

It’s easy to overextend when passionate about ministry and committed to
work. However, God modeled rest and encouraged His disciples to withdraw
and recharge periodically.

Setting healthy boundaries protects your physical, mental, and spiritual
health. It means saying "no” sometimes and intentionally creating space for
rest, family, and personal renewal.

Respecting limits allows you to minister and work sustainably rather than
burning out. Boundaries are an act of obedience and stewardship over the
body God has given you.

Listen to God's invitation to rest and build boundaries that honor it.
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Day 15: 8B Cultivating Healthy Boundaries

Reflect and Apply

1. What current boundaries do you have and are they sufficient?
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2. Where do you find it hardest to say "no” or pause?

3. How can you begin to establish and maintain healthy limits?
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Day 15: 8B Cultivating Healthy Boundaries

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify one area where you need better boundaries and why.

2. Plan a weekly rest or retreat time to recharge spiritually and physically.

3. Pray for courage to say no when needed and trust God’s timing.
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Day 15: 8B Cultivating Healthy Boundaries

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to rest and set healthy boundaries. Help me hear Your voice
inviting me to withdraw and recharge. Grant me wisdom to protect my time
and strength for ministry and work. May I follow Your example of rest and

trust. Amen. 8B J\ /%
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Day 16: R Serving with Excellence
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Day 16: §% Serving with Excellence

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 10:31 - "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all
for the glory of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 9:10 - "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might.”

e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord.”
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Day 16: §% Serving with Excellence

Devotional: Honoring God by Doing Your Best

Your dual roles require excellence and wholehearted dedication. Paul
emphasizes that even ordinary tasks become acts of worship when done for
God’s glory. Serving well at work and ministry honors God and encourages
those you serve.

Strive not for perfection but for faithful effort. Let your diligence reflect the
value you place on your calling and the people you serve.

Excellence also models professionalism and integrity, bridging your two
worlds and elevating your witness.

Commit to serving with passion and excellence in every task.
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Day 16: §% Serving with Excellence

Reflect and Apply

1. How can you improve your service quality in ministry and work?

2. What motivates you to give your best when tasks feel routine?

3. How does serving with excellence impact those around you?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Strength and Balance: Encouragement for Bi-Vocational Pastors Page 100 of 131

Day 16: §% Serving with Excellence

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a recent task where you gave your best effort.

2. List ways to improve your focus and dedication to your duties.

3. Pray for strength and motivation to serve with excellence daily.
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Day 16: §% Serving with Excellence

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to serve You with excellence in all I do. May my work and
ministry glorify Your name through wholehearted effort. Strengthen me to
honor You even in small tasks and bring encouragement to those I serve.

Amen. R\ &
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Day 17: ¥ Maintaining Peace Amid
Busyness
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Day 17: €2 Maintaining Peace Amid Busyness

Your Verse

John 14:27 - "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you... Do not let your
hearts be troubled..”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 4:6-7 - "Do not be anxious about anything...”

o Isaiah 26:3 - "You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are
steadfast...”
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Day 17: €2 Maintaining Peace Amid Busyness

Devotional: Choosing God’s Peace in the Storm

Busyness can rob your heart of peace, but Jesus offers a peace that transcends
understanding. As a bi-vocational pastor juggling many demands, choosing
peace is an ongoing decision rooted in faith and surrender.

Prayer, meditation on God’s promises, and focusing on His presence calm
anxious thoughts and ease burdens. In moments of chaos, pause and receive
His peace, trusting He holds everything.

Peace does not remove challenges but empowers you to face them without
despair.

Let God'’s peace guard your heart and mind daily.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Strength and Balance: Encouragement for Bi-Vocational Pastors Page 105 of 131

Day 17: €2 Maintaining Peace Amid Busyness

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you experience anxiety or unrest most often?

2. How can you cultivate peace despite a hectic schedule?

3. What spiritual practices help you reset your mind and heart?
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Day 17: €2 Maintaining Peace Amid Busyness

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when God’s peace overwhelmed your worries.

2. Plan moments of stillness or prayer throughout your busy days.

3. Wrrite a prayer surrendering your anxieties to God’s peace.
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Day 17: €2 Maintaining Peace Amid Busyness

Prayer for Today

Jesus, fill my heart with Your peace that surpasses all understanding. Help me
to cast my cares on You and live without anxiety amid busyness. Guard my
mind and calm my spirit so I may serve faithfully and rest well. Amen. €3 J\

N 4

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t Strength and Balance: Encouragement for Bi-Vocational Pastors Page 108 of 131

Day 18: @ Impacting Your Community
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Day 18: @ Impacting Your Community

Your Verse

Matthew 5:14 - "You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Romans 12:13 - "Share with the Lord s people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.”

o Jeremiah 29:7 - "Seek the peace and prosperity of the city...”
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Day 18: @ Impacting Your Community

Devotional: Shining God’s Light in Your Sphere of
Influence

Your ministry influence extends beyond the church walls into your
community. As a bi-vocational pastor, your workplace and neighborhood are
fields ripe for Kingdom impact.

Jesus calls you to be a light that shines visibly, bringing hope, encouragement,
and love. Acts of kindness, hospitality, and advocacy reflect God’s heart to
those around you.

Even small steps make a big difference—whether mentoring a coworker,
serving a neighbor, or mobilizing your church for community outreach.

Embrace your role as a light-bearer in all spheres of life.
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Day 18: @ Impacting Your Community

Reflect and Apply

1. What opportunities exist for you to impact your workplace and
community?

2. How can you be intentional about serving those outside the church?

3. In what ways can your dual callings complement each other for greater
impact?
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Day 18: @ Impacting Your Community

Journaling Prompts

1. List current community needs you feel called to address.
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2. Plan one practical act of service or hospitality this week.

3. Pray for boldness to shine Christ’s light wherever you go.
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Day 18: @ Impacting Your Community

Prayer for Today

Lord, use me as a light in my community and workplace. Help me to see
opportunities to serve and love those around me. Empower me to bring hope
and encouragement through my words and actions. May Your light shine
brightly through me. Amen. @ 2\, )
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Day 19: () Innovating in Ministry and Work
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Day 19: () Innovating in Ministry and Work

Your Verse

Isaiah 43:19 - "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it?”

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 7:8 - "The end of a matter is better than its beginning...”

e Philippians 3:13 - "Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what
isahead.”
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Day 19: () Innovating in Ministry and Work

Devotional: Welcoming God’s New Work in Your
Calling

Juggling two roles often requires creativity and openness to new approaches.
God is always at work doing new things, inviting you to participate in
innovation in ministry and your job.

Embrace the changes, experiments, and learning processes involved rather
than clinging to old routines. This flexibility enables you to lead effectively
and manage your time and resources wisely.

Innovation may come in how you structure your schedule, incorporate
technology, or engage those you serve.

Be open to God's new work in your life and ministry.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Strength and Balance: Encouragement for Bi-Vocational Pastors Page 117 of 131

Day 19: () Innovating in Ministry and Work

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there old habits or mindsets holding you back from trying new
methods?

2. How do you respond to change or unexpected challenges at work or
church?

3. What new ideas might God be inviting you to explore?
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Day 19: () Innovating in Ministry and Work

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify one area where you can try a fresh approach.

2. Write about lessons learned from past innovations or failures.

3. Pray for courage and wisdom to embrace new opportunities.
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Day 19: () Innovating in Ministry and Work

Prayer for Today

God, open my eyes to the new things You are doing. Help me to embrace
change with faith and creativity. Guide my steps as I innovate in ministry and
work for Your glory. Give me courage to try new ways and trust Your leading.

Amen. Q) J\ ¥~
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Day 20: J\ Staying Rooted in Prayer
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Day 20: /), Staying Rooted in Prayer

Your Verse

1 Thessalonians 5:17 - "Pray continually.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 6:12 - "Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”
e James 5:16 - "The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”
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Day 20: /), Staying Rooted in Prayer

Devotional: Cultivating a Habit of Continual Prayer

Prayer is the lifeline that sustains your dual calling. As a bi-vocational pastor,
constant communication with God empowers, encourages, and directs you.

Developing a rhythm of ongoing prayer—throughout the day—strengthens
your dependence on God’s guidance and grace.

Follow Jesus’ example by setting aside moments for deep, focused prayer
even amid your responsibilities.

Prayer fuels your spirit and aligns your heart with God's will.
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Day 20: /), Staying Rooted in Prayer

Reflect and Apply

1. How consistent is your prayer life amidst your workload?

2. What challenges prevent you from praying regularly?

3. How can you create simple reminders or habits to pray throughout the
day?
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Day 20: /), Staying Rooted in Prayer

Journaling Prompts

1. List current prayer requests for ministry, work, and personal life.

2. Record answers to prayer as encouragement to keep praying.

3. Pray intentionally for perseverance to sustain your calling.
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Day 20: /), Staying Rooted in Prayer

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to pray continually and depend on You. Teach me to speak with
You in every moment and listen for Your voice. Strengthen my prayer life so it
sustains and guides me. Thank You for being my constant companion. Amen.

A M
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Day 21: £ Running the Race with
Endurance
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Day 21: £ Running the Race with Endurance

Your Verse

Hebrews 12:1 - "Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 4:7 - "I have fought the good tight, I have finished the race..”
e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good...”
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Day 21: £ Running the Race with Endurance

Devotional: Persevering Faithfully to the Finish

Your journey as a bi-vocational pastor is a marathon, not a sprint. God
encourages you to run with endurance, keeping eyes fixed on Jesus, the
ultimate example of faithful perseverance.

The race is challenging with seasons of fatigue, discouragement, and
obstacles. But keep pressing on, trusting God’s strength and purpose.

Celebrate progress and victories, no matter how small, and remember that
God’s grace will carry you to the finish line.

Stay faithful, run well, and finish strong for God’s glory.
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Day 21: £ Running the Race with Endurance

Reflect and Apply

1. What encourages you to keep going when ministry and work feel hard?

2. How can you keep your focus on Jesus amidst distractions?

3. In what ways can you support others running their own race?
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Day 21: £ Running the Race with Endurance

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on your journey so far and write about God’s faithfulness.
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2. Plan encouragement for yourself when the race gets tough.

3. Pray for strength, endurance, and joy to finish well.
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Day 21: £ Running the Race with Endurance

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to run my race with perseverance and faith. Strengthen my
heart and body to endure the challenges of ministry and work. Keep my eyes
fixed on You as my example and prize. May I finish well, bringing glory to
Your name. Amen. £ 2\
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