Surrendering
Expectations: Women
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Explore how women can surrender expectations in
marriage, letting love grow through flexibility and
grace over 7 transformative days.
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Introduction

Marriage is a journey of shared lives, hopes, and challenges. For many
women, expectations can shape this journey profoundly, sometimes leading
to frustration when reality diverges from our hopes. But what if surrendering
these expectations could open the door to deeper love, flexibility, and grace?
This study invites you into a transformational experience where you lay
down rigid expectations and embrace God's design for grace-filled
relationships. @

In marriage, women often carry invisible burdens — the ideal of the perfect
spouse, spotless home, or unshakeable harmony. The Bible, however, offers a
different path: one of humility, patience, and loving selflessness. When love
blooms in this soil, both partners flourish.

Through seven days of scripture, reflection, and prayer, we will explore
exemplary women in the Bible whose lives were marked by courage,
patience, and surrender - qualities that foster lasting love. We'll also dive into
the teachings of Jesus and Paul to understand how flexibility and grace
transform relationships, making space for growth beyond expectations.

Each day offers a chance to pause and ask: How am I holding on tightly to
expectations that may hinder love? How can I welcome God's grace to
reshape my heart and marriage? You will be encouraged to journal and pray,
allowing the Holy Spirit to guide your journey toward a marriage marked by
freedom and joyful surrender.
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Let this week be a time of healing and renewal, where love is not withheld
until conditions are met but grows abundantly as you relinquish control and
embrace God’s perfect plan. @
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Day 1: £ Surrendering Control
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Day 1: #£ Surrendering Control

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your

own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 375 - "Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do
this.”

o Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest.”
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Day 1: #£ Surrendering Control

Devotional: Letting Go of Control to Trust God’s Plan

Trusting God frees us from the heavy yoke of control. Often in marriage,
especially for women, there is a deep desire to manage outcomes, arrange
circumstances, and protect the relationship from disappointment. But
Proverbs 3:5-6reminds us that our understanding is limited, and
surrendering control to God is an act of faith and humility. This surrender is
not about passivity but a deliberate choice to trust God’s wisdom over our
fears.

When expectations weigh heavily, they become chains that restrict love's
natural growth. Letting go allows space for flexibility, grace, and unexpected
blessings. Reflect today on areas of your marriage where control feels
necessary, and invite God to be your guide.

Remember, rest is found in surrender. Jesus calls weary hearts to come to
Him, promising renewal. Through this daily surrender, you build resilience—
not through your strength but through His grace.
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Day 1: #£ Surrendering Control

Reflect and Apply

1. Where in my marriage am I trying to control outcomes or my spouse’s
actions?

2. How does trusting God change my perspective on unmet expectations?

3. What fears keep me from surrendering fully to God’s guidance in my
relationship?
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Day 1: #£ Surrendering Control

Journaling Prompts

1. List three expectations you hold tightly in your marriage and explore
their origins.

2. Write about a time when letting go brought peace or growth to your
relationship.

3. Record a prayer asking God to help you release control and trust Him.
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Day 1: #£ Surrendering Control

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, help me surrender the tight grip I have on my marriage. Teach me
to trust You fully, knowing You guide every step. Replace my fears with faith
and let Your grace flow in my heart and home. May I find rest in Your
presence and extend Your love generously to my spouse. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. J\ ¥ &
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Day 2: §57 Embracing Flexibility
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Day 2: (¥ Embracing Flexibility
Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Romans 12:2 - "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

e Philippians 4:11-12 - "I have learned to be content whatever the
circumstances.”
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Day 2: (¥ Embracing Flexibility

Devotional: Growing Strong Through Seasons of
Change

Marriage journeys through seasons of change, demanding flexibility and
adaptability. When expectations become rigid, they clash with the natural
ebb and flow of life and partnership. Ecclesiastes 3:1highlights the
importance of discerning God’s timing and purposes, acknowledging that
love thrives when we adjust to life's seasons.

Flexibility invites growth—it softens our hearts, opens communication, and
provides space for grace when plans shift unexpectedly. The Apostle Paul
models contentment and transformation, showing that our mindset must
renew continuously to reflect God’s will and embrace change without
resentment.

Today, reflect on how you respond to shifts in your marriage. Do you resist or
embrace them? Flexibility does not mean weakness; rather, it is a sign of
strength and trust in God’s ability to work through every season.
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Day 2: (¥ Embracing Flexibility
Reflect and Apply

1. How do I react when things in my marriage don’t go as planned?

2. In what ways can I renew my mind to embrace flexibility and God’s
timing?

3. How does contentment influence the way I handle change?
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Day 2: (¥ Embracing Flexibility
Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a season of change in your marriage and how it impacted you.

2. Journal about how God might be shaping your heart through current
circumstances.

3. Write down ways to practice contentment and flexibility daily.
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Day 2: (¥ Embracing Flexibility
Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, teach me to embrace life’s seasons with a flexible and open
heart. Help me to surrender expectations that bind me and allow Your timing
to prevail. Fill me with contentment and wisdom to navigate change with
grace and love. May my marriage reflect Your steadfast faithfulness. In Jesus’
name, Amen. )\ & @
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Day 3: @ Serving in Love
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Day 3: @ Serving in Love

Your Verse

Ephesians 5:21 - "Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:13 - "Serve one another humbly in love.”

e John 13:14 - "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another's feet.”
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Day 3: @ Serving in Love

Devotional; Mutual Service:; The Heart of Grace-Filled
Love

Love expressed through humble service transforms marriage. Ephesians 5:21
calls husbands and wives to mutual submission, a radical invitation to
prioritize one another’s needs respectfully out of reverence for Christ. This
mutual giving requires flexibility—yielding personal desires for the well-
being of your spouse.

Jesus exemplified this servant heart by humbling Himself to wash His
disciples’ feet, teaching us that greatness in love involves acts of kindness and
selflessness. Serving in love frees us from demanding conditions and fosters
a deepening of intimacy and trust.

Reflect today on how you serve your spouse. Are there new ways you can
show love through actions small or great? This act of surrender enriches your
marriage and mirrors Christ’s love for His church.
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Day 3: @ Serving in Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I practice mutual submission in my marriage?

2. What barriers prevent me from serving humbly and selflessly?

3. How can serving my spouse foster greater grace and flexibility in our
relationship?
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Day 3: @ Serving in Love

Journaling Prompts

1. List acts of service you have received that made you feel loved.

2. Identify areas where you can serve your spouse more intentionally.

3. Write a prayer asking God to cultivate a servant heart within you.
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Day 3: @ Serving in Love

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to serve my spouse with a heart full of love and humility.
Teach me to put aside my expectations and seek their good above my own.
May my actions reflect Your servant heart and strengthen our bond through
grace and flexibility. Equip me to love as You have loved me. In Your holy
name, Amen. J\, @ J
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Day 4: 3% Celebrating Godly Women
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Day 4: 3% Celebrating Godly Women

Your Verse

Proverbs 31:25 - "She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at
the days to come.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ruth 1:16 - "Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.”

e Esther 4:14 - "And who knows but that you have come to your royal
position for such a time as this?”
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Day 4: 3% Celebrating Godly Women

Devotional: Strength and Joy from God’s Calling

Godly women in the Bible model strength, dignity, and devoted love. From
the faithfulness of Ruth to the courage of Esther, their stories remind us that
surrendering our own plans can position us for God’s greater purposes.

Proverbs 31:25 portrays a woman who faces the future with joy and
confidence because her strength is rooted in God, not circumstances. These
women teach us that grace and resilience flourish when we adapt and trust
God’s timing.

As you consider these examples, reflect on your own journey in marriage.
How can embracing flexibility and grace shape your identity and influence
your relationship? Celebrate the unique role God has called you to with
dignity and hope.
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Day 4: 3% Celebrating Godly Women

Reflect and Apply

1. Which biblical woman’s story resonates most with my current season?

2. How can I embody strength and dignity in my marriage?

3. What fears about the future do I need to release in faith?
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Day 4: 3% Celebrating Godly Women

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a woman in the Bible who inspires you and why.

2. Journal your unique strengths and how you contribute to your marriage.

3. Reflect on how God might be using your present season for His glory:.
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Day 4: 3% Celebrating Godly Women

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for the examples of godly women who inspire me
to walk with strength and grace. Help me to laugh with joy at the days to
come, trusting fully in Your plan. Empower me to reflect Your love and dignity
in my marriage and life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, &} &
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Day 5: () Renewing the Mind
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Day 5: () Renewing the Mind

Your Verse

Romans 12:2 - "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 4:8 - "Whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable—
think about such things.”

e Colossians 3:2 - "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”
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Day 5: () Renewing the Mind

Devotional: Transforming Thoughts for Gracious
Living

Our thoughts shape how we perceive and experience marriage. Renewing the
mind means replacing worldly expectations and disappointments with God’s

truth. Romans 12:2 challenges us to transformation that begins in the mind,
impacting every attitude and action.

By focusing on truth, love, and purity as encouraged in Philippians 4:8, we
cultivate a mindset that fosters grace and patience. Shifting our focus from
earthly concerns to heavenly values frees us from bitterness and unrealistic
demands.

Today, ask God to reveal any negative thought patterns about your marriage.
Invite Him to renew your mind so your heart can extend greater love,
flexibility, and grace.
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Day 5: () Renewing the Mind

Reflect and Apply

1. What negative or worldly expectations affect my view of marriage?

2. How can I fill my mind with truths that promote love and grace?

3. In what ways does focusing on heavenly things change my daily
interactions?
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Day 5: () Renewing the Mind

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify and write down limiting beliefs about marriage you want to
change.

2. List scriptural truths to meditate on when negative thoughts arise.

3. Describe how renewed thinking has impacted a relationship in your life.
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Day 5: () Renewing the Mind

Prayer for Today

Lord, renew my mind with Your truth and love. Help me to reject worldly
patterns and embrace Your perspective on marriage. May my thoughts serve
to build up rather than tear down, allowing grace and flexibility to flourish in
my heart and home. In Jesus’name, Amen. £\, © 9
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Day 6: & Showing Grace Daily
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Day 6: & Showing Grace Daily

Your Verse

Colossians 3:13 - "Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:2 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”

o Luke 6:37 - "Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”
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Day 6: & Showing Grace Daily

Devotional: The Power of Forgiveness and Patience

Grace is the daily currency of a thriving marriage. It calls us to patience,
forgiveness, and humility, as emphasized in Colossians 3:13. Expecting
perfection from a spouse often leads to disappointment, but grace releases
both partners into freedom.

Bearing with each other’s weaknesses mirrors Christ’s patience and love
toward us. Choosing forgiveness, especially in small daily moments, builds a
foundation where love is not conditional but expansive and healing.

Commit today to intentionally practice grace in your marriage. Let your heart
be a place of refuge, reflecting God’s incredible mercy and love through your
actions and words.
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Day 6: & Showing Grace Daily

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I typically respond when my spouse disappoints me?

2. What makes extending grace difficult, and how can I overcome this?

3. In what ways does forgiveness renew our marriage relationship?
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Day 6: & Showing Grace Daily

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you extended grace and its impact.

Page 39 of 46

2. List habits that help you cultivate patience and forgiveness.

3. Pray for the ability to forgive fully and love deeper.
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Day 6: & Showing Grace Daily

Prayer for Today

Merciful God, thank You for the grace You lavish on me each day. Help me to
extend that same grace to my spouse with patience, humility, and a forgiving
heart. Teach me to love unconditionally, reflecting Your boundless mercy. In

Jesus’name, Amen. J\ & @&
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Day 7: 9 Growing Love Through Surrender
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Day 7: €9 Growing Love Through Surrender

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 134-7 - "Love is patient, love is kind... It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:12 - "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”
e Galatians 5:22-23 - "The fruit of the Spirit... is love, joy, peace,

forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.”
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Day 7: €9 Growing Love Through Surrender

Devotional: Love’s True Strength Through Surrender

Love defined by the Bible is a choice to surrender self for the other. 1
Corinthians 13beautifully describes love as patient, kind, and enduring—
qualities cultivated through daily surrender of our expectations and pride.

When we love as Jesus commanded, we embody the fruit of the Spirit,
nurturing a marriage that thrives amidst imperfections. Surrender does not
mean losing yourself but finding your fullest identity in Christ’s love, which
overflows into your relationship.

As this study concludes, celebrate the freedom found in laying down
expectations and embracing grace. Commit to growing love through
continued surrender and God’s enabling power.
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Day 7: €9 Growing Love Through Surrender

Reflect and Apply

1. How has surrendering expectations transformed my view of love?

2. What areas in my marriage need more patience, kindness, or
perseverance?

3. How can I rely on the Spirit to cultivate lasting love in our relationship?
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Day 7: €9 Growing Love Through Surrender

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on how God has answered prayers during this study.

2. Write a commitment to surrender love daily in your marriage.

3. List ways to exhibit the fruit of the Spirit in your relationship.
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Day 7: €9 Growing Love Through Surrender

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for teaching me what true love looks like. Help me to
continue surrendering my expectations and growing in patience, kindness,
and faithfulness. Fill me with Your Spirit to love deeply and persevere through
every season. May my marriage be a testimony of Your amazing grace. In
Your precious name, Amen. J\, ¥ %
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