The Ark of the Covenant in
Dagon’s Temple: Lessons
in God’s Supremacy

Explore the story of the Ark in Dagon’s Temple and
its powerful message about God’s holiness,
sovereignty, and protection.
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Introduction

The Ark of the Covenant holds a central place in the history and faith of Israel
as God's physical presence among His people. Carved out of acacia wood and
overlaid with pure gold, the Ark symbolized God's holiness, power, and
covenant promises to His people. In an extraordinary episode recorded in 1
Samuel 5, the Ark was captured by the Philistines and placed in the temple of
their god, Dagon. This event unveils deep spiritual truths about the
supremacy of the true God over idols and false gods.

When the Ark entered Dagon’s temple, Dagon’s statue fell face down before
the Ark, symbolizing divine judgment and the impotence of false gods. God's
presence brought plagues and terror upon the Philistines, showing that
nothing can stand against His holiness and power. This narrative challenges
us to reflect on where we place our trust and recognize God's unmatched
sovereignty in our own lives. As we embark on this 7-day study plan, we will
delve into the significance of the Ark, the spiritual conflict around it, and how
God’s presence shapes our faith. This story reveals the tension between
divine authority and worldly powers, inviting us to grow deeper in reverence
and trust for the One true God.

Join us in exploring the powerful lessons from the Ark in Dagon’s temple, and
discover how God’s unshakable reign impacts our walk with Him today.
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Day 1: [[] The Ark: God’s Holy Presence
Among His People
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Day 1: [[] The Ark: God’s Holy Presence Among His People

Your Verse

Exodus 25:10-22 - "They shall make an ark of acacia wood... And there I will
meet with you, and all who follow me shall meet with me.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 9:4 - "which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-
covered ark of the covenant.”

e Joshua 3:3 - "They carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the
earth.”
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Day 1: [[] The Ark: God’s Holy Presence Among His People

Devotional: God’s Presence: A Promise and a Guide

The Ark of the Covenant was not merely a sacred box but a tangible sign of
God's dwelling with His people. In Exodus, God gave detailed instructions for
its construction, highlighting its significance. It was a symbol of God's
holiness, revealing His desire to be close to those who follow Him and to lead
His people. The Ark represented God's presence moving with Israel, guiding,
protecting, and reminding them of His promises.

Knowing that God Himself was among them encouraged the Israelites to
trust Him in their daily lives. For us today, the Ark reminds us that God is not
distant or detached but accessible, ready to meet us where we are. As we
begin this study, reflect on the ways that God reveals His presence to you and
how this presence changes your experience of life.
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Day 1: [[] The Ark: God’s Holy Presence Among His People

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I understand God’s presence in my life today?
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2. In what ways can I be more aware of God’s guidance and nearness?

3. What does the holiness of God mean to me personally?
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Day 1: [[] The Ark: God’s Holy Presence Among His People

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt especially close to God.

2. Describe what God’s presence means in your daily challenges.

3. List ways you can cultivate a greater awareness of God in your life.
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Day 1: [[] The Ark: God’s Holy Presence Among His People

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your constant presence with us. Help me to recognize
Your nearness and trust Your guidance. Teach me to live with reverence,
knowing You are holy and yet close. May I be sensitive to Your leading and
comfort in all circumstances. Strengthen my faith to rest in Your promises
and walk daily with confidence in Your abiding presence. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

AN AN
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Day 2: 4 The Ark Captured: God’s People in
Crisis
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Day 2: ¢ The Ark Captured: God’s People in Crisis

Your Verse

1Samuel 4:10-11 - "Then the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated... the
ark of God was captured.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 2:13 - "My people have committed two sins.... they have
forsaken me, the spring of living water.”

o Psalm 46:1 - "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt The Ark of the Covenant in Dagon’s Temple: Lessons in God’s Supremacy Page 12 of 45

Day 2: ¢ The Ark Captured: God’s People in Crisis

Devotional: Faith Tested: Trust Beyond
Circumstances

The capture of the Ark by the Philistines was a devastating blow to Israel. It
symbolized more than military defeat—it represented a crisis of faith. When
God’s presence was taken, the Israelites faced fear, confusion, and despair.
This moment challenges believers to consider what happens when trust in
God falters or circumstances seem overwhelming.

Despite this setback, Scripture reminds us that God remains sovereign. Our
response in times of crisis determines whether we cling to His promises or
fall into doubt. Rather than relying on sacred objects or traditions, we are
called to trust God Himself as our refuge and strength. This day’s study
beckons us to examine our faith foundation—do we worship God or the
symbols of faith?
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Day 2: ¢ The Ark Captured: God’s People in Crisis

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I respond when God seems distant or silent?
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2. Do I place faith in God or in external things?

3. How can I strengthen my trust in God during difficulties?
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Day 2: ¢ The Ark Captured: God’s People in Crisis

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a difficult time where your faith was tested.

2. Reflect on what or who you rely on when you are afraid.

3. List practical ways to deepen your trust in God amid challenges.
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Day 2: ¢ The Ark Captured: God’s People in Crisis

Prayer for Today

Father, in moments of struggle, help me to fix my eyes on You. When life feels
overwhelming, remind me that You are my refuge and strength. Teach me to
trust You—not in objects or signs—but in Your unchanging character. Restore
my faith when doubt creeps in and give me courage to stand firm in Your
promises. In Jesus’ powerful name, Amen.

AOBL
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Day 3: jat Dagon’s Temple: False Gods
Overthrown
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Day 3: fst Dagon’s Temple: False Gods Overthrown

Your Verse

1Samuel 5:2-4 - "When they rose early the next day, there was Dagon fallen
on his face..”

Supporting Scriptures

 Exodus 20:3 - "You shall have no other gods before me.”

o [saiah 46:9 - "l am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none
like me.”
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Day 3: fst Dagon’s Temple: False Gods Overthrown

Devotional: God’s Supremacy Exposes False Gods

Dagon, the Philistines’ chief god, was powerless before the Ark. When placed
in Dagon’s temple, the idol fell and was broken—a dramatic demonstration of
God’s supremacy over all false deities. This event illustrates a timeless truth:
God’s holiness and power cannot be contained or rivaled by idols.

For us, the story calls us to evaluate what '‘gods’ we may unknowingly
worship in our hearts—whether pride, money, success, or comfort. False gods
promise security, but only the living God is truly sovereign and able to save.
When we acknowledge His unmatched greatness, our worship turns fully to
Him alone.
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Day 3: fst Dagon’s Temple: False Gods Overthrown

Reflect and Apply

1. What idols might be competing for my worship and trust?
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2. How does recognizing God’s power help me reject false gods?

3. In what ways can I prioritize worshiping the one true God?
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Day 3: fst Dagon’s Temple: False Gods Overthrown

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify anything that distracts you from fully trusting God.

2. Write about how you can surrender those 'idols’ to God.

3. Consider habits or attitudes that need God’s renewal in your life.
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Day 3: fst Dagon’s Temple: False Gods Overthrown

Prayer for Today

Lord God, You alone are worthy of all praise. Expose any false gods in my
heart so I may turn from them completely. Help me to honor You as the one
true God, supreme and unshakable. Teach me to worship You in spirit and
truth so my life reflects Your holiness and glory. In Jesus’ mighty name,
Amen.

AFOY
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Day 4: /\ The Plague: Consequences of
Ignoring God
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Day 4: /\ The Plague: Consequences of Ignoring God

Your Verse

1Samuel 5:6-9 - "The hand of the Lord was heavy on the people of Ashdod...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:7 - "Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun
evil.”

 Deuteronomy 28:15 - "However, if you do not obey the Lord your God...
all these curses will come on you.”
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Day 4: /\ The Plague: Consequences of Ignoring God

Devotional: God’s Holiness Demands Reverence and
Obedience

The Philistines suffered a devastating plague while the Ark remained in their
city. It reminds us that ignoring God’s holiness and commandments carries
serious consequences. Yet God's discipline is also an invitation to repentance
and recognition of His righteous authority.

As believers, we must never take God lightly. His justice and holiness demand
our reverence and obedience. Yet in His mercy, He calls us back when we
stray. This day, reflect on God’s holy standards and His loving correction
designed to restore us.
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Day 4: /\ The Plague: Consequences of Ignoring God

Reflect and Apply

1. Do I recognize ways God may be correcting me?
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2. How do I respond to God’s discipline or guidance?

3. What steps can I take to align my life with God’s holiness?
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Day 4: /\ The Plague: Consequences of Ignoring God

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you experienced God’s correction.
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2. Reflect on areas in life where you need greater obedience.

3. List ways to grow in reverence for God’s holiness.
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Day 4: /\ The Plague: Consequences of Ignoring God

Prayer for Today

Holy God, help me to fear and respect You rightly. Teach me to listen to Your
guidance and embrace correction as Your love. Purify my heart so I may live
in obedience and honor Your holy name. Lead me daily on the path of
righteousness and grant me grace to stay faithful. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AUEHSE
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Day 5: [ii] God’s Sovereignty Over Nations
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Day 5: [[1] God’s Sovereignty Over Nations

Your Verse
1Samuel 5:11-12 - "The Lord’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod..”
Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 22:28 - "For dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the
nations.”

e Daniel 4:17 - "The Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth...”
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Day 5: [[1] God’s Sovereignty Over Nations

Devotional: God Reigns Supreme Over All Nations
and Powers

The episode with the Ark in Philistine territory powerfully reveals that God's
sovereignty extends over nations and kings. Though the Philistines captured
the Ark, they could not control the mighty presence of God. Even hostile
powers must submit to His authority.

This truth is a comfort and challenge. It assures us that no earthly power
ultimately determines our destiny. God’s kingdom is eternal and unshaken.
As believers, we can trust in His governance and align ourselves with His
purposes in a turbulent world.
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Day 5: [[1] God’s Sovereignty Over Nations

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing God rules over nations affect my view of current
events?

2. Do I trust God’s control even when circumstances look difficult?

3.In what ways can I participate in God's kingdom work today?
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Day 5: [[1] God’s Sovereignty Over Nations

Journaling Prompts

1. Journal about your thoughts on God’s power over world affairs.

2. Describe any worries you need to surrender to God’s sovereignty.

3. Write down how you can reflect God’s kingdom values daily.
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Day 5: [[1] God’s Sovereignty Over Nations

Prayer for Today

Almighty God, You reign over all the earth. Help me trust Your sovereign plan
amid uncertainty. Encourage my heart that You hold every nation in Your
hands and work all things for good. May I be Your faithful witness, living
boldly under Your rule. In the powerful name of Jesus, Amen.

AOEBY
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Day 6: () Recognizing God’s Power and
Presence Today
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Day 6: () Recognizing God’s Power and Presence Today

Your Verse

John 14:16-17 - "I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate...
the Spirit of truth.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 139:7-10 - "Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where can I flee from
Your presence?”

o Romans 8:11 - "The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in

/4

you.
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Day 6: () Recognizing God’s Power and Presence Today

Devotional: God’s Presence Abides Through His Spirit

Though the Ark was a physical symbol of God's presence in the Old
Testament, today believers are given the gift of the Holy Spirit, who indwells
us permanently. The Spirit is our Advocate, Guide, and source of power,
revealing the presence of God in our hearts and lives.

This wonderful truth means we do not have to seek God in specific places or
religious objects, but can experience His nearness and strength every
moment. Recognizing God’s work through the Spirit deepens our faith and
empowers us to live as God’s people in the world.
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Day 6: () Recognizing God’s Power and Presence Today

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I experience the Holy Spirit’s presence in my life?

2. What role does the Spirit play in guiding and strengthening me?

3. How can I be more receptive to the Spirit’s leading each day?
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Day 6: () Recognizing God’s Power and Presence Today

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you sensed the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

2. Reflect on areas of your life needing the Spirit’s empowerment.

3. List ways to cultivate a daily awareness of God’s Spirit.
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Day 6: () Recognizing God’s Power and Presence Today

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, thank you for Your abiding presence. Fill me with Your peace,
guidance, and power as I walk through life. Help me to be sensitive to Your
voice and obedient to Your leading. Teach me to live reflecting God’s love and
truth through Your work in me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

EAVA P
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Day 7: (@) Living in Reverence and Trust
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Day 7: (@ Living in Reverence and Trust

Your Verse

Hebrews 12:28-29 - "Let us be grateful and worship God acceptably... for our
God is a consuming fire.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 1:7 - "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
e James 4:8 - "Come near to God and he will come near to you.”
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Day 7: (@ Living in Reverence and Trust

Devotional: Commit to Reverent Trust and Worship

As we conclude this study, the story of the Ark in Dagon’s temple points us to
a life of reverence, worship, and trust in God’s holiness and power. God is
righteous and just—a consuming fire for evil but merciful to those who draw
near in faith.

Living a life pleasing to God requires gratitude, humility, and intentional
worship. It means continually choosing to trust His presence, honor His
supremacy, and obey His Word. Let us carry these truths into each day,
confident that our God reigns and sustains.
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Day 7: (@ Living in Reverence and Trust

Reflect and Apply

1. How can I cultivate a lifestyle of worship and reverence?
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2. What hinders me from fully trusting God’s holiness and power?

3. In what practical ways can I draw nearer to God daily?
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Day 7: (@ Living in Reverence and Trust

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal prayer committing to deeper reverence.
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2. List habits that honor God and strengthen your faith.

3. Reflect on how worship shapes your relationship with God.
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Day 7: (@ Living in Reverence and Trust

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, I commit to living with reverence and trust. Help me worship
You with a grateful heart and obedience. May I always honor Your holy name
and draw ever closer to You. Increase my faith to rely fully on Your power and
presence each day. In Jesus’name, Amen.

AOO®
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