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📖 Introduction
Understanding Jesus’ Divine Authority

In the Gospels, Jesus reveals profound truths about His identity and mission.
One of the most significant aspects is His divine authority—the authority
given to Him by the Father to judge the living and the dead. John 5:16–30
provides a powerful window into this truth, where Jesus teaches openly about
His unity with the Father and the divine judgment He is entrusted to carry
out.

For centuries, believers have wrestled with the implications of Jesus’ claim to
divine authority. He is not merely a moral teacher or prophet; rather, He is the
Son of God, fully divine, sharing in the Father’s authority and power. This
authority includes the ability to give life to whom He will and to execute
judgment with perfect justice.

Throughout this 7-day study, we will journey through John’s Gospel and
related Scriptures to understand the full weight and wonder of Jesus’ identity
and His role as Judge. We will explore how His teachings reveal His unique
relationship with God the Father and what it means for our faith and lives
today. By reflecting on these passages, you can grow in confidence and
reverence for Jesus as the sovereign Son of God.

Let this study deepen your understanding, strengthen your faith, and inspire
your commitment to live under the authority of Jesus—a King who judges
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with mercy, justice, and love.
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Day 1: 👑 Jesus’ Divine Authority Revealed
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Your Verse
John 5:16-18 - "For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was
he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making
himself equal with God."

Supporting Scriptures
Colossians 1:15 - "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over
all creation."
Hebrews 1:3 - "The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being."

Day 1: 👑 Jesus’ Divine Authority Revealed
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Devotional: Recognizing Jesus' Divine Equality
Today we begin by focusing on Jesus’ claim to divine authority, a truth that
caused controversy among the religious leaders. In John 5:16-18, Jesus heals
on the Sabbath and proclaims God as His Father, equating Himself with God
—a statement that startled many.

What does this mean for Jesus to be “equal with God”? It affirms Jesus’ unique
divine nature, not merely as a messenger but as God himself in human form.
This is echoed in Colossians 1:15 and Hebrews 1:3, where Jesus is described as
the exact representation of God’s being.

Jesus’ authority is not self-assumed but given by the Father (John 5:19). His
works and words flow from this intimate unity with God. As we reflect on
this, consider your own view of Jesus—is He just a historical figure, or do you
acknowledge His divine identity?

Jesus’ authority invites us to trust in Him fully as God’s rightful Son and the
sovereign Lord over all creation.

Day 1: 👑 Jesus’ Divine Authority Revealed
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does Jesus' claim to be equal with God challenge or affirm your

understanding of who He is?

�. What impact does Jesus' divine authority have on your trust in Him?

�. In what areas of your life do you need to acknowledge Jesus’ lordship
more fully?

Day 1: 👑 Jesus’ Divine Authority Revealed
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about your initial reactions to Jesus’ claim of divinity.

�. Describe areas in your life where recognizing Jesus’ authority could bring
change.

�. Reflect on what trusting Jesus as God’s Son means for your daily walk.

Day 1: 👑 Jesus’ Divine Authority Revealed
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Prayer for Today
Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing Your divine identity as the Son of God.
Help me to grasp the weight of Your authority and to respond with faith and
trust. Teach me to honor Your lordship in every part of my life and to rely on
Your power and grace. Strengthen my belief that You are truly equal with the
Father and worthy of all praise. In Your holy name, Amen. 🙏👑💖

Day 1: 👑 Jesus’ Divine Authority Revealed

The Authority of the Son: Jesus' Divine Identity and Judgment Page 10 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Day 2: 🕊  Jesus’ Unity with the Father
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Your Verse
John 5:19 - "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do
only what he sees his Father doing."

Supporting Scriptures
John 10:30 - "I and the Father are one."
Philippians 2:6-7 - "Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage."

Day 2: 🕊  Jesus’ Unity with the Father
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Devotional: The Perfect Unity of Father and Son
Jesus expresses a profound truth about His relationship with the Father. In
John 5:19, He emphasizes His complete dependence and unity with God.
Jesus does nothing independently—His actions perfectly mirror the Father’s
will.

This unity means that Jesus shares the same divine purpose and power as
God. John 10:30 states, "I and the Father are one," underscoring their
inseparable nature. Yet, Philippians reminds us Jesus humbled Himself by
taking on human form without clinging to His divine privileges.

Why is this unity important? It assures us that Jesus’ teachings, miracles, and
judgments are fully divine and trustworthy. His role as judge isn’t self-
appointed but a shared mission with the Father. This perfect harmony
demonstrates the nature of divine authority—obedient love and righteous
power combined.

Reflect on how this perfect unity between Father and Son shapes your
understanding of Jesus’ role and your relationship to God.

Day 2: 🕊  Jesus’ Unity with the Father
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Reflect and Apply
�. What does Jesus’ dependence on the Father teach you about humility and

obedience?

�. How does knowing Jesus is one with the Father affect your trust in His
teachings?

�. In your life, how can you strive to be more united with God’s will as Jesus
models?

Day 2: 🕊  Jesus’ Unity with the Father
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about what Jesus’ unity with the Father reveals about His divine

nature.

�. Reflect on a time when obedience to God brought blessing or growth in
your life.

�. Describe how you can imitate Jesus’ model of perfect alignment with the
Father.

Day 2: 🕊  Jesus’ Unity with the Father
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Prayer for Today
Father God, thank You for revealing the perfect unity between You and Your
Son, Jesus. Help me to trust in their divine harmony and submit my will to
Yours. Teach me to follow Jesus’ example of obedience and dependence on
You. May my life reflect Your purposes as perfectly as Jesus’ did. In Jesus’
name, Amen. 🙏💫❤ 

Day 2: 🕊  Jesus’ Unity with the Father
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Day 3: ⚖ Jesus as Judge of All
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Your Verse
John 5:22-23 - "Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all
judgment to the Son... so that all may honor the Son just as they honor the
Father."

Supporting Scriptures
2 Corinthians 5:10 - "We must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ."
Acts 17:31 - "He has set a day when he will judge the world with justice."

Day 3: ⚖ Jesus as Judge of All
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Devotional: Honoring Jesus as the Judge
Jesus teaches an essential truth concerning His role as the appointed Judge of
the world. The Father has given Him all authority to judge because of their
unity and His divine role. This judgment is a profound responsibility that
Jesus carries with perfect justice and mercy.

2 Corinthians 5:10 reminds us that all believers will appear before Christ’s
judgment seat to receive their due rewards. Acts 17:31 further confirms that
God has set a day for righteous judgment.

How should this truth affect how we live? Knowing that Jesus is both Savior
and Judge compels us to a life of reverence and obedience. It reminds us that
His authority is comprehensive—not only does He save but also holds final
authority over eternity.

Today, ask yourself if you honor the Son as you do the Father. Recognizing
Jesus as Judge should inspire gratitude, holiness, and a desire to live aligned
with His will.

Day 3: ⚖ Jesus as Judge of All
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you respond to Jesus being both Savior and Judge?

�. What changes in your life when you remember that all will stand before
His judgment?

�. How can you honor Jesus daily as worthy of the same honor as the
Father?

Day 3: ⚖ Jesus as Judge of All
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about what it means for your faith that Jesus is entrusted with

judgment.

�. Reflect on how the reality of judgment influences your daily decisions.

�. Describe ways you can show honor to Jesus in your worship and
obedience.

Day 3: ⚖ Jesus as Judge of All

The Authority of the Son: Jesus' Divine Identity and Judgment Page 21 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Prayer for Today
Lord Jesus, I acknowledge You as the righteous Judge entrusted with all
authority. Help me to live with reverence for Your judgment and gratitude for
Your saving grace. May my heart honor You as I honor the Father, trusting in
Your justice and mercy. Guide me to live each day pleasing to You. In Your
powerful name, Amen. 🙏⚖✨

Day 3: ⚖ Jesus as Judge of All
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Day 4: 🌟 Life-Giving Authority of the Son
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Your Verse
John 5:21 - "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so
the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it."

Supporting Scriptures
John 11:25 - "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in
me will live, even though they die."
Romans 6:23 - "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Day 4: 🌟 Life-Giving Authority of the Son
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Devotional: Jesus: Giver of Eternal Life
Jesus shares a stunning aspect of His authority: the power to give life. Not just
physical life, but eternal life. Because of His unity with the Father, the Son has
the ability to raise the dead and grant life to those He chooses.

In John 11:25, Jesus declares, "I am the resurrection and the life," affirming
that belief in Him conquers death itself. Romans 6:23 contrasts the
consequence of sin with the gift of eternal life through Christ.

This life-giving authority is at the heart of the gospel. It reveals Jesus as the
source of true and everlasting life. Through His death and resurrection, He
defeated sin and death, offering that victory to all who believe.

Today, consider what it means for you personally that Jesus has the authority
to give you eternal life. How does this impact your hope, your trust, and your
purpose?

Day 4: 🌟 Life-Giving Authority of the Son
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does Jesus’ power to give life influence your understanding of

salvation?

�. In what ways can you live differently knowing eternal life is His gift?

�. How can you share the hope of life in Jesus with others?

Day 4: 🌟 Life-Giving Authority of the Son
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Journaling Prompts
�. Reflect on how Jesus’ life-giving authority has impacted your life.

�. Write about what eternal life means to you personally.

�. Consider how you might express gratitude to Jesus for the gift of life.

Day 4: 🌟 Life-Giving Authority of the Son
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Prayer for Today
Dear Jesus, thank You for Your authority to give eternal life. I am grateful that
through You, death is overcome and hope is secured. Help me to live in the
light of this truth and share it with those around me. Fill me with the joy and
peace that come from the life You freely give. In Your matchless name, Amen.
🙏🌟💖

Day 4: 🌟 Life-Giving Authority of the Son
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Day 5: 🔥 The Role of Judgment and Mercy
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Your Verse
John 5:24 - "Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life."

Supporting Scriptures
Romans 8:1 - "Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus."
James 2:13 - "Mercy triumphs over judgment."

Day 5: 🔥 The Role of Judgment and Mercy
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Devotional: Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment
Jesus assures us of both judgment and mercy. Those who believe in Him have
passed from death to life and will not face condemnation on judgment day.
This beautiful promise emphasizes that faith in Jesus removes the verdict of
guilt and grants grace and mercy.

Romans 8:1 proclaims freedom from condemnation for believers, confirming
that judgment from God is tempered with mercy for those in Christ. James
2:13 reminds us that mercy triumphs over judgment, inviting us to receive
God’s compassion.

What does this balanced truth mean for believers? It encourages a life marked
by faith and gratitude, rooted in the assurance of mercy yet aware of the
seriousness of judgment. Jesus is both the righteous Judge and the merciful
Savior.

As you reflect today, consider how this truth motivates you to live in faith and
extend mercy to others.

Day 5: 🔥 The Role of Judgment and Mercy
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does knowing believers will not be condemned affect your

relationship with God?

�. In what ways can you show mercy to others as God has shown you
mercy?

�. How do judgment and mercy coexist in your understanding of Jesus?

Day 5: 🔥 The Role of Judgment and Mercy
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about the comfort you find in Jesus’ promise of no condemnation.

�. Reflect on a time you experienced or extended mercy.

�. Identify ways you can grow in showing mercy in your daily life.

Day 5: 🔥 The Role of Judgment and Mercy
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Prayer for Today
Gracious Lord, thank You for the mercy You extend to all who believe. I am
humbled by Your grace that lifts me from judgment to life. Help me to live in
this assurance and to share Your mercy with others. May my heart reflect
Your compassion and love always. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙏🔥💛

Day 5: 🔥 The Role of Judgment and Mercy
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Day 6: 📖 Jesus’ Teaching on Judgment
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Your Verse
John 5:27 - "And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of
Man."

Supporting Scriptures
Matthew 25:31-32 - "The Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne and
separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats."
Revelation 20:12 - "The dead were judged according to what they had
done as recorded in the books."

Day 6: 📖 Jesus’ Teaching on Judgment
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Devotional: Living with an Eternal Perspective
Jesus teaches clearly about His authority to judge all humanity. As the Son of
Man, He shares in the Father’s authority to make righteous decisions at the
final judgment. This authority is not arbitrary but perfectly just and based on
divine wisdom.

Matthew 25:31-32 portrays the final judgment where Jesus separates people
like a shepherd divides sheep from goats—showing the clarity and fairness of
His judgment. Revelation 20:12 details how the dead will be judged according
to their deeds, emphasizing God’s perfect justice.

How does Jesus’ role as Judge affect how we live today? It reminds us that our
lives matter deeply and that our choices have eternal consequences. Rather
than fear, we are called to live with intentional faith and hope in Jesus’ mercy.

As you meditate today, ask God to help you live in a way that honors His
divine judgment and goodness.

Day 6: 📖 Jesus’ Teaching on Judgment

The Authority of the Son: Jesus' Divine Identity and Judgment Page 37 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Reflect and Apply
�. How does Jesus’ role as Judge influence your daily decisions and

priorities?

�. What motivates you to live faithfully in light of future judgment?

�. How can you encourage others to embrace hope over fear regarding
judgment?

Day 6: 📖 Jesus’ Teaching on Judgment
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about your thoughts on Jesus’ righteous judgment.

�. Reflect on decisions you need to make that align with God’s will.

�. Describe how an eternal perspective might change your lifestyle.

Day 6: 📖 Jesus’ Teaching on Judgment
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Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father, thank You for the perfect justice of Jesus, our Judge. Give me
wisdom to live each day with an eternal perspective, honoring You in all I do.
Help me to love You and others well, knowing our lives reflect Your judgment.
Strengthen my faith and hope in Your righteous plan. In Christ’s name, Amen.
🙏📖✨

Day 6: 📖 Jesus’ Teaching on Judgment
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Day 7: 🙏 Responding to Jesus’ Authority
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Your Verse
John 5:30 - "By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my
judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me."

Supporting Scriptures
John 14:6 - "I am the way and the truth and the life."
Psalm 95:7-8 - "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts."

Day 7: 🙏 Responding to Jesus’ Authority
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Devotional: Surrendering to Jesus’ Sovereign Rule
Jesus concludes His teaching on divine authority by affirming His perfect
submission to the Father. He judges with perfect justice because He seeks to
please God alone—affirming the integrity of His mission.

John 14:6 declares Jesus as the exclusive way to the Father, the truth we must
trust, and the life we need. Psalm 95 exhorts us to listen to God’s voice,
respond in faith, and not harden our hearts.

How should we respond to the authority of Jesus? We are called to faith,
reverence, and obedience. Recognizing Jesus as the divine Judge and Savior
invites humility and trust, surrendering our whole lives to Him.

As this study ends, reflect on your own response. Are you fully submitting to
Jesus’ authority? How will you live differently because of what you have
learned?

Day 7: 🙏 Responding to Jesus’ Authority
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Reflect and Apply
�. How do you surrender your will to Jesus as He sought to please the

Father?

�. What steps can you take to deepen your trust in Jesus’ authority?

�. How might you share the truth of Jesus’ identity and judgment with
others?

Day 7: 🙏 Responding to Jesus’ Authority
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write a personal commitment to live under Jesus’ authority.

�. Reflect on obstacles that make surrender difficult and pray over them.

�. Plan practical ways to grow in faith and obedience to Jesus.

Day 7: 🙏 Responding to Jesus’ Authority

The Authority of the Son: Jesus' Divine Identity and Judgment Page 45 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


Prayer for Today
Lord Jesus, I thank You for Your perfect justice and humility as You carry out
the Father’s will. Help me to surrender fully to Your authority and trust Your
judgment with a faithful heart. Teach me to obey, live in Your truth, and
proclaim Your name boldly. May my life glorify You alone. In Your precious
name, Amen. 🙏❤ 👑

Day 7: 🙏 Responding to Jesus’ Authority

The Authority of the Son: Jesus' Divine Identity and Judgment Page 46 of 46

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
www.holyjot.com

https://www.holyjot.com/


💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
Please keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
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