The Bible's Call: Lessons
from Darkness and
Decline

Explore a 21-day journey through Scripture
reflecting on moral decline and God’s call to
righteousness inspired by Judges 19’s sobering
narrative.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 21-day Bible study plan centered around a sobering and
deeply challenging passage from the book of Judges — the story of the Levite
and his concubine in Judges 19. This narrative unfolds a dark chapter in
Israel’s history, where the tragic consequences of moral decay and societal
breakdown are starkly portrayed. As we journey through these three weeks
together, we will explore how this grim tale reflects the broader spiritual and
cultural condition when “everyone did what was right in their own eyes”
(Judges 21:25). This phrase captures the essence of chaos that ensues when
God’s standards are ignored and replaced by human discretion and selfish
ambition.

Throughout these 21 days, we will weave Scripture passages that provide
insight into God’s perspective on justice, righteousness, community, and
repentance. We will confront challenging questions about our own hearts and
cultures, asking whether we too are tempted to justify actions by personal
preference rather than divine instruction. Yet, in walking through this story of
darkness, we will also discover enduring lessons about God’s holiness, His
grief over sin, and His desire to restore His people to faithful living.

This journey will call for honest reflection and spiritual openness. It is not
only a study of ancient history but also a mirror for our present condition. The
Bible reveals that when people stray from God’s ways, brokenness and
violence follow—a truth as relevant today as it was in the days of the judges.
But God’s love and truth never abandon us. Through Scripture and prayer,
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you will be encouraged to seek God’s guidance for personal and communal
transformation.

Prepare your heart to be challenged, convicted, and encouraged. Let this
study foster a deeper understanding of the Bible’s power to expose sin, call us
to repentance, and invite us into a restored relationship with the Holy God
who, even in judgment, extends mercy and grace.
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Day 1: [_] Introduction to Judges and Its
Context
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Day 1: [[] Introduction to Judges and Its Context

Your Verse

Judges 1:1 - After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the Lord who should
go up first to fight against the Canaanites.

Supporting Scriptures

e Judges 2:16 - Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the
hands of these raiders.

e Judges 21:25 - In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw
fit.
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Day 1: [[] Introduction to Judges and Its Context

Devotional: Judges: A Time of Turmoil and Moral
Chaos

The book of Judges sets the stage for understanding the chaotic period Israel
faced between Joshua and the establishment of monarchy. The cycle of sin,
oppression, repentance, and deliverance marks most of its narrative. Different
from the orderly conquest under Joshua, Judges reveals a time when
faithfulness faltered and God raised leaders, or judges, to rescue His people
momentarily. As we start, reflect on the repeated phrase ‘everyone did what
was right in their own eyes.” This picture of spiritual anarchy foreshadows the
event we will focus on later — the Levite and his concubine’s tragic story in
chapter 19. It reveals what happens when community and moral law break
down.

Let us begin by inviting God’s Spirit to open our eyes to His truth, especially
when we wrestle with pain and darkness that emerge from sin’s
consequences. The setting reminds us that life apart from God’s rule
inevitably spirals into disorder and suffering.
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Day 1: [[] Introduction to Judges and Its Context

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing the cultural chaos of Judges shape your
understanding of the people’s actions in chapter 19?

2. What does the phrase ‘everyone did what was right in their own eyes'
suggest about relying on personal judgment over God’s word?

3. In what ways does spiritual anarchy show up in your community or
personal life?
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Day 1: [[] Introduction to Judges and Its Context

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when following your own judgment led to difficulties.
How might seeking God’s guidance have changed the outcome?

2. Journal your thoughts on what moral decline looks like around you today:.

3. Reflect on the role of leadership and accountability in maintaining
spiritual and moral order.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 11 0of 132

Day 1: [[] Introduction to Judges and Its Context

Prayer for Today

Lord, as we begin this study, help us to see clearly the dangers of living by our
own standards instead of Your eternal truth. Guide our hearts and mindsto
understand the consequences of turning away from You. Restore in us a love
for Your righteousness and justice. Open our eyes to the ways we might be
contributing to confusion and chaos, and empower us to walk in Your ways.
May Your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. J\ [1¥>
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Day 2: /\ The Tragedy Begins: Hospitality
Tested
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Day 2: /\ The Tragedy Begins: Hospitality Tested
Your Verse

Judges 19:1 - In those days when there was no king in Israel, a Levite man
from the mountains of Ephraim took a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah.

Supporting Scriptures

e Genesis 19:1 - The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot
was sitting in the gateway of the city.

« Hebrews 13:2 - Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.
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Day 2: /\ The Tragedy Begins: Hospitality Tested
Devotional: Sacred Hospitality Violated in Gibeah

Hospitality in biblical times was sacred. It reflected respect, safety, and God-
honoring community standards. This account opens with a Levite and his
concubine journeying to Bethlehem, intent on staying one more night before
returning home. However, their stay in Gibeah, a clan town of Benjamin,
turns ominous.

The story draws similarities with other Old Testament narratives like Sodom,
where the sanctity of hospitality collapses into violent perversion. When the
men of the city demand to abuse the Levite, the host protects his guest by
offering his own daughter and concubine instead, highlighting the
community’s depraved state and distorted value system.

This tragic deterioration of hospitality signals comprehensive moral collapse.
It is a snapshot of a society far removed from God’s protection and order. As
we reflect today, consider how the sacredness of community and protection
of the vulnerable is foundational in Scripture and what it means when these
are discarded.
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Day 2: /\ The Tragedy Begins: Hospitality Tested
Reflect and Apply

1. Why was hospitality so important in ancient Israel, and what does its
violation say about Gibeah's society?

2. How do we today protect the vulnerable in our own communities?

3. What lessons about God’s design for human relationship arise from this
story?
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Day 2: /\ The Tragedy Begins: Hospitality Tested
Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on your experience of hospitality — times when you've been a
host or a guest. What feelings or responsibilities did those roles evoke?

2. Write about a time you witnessed or experienced the betrayal of trust or
safety. How did it affect your view of community?

3. Journal prayerfully about ways you can promote safety and honor in your
community.
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Day 2: /\ The Tragedy Begins: Hospitality Tested
Prayer for Today

Father, Your Word reveals the pain that comes when safety and hospitality
break down. Help us to cherish and nurture the sacredness of welcoming
others. Protect the vulnerable in our communities and guide us to act with
compassion and courage. Give us hearts that reflect Your love and justice. May
we never fail to defend those in need. In Jesus’ name, Amen. €3\ @
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Day 3: f} Darkness Falls: The Levite’s
Concubine
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Day 3: f) Darkness Falls: The Levite’s Concubine

Your Verse

Judges 19:25 - But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his
concubine and sent her outside to them, and they raped her and abused her
throughout the night until morning.

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 34:18 - The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.

o Micah 6:8 - Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.
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Day 3: f) Darkness Falls: The Levite’s Concubine

Devotional: Confronting Violence and Brokenness

The horror of chapter 19 reaches its depth here. The concubine is brutally
abused by the men of Gibeah — a devastating act of violence that strips
dignity, safety, and life. The passage reveals profound evil and the tragic
effects of lawlessness when society rejects God’s justice.

While this account is heartbreaking and difficult, Scripture doesn’t shy away
from showing human brokenness openly. It reminds us that God is
profoundly grieved by sin and injustice and that darkness must be
confronted.

Yet even here, hope quietly exists. God draws close to the brokenhearted
(Psalm 34:18) and calls His people to seek justice, mercy, and humility
(Micah 6:8). We are invited to grieve with those who suffer and to commit
ourselves to walking in righteousness amidst a fallen world.
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Day 3: f) Darkness Falls: The Levite’s Concubine

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond emotionally and spiritually to this tragic event in
Judges 19?

2. What does God’s closeness to the brokenhearted mean to you in times of
pain?

3. How do justice, mercy, and humility factor into responding to evil and
suffering?
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Day 3: f) Darkness Falls: The Levite’s Concubine

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer or letter expressing your feelings about the pain and
injustice in this story.

2. Reflect on a personal or observed experience of brokenness and how God
was present.

3. Journal ways you can advocate for justice and mercy in your community.
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Day 3: f) Darkness Falls: The Levite’s Concubine

Prayer for Today

God of eternal justice, today we come before You with heavy hearts, deeply
moved by the suffering that results from sin’s power. Comfort the
brokenhearted and give us courage to stand against injustice wherever we see
it. Teach us to walk humbly and love mercy as You command. May Your Spirit
heal wounded souls and bring light to dark places. We trust in Your
righteousness and grace. Amen. @ J\ f}
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Day 4: €) Seeking Justice: The Levite’s
Response
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Day 4: © Seeking Justice: The Levite’s Response

Your Verse

Judges 19:29 - When he entered his home, he took a knife and cut up his
concubine’s body into twelve parts and sent them throughout Israel.

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:19 - Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for
God’s wrath.

e [saiah 1:17 - Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.
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Day 4: © Seeking Justice: The Levite’s Response

Devotional: Responding to Sin with Godly Justice

The Levite’s drastic act of dismembering his concubine’s body and sending
the pieces to all Israel was a shocking call to action. It served as a grim wake-
up, exposing the depths of depravity and demanding national accountability.
His response, while emotionally charged and steeped in grief, sparked
outrage and eventually civil war.

This part of the narrative highlights the tension between human responses to
sin and God’s call for righteous justice. The Apostle Paul warns against
personal revenge but encourages trust in God’s justice (Romans 12:19), while
the prophets emphatically call God’s people to actively seek justice and
defend the vulnerable (Isaiah 1:17).

God’s people are responsible to uphold His justice, though the means and
timing must align with His holiness and wisdom. This chapter encourages
reflection on how we respond to sin around us — with measured, spirit-led
action or reckless impulses.
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Day 4: © Seeking Justice: The Levite’s Response

Reflect and Apply

1. What are healthy and unhealthy ways of responding to injustice?

2. How do you balance grief and the call to act justly as a believer?

3. In what ways can delay or impatience affect the pursuit of God’s justice?
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Day 4: © Seeking Justice: The Levite’s Response

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you witnessed or experienced injustice and how you
responded.

2. Reflect on personal struggles with anger or vengeance and how Scripture
guides you.

3. Journal prayers seeking God’s wisdom to respond rightly in difficult
situations.
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Day 4: © Seeking Justice: The Levite’s Response

Prayer for Today

Lord of justice, teach us to grieve rightly and respond with godly wisdom
when faced with sin and evil. Guard our hearts against bitterness and
revenge, and help us trust Your perfect timing and plan. Empower us to
defend the oppressed and act courageously under Your guidance. Let Your
justice roll like a river through our lives and communities. We seek Your will

above all. Amen. 88 €3 J\
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Day 5: £ Moral Decline and Its
Consequences
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Day 5: £ Moral Decline and Its Consequences

Your Verse

Judges 21:25 - In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.

Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 14:12 - There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is
the way to death.

e Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
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Day 5: £ Moral Decline and Its Consequences

Devotional: Choosing God’s Way Over Our Own

The phrase concluding Judges powerfully summarizes the nation’s struggle:
“everyone did what was right in their own eyes.” This utter moral freedom,
untethered from divine authority, led Israel into confusion and violence.
Without a king or godly leadership, the people’s actions spiraled into
lawlessness.

Proverbs warns us that human reasoning, while often convincing, can lead to
destruction ( Proverbs 14:12). The human heart is fallen and requires God’s
guidance faithfully to live rightly. Paul’s reminder that all have sinned
(Romans 3:23) puts us on equal footing with ancient Israel in our need for
God’s grace and transformation.

Reflecting on this verse invites us to examine the sources of our own moral
compass. Are we guided by God’s Word or our personal preferences? How can
we submit more fully to God’s reign in our lives to avoid similar decline?
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Day 5: £ Moral Decline and Its Consequences

Reflect and Apply

1. What are examples in your life or culture where ‘doing what is right in
one’s own eyes’ causes harm?

2. How can recognizing human fallibility help us rely more on God’s truth?

3. In what areas do you struggle to surrender control to God’s leadership?
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Day 5: £ Moral Decline and Its Consequences

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a belief or practice you once thought ‘right’ but now see
differently through God’s word.

2. Reflect on how God has reshaped your understanding of right and
wrong.

3. Pray for areas resistant to God’s rule and how you can yield them to Him.
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Day 5: £ Moral Decline and Its Consequences

Prayer for Today

Father God, create in us clean hearts that desire to follow Your ways, not our
own. Help us to recognize when pride and selfishness lead us away from Your
truth. We need Your guidance daily to walk in righteousness, justice, and love.
Teach us humility to submit to Your perfect rule and grace to forgive our
failures. May Your Word be our eternal compass. In Jesus’name, Amen. & J\

]
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Day 6: Q, Examining the Broken Family
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Day 6: Q Examining the Broken Family

Your Verse

Judges 19:2 - But his concubine was unfaithtul to him and ran away from him

to her father’s house in Bethlehem in Judah, where she stayed for four
months.

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her.

e Colossians 3:13 - Bear with each other and forgive one another.
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Day 6: Q Examining the Broken Family

Devotional: God’s Design for Family and Restoration

At the heart of this tragic story is a fractured relationship. The Levite’s
concubine left him, sparking a chain of sorrow and violence. While the details
are sparse, the pain of broken trust and unresolved conflict is evident.

God’s design for family relationship centers on love, faithfulness, forgiveness,
and reconciliation. Paul urges husbands to love sacrificially (Ephesians 5:25)
and all believers to carry one another’s burdens with grace ( Colossians 3:13).
This broken relationship invites us to reflect on the importance of nurturing
relationships marked by trust and mercy.

While brokenness is part of human experience, God calls us to heal and
restore. We can find hope that even the darkest relational wounds are not
beyond His redeeming power.
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Day 6: Q Examining the Broken Family

Reflect and Apply

1. What lessons do you see here about family dynamics and consequences
of broken relationships?

2. How does God’s love and forgiveness offer healing in fractured families?

3. What role can you play in fostering restoration in your relationships?
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Day 6: Q Examining the Broken Family

Journaling Prompts

1. Write honestly about experiences of conflict or hurt in family or close
relationships.

2. Reflect on how God has brought healing to broken relationships in your
life.

3. Pray for grace to forgive and be forgiven where needed.
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Day 6: Q Examining the Broken Family

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, You are the healer of broken hearts and relationships. We bring
You our wounds, disappointments, and betrayed trusts. Help us extend grace
and forgiveness as You have shown to us. Teach us to love faithfully and
humbly, following Your example. Bring restoration where there is pain, and
bind us together in Your peace. Thank You for being our refuge and strength.

Amen. ¥ @ J\
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Day 7: €2 God’s Compassion in Brokenness
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Day 7: €7 God’s Compassion in Brokenness

Your Verse

Psalm 34:18 - The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.

Supporting Scriptures

e [Isaiah 61:1 - The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.

o Matthew 11:28 - Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest.
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Day 7: ¥J God’s Compassion in Brokenness

Devotional: God Near to the Brokenhearted

While Judges 19 reveals deep tragedy, the Bible consistently shows God’s
nearness to the brokenhearted. Psalm 34:18 reminds us that God is not
distant from our pain but intimately present, offering comfort and salvation.
In Isaiah, the Messiah is described as one who brings healing and liberation
to the oppressed and hurting.

Jesus himself invites the weary to come to Him for peace (Matthew 11:28).
These truths are vital when facing stories of profound suffering. They echo
hope through grief and injustice — God’s love transforms brokenness.

Whatever your brokenness today, know that God’s compassionate presence
surrounds and sustains you. He understands pain and offers rest for wounded
souls.
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Day 7: ¥ God’s Compassion in Brokenness

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s comfort in difficult times?

2. What does it mean to receive ‘rest’ from Jesus amid life’s burdens?

3. How can you extend God’s compassion to others in pain?
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Day 7: €7 God’s Compassion in Brokenness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment when you felt God’s closeness during hardship.

2. Reflect on what ‘rest’ looks like in your daily walk with God.

3. Pray for those you know who are brokenhearted or burdened.
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Day 7: ¥J God’s Compassion in Brokenness

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You that You do not turn away from our pain but draw
near to the brokenhearted. Help us to find refuge in Your love and peace in
Your presence. Teach us also to be Your hands and heart to others who suffer,
bringing hope and comfort. May Your Spirit fill us with strength and grace.
We trust in Your healing power today and always. Amen. <3 € J\,
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Day 8: [ii] The Need for a King
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Day 8: [.1] The Need for a King

Your Verse

1Samuel 8:6-7 - When the people asked for a king, Samuel was displeased,
but the Lord told him to listen to the people’s request.

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 29:2 - When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the
wicked rule, the people groan.

e Romans 1311 - Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established.
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Day 8: [.1] The Need for a King

Devotional: God’s Provision for Leadership

The repeated phrase in Judges, ‘there was no king in Israel, underscores the
nation’s spiritual chaos and need for godly leadership. When the Israelites
demanded a king, Samuel was dismayed, but God authorized this change as
part of His sovereign plan.

Leadership profoundly impacts the moral health of a nation. Proverbs states
that righteous leadership brings joy, whereas wicked rule causes suffering.
Paul teaches believers to respect governing authorities, understanding that all
authority stems from God.

This tension highlights our dependence on God-ordained leaders who follow
His ways and shepherd His people in righteousness. It also invites personal
responsibility to submit to God’s order and pray for those who lead.
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Day 8: [.1] The Need for a King

Reflect and Apply

1. What qualities do you think make a leader God would bless?

2. How do you personally relate to leadership and authority in your context?

3. What role does prayer have in supporting godly leaders?
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Day 8: [.1] The Need for a King

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on leaders you admire and how they reflect God’s values.

2. Write a prayer for the current leaders in your community or nation.

3. Journal how you can model godly leadership in your circles of influence.
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Day 8: [.1] The Need for a King

Prayer for Today

Lord God, we thank You for the gift of leadership and for Your sovereign
control over all authority. Give wisdom, integrity, and humility to those who
lead us. Help us to respect and support godly leaders and to walk faithfully
under Your rule. May Your kingdom come and Your will be done in our
communities and nation. Guide us all to live peacetul and righteous lives.

Amen. 3\ [

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 54 of 132

Day 9: @ The Cost of Sin and Rebellion
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Day 9: @ The Cost of Sin and Rebellion
Your Verse

Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 59:2 - Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins
have hidden his face from you.

o Hebrews 12:1 - Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles.
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Day 9: @ The Cost of Sin and Rebellion

Devotional: Recognizing Sin’s Grave Consequences

The story of Judges 19 illustrates the devastating consequences of sin and
rebellion. Sin brings death, separation, and destruction, as Paul clearly
teaches. Isaiah reminds us that sin causes distance between us and God,
diminishing fellowship and protection.

However, the New Testament calls believers to reject sin’s entanglement and
run after holiness. The cost of sin is grave, but so is God’s mercy and
invitation to new life through Jesus—who pays the ultimate price so we may
be restored.

Understanding sin’s cost drives us to repentance, dependence on grace,and a
deeper hunger for purity.
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Day 9: @ The Cost of Sin and Rebellion

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing the ‘wages of sin’ influence your daily choices?

2. In what ways does sin create barriers in your relationship with God or
others?

3. What steps can you take to ‘throw off’ sin’s weight in your life?
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Day 9: @ The Cost of Sin and Rebellion

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify patterns or habits in your life that hinder your spiritual walk.

2. Reflect on God’s gift of grace compared to the cost of sin.

3.Journal a prayer asking for strength to overcome sin’s hold.
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Day 9: @ The Cost of Sin and Rebellion

Prayer for Today

Merciful God, we confess the sin that separates us from You. Thank You for
sending Jesus to pay our debt and open the way back to You. Help us to live in
freedom, throwing off what holds us back and pursuing holiness each day:. Fill
us with Your Spirit’s power to resist temptation and grow in faithfulness. May
our lives glorify You alone. Amen. [If] /\, &
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Day 10: {} Light in Darkness
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Day 10: f}, Light in Darkness

Your Verse

John 1:5 - The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcomeit.

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 271 - The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
e [saiah 42:16 - I will lead the blind by ways they have not known.
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Day 10: f}, Light in Darkness

Devotional: Jesus: Our Unconquerable Light

Even amidst great darkness, God’s light shines unwaveringly. The opening of
John'’s gospel assures us that the darkness of sin, violence, and despair will
never extinguish the light Christ brings. In Psalm 27, God is our personal light
and salvation, banishing fear.

Isaiah promises God’s guidance for those lost and afraid. This truth
encourages us to hold on to hope, especially when stories like Judges 19
deeply trouble our hearts.

By embracing God’s light, we overcome despair and find direction. Jesus is
the beacon illuminating our paths through moral confusion and pain.
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Day 10: f}, Light in Darkness

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s light shine in your life amid struggles or darkness?

2. In what ways can you become a light to others in difficult times?

3. How do you seek God’s guidance when feeling lost or afraid?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 64 0f 132

Day 10: f}, Light in Darkness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God’s light helped you through a dark season.

2. Reflect on practical ways to reflect Christ’s light daily.

3. Pray for courage and wisdom to be a light in your community.
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Day 10: f}, Light in Darkness

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, You are the Light shining in our darkness. Thank You that no evil
can overcome You or Your love. Help us to trust Your guidance and radiate
Your light to those around us. When we feel lost, illuminate our path and fill us
with hope. Lead us from despair into joy and peace. Amen. 3% J\ ()
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Day 11: Q God’s Heart for Justice and Mercy
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Day 11: QY God’s Heart for Justice and Mercy

Your Verse

Zechariah 7:9-10 - This is what the Lord Almighty said: Administer true
justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.’

Supporting Scriptures

o Micah 6:8 - Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.
e James 2:13 - Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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Day 11: QY God’s Heart for Justice and Mercy

Devotional: Living Out God’s Justice and Mercy

God deeply desires His people to practice justice, mercy, and compassion.
Zechariah’s words remind Israel that true religion is shown through how we
treat one another. Micah outlines this as the core of God’s expectations.

James adds that mercy has the final victory over judgment, underscoring
God'’s preference for a merciful heart that seeks restoration rather than
condemnation.

In a world rife with pain and brokenness, living out justice and mercy reflects
God’s character and brings healing. Today we are invited to examine how
these qualities manifest in our lives and how we can grow to embody them
more fully.
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Day 11: QY God’s Heart for Justice and Mercy

Reflect and Apply

1. How do justice and mercy work together in God’s kingdom?

2. Where do you see opportunities to show mercy in your daily life?

3. What challenges do you face when trying to act justly and mercifully?
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Day 11: QY God’s Heart for Justice and Mercy

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a recent situation where you practiced or witnessed mercy.

2. Write about ways you can improve in pursuing justice for others.

3. Pray for a heart that mirrors God’s compassion toward others.
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Day 11: QY God’s Heart for Justice and Mercy

Prayer for Today

Compassionate God, thank You for calling us to a life of justice and mercy.
Teach us to act rightly, love deeply, and walk humbly with You. Help us to see
others through Your eyes and respond with grace. May our lives bring healing
and hope, shining Your kingdom here on earth. In Jesus’ name, Amen. Q) &8

AS
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Day 12: & Walking Humbly with God
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Day 12: A Walking Humbly with God

Your Verse

Micah 6:8 - He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the

Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.

Supporting Scriptures

e James 4:6 - God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.

e Philippians 2:3 - Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.
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Day 12: A Walking Humbly with God

Devotional: Embracing Humility Before God and
Others

Humility is fundamental to a life pleasing to God. Micah’s summary of God’s
requirement includes walking humbly alongside Him. This means
recognizing our dependence on God’s wisdom and grace rather than our own
strength or status.

James teaches that God resists the proud but extends grace to the humble.
Paul urges believers to adopt a mindset valuing others above self, reflecting
Christ’s servant heart.

Walking humbly opens our hearts to God’s leading and aligns us with His
kingdom values. It softens pride and prepares us to act justly and love mercy
as God calls us.
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Day 12: A\ Walking Humbly with God

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of pride might be hindering your walk with God?
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2. How do humble hearts impact community and relationships?

3. What habits help you develop a humble spirit?
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Day 12: A\ Walking Humbly with God

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time humility led to growth or blessing in your life.

2. Reflect on attitudes you need to surrender to God today.

3. Pray for help in living out humility in daily interactions.
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Day 12: A Walking Humbly with God

Prayer for Today

Humble Father, cleanse our hearts of pride and teach us to walk gently and
dependently with You. Help us to value others and serve with a pure heart.
Shape us to be like Christ, who humbled Himself for our sake. May humility
open the door for justice and mercy to flow through our lives. Thank You for
loving us despite our flaws. Amen. X /J\ @&
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Day 13: & Pursuing Holiness in a Broken
World
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Day 13: § Pursuing Holiness in a Broken World

Your Verse
1 Peter 1:15-16 - Be holy, because I am holy.
Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:1 - Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God.

o Hebrews 12:14 - Without holiness no one will see the Lord.
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Day 13: § Pursuing Holiness in a Broken World

Devotional: Called to Reflect God’s Holiness

God’s call for holiness distinguishes His people from the brokenness around
them. Peter reminds believers that just as God is holy, so we must pursue
holiness. This means living set apart in attitude, action, and purpose.

Paul encourages us to offer our lives fully to God as an act of worship.
Hebrews stresses that holiness is essential for encountering the Lord.

Though surrounded by moral decline like in Judges, God calls us to shine with
purity and faithfulness. Holiness is not about perfection but about continual
surrender and transformation empowered by God’s Spirit.
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Day 13: § Pursuing Holiness in a Broken World

Reflect and Apply

1. What does holiness mean to you personally?

2. How can pursuing holiness affect your daily decisions and relationships?

3. Where do you need to rely more on God’s help to live holy?
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Day 13: § Pursuing Holiness in a Broken World

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about struggles and victories in striving for holiness.

2. Reflect on how God has changed your heart over time.

3. Pray for strength and desire to live a holy life pleasing to God.
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Day 13: § Pursuing Holiness in a Broken World

Prayer for Today

Holy God, purify our hearts and help us to live lives set apart for You. May
Your Spirit empower us to follow You with integrity and devotion. Teach us to
turn away from what harms our souls and to embrace the grace that
transforms. We want to reflect Your holiness in all we do. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. () J\ &

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 84 0f 132

Day 14: ¢ God’s Faithfulness Amid Human
Failure
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Day 14: § God’s Faithfulness Amid Human Failure
Your Verse

Lamentations 3:22-23 - Because of the Lord's great love we are not

consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great
is your faithfulness.

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 2:13 - If we are faithless, he remains faithful.

e Psalm 36:5 - Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to
the skies.
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Day 14: § God’s Faithfulness Amid Human Failure

Devotional: Trusting God’s Unfailing Compassion

Despite Israel’s repeated failure and sin, God’s faithfulness remains unshaken.
Lamentations declares God’s compassion never runs out, renewing every day
with hope and restoration.

Paul reminds Timothy that God’s faithfulness does not depend on ours.
Psalm 36 praises God’s limitless love and steadfastness.

In the midst of human moral failure like Judges 19, God’s patient love offers a
sustaining anchor. We can trust Him to forgive, restore, and guide even when
we stumble.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 87 of 132

Day 14: ¢ God’s Faithfulness Amid Human Failure

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s faithfulness when you have failed?

2. Why is it comforting to know God’s compassion is renewed daily?

3. How does this truth encourage you to persevere in faith?
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Day 14: ¢ God’s Faithfulness Amid Human Failure

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God’s mercy turned your life around.

2. Reflect on ways to remember and celebrate God’s faithfulness daily.

3. Pray for renewed hope and trust in God’s loving-kindness.
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Day 14: § God’s Faithfulness Amid Human Failure

Prayer for Today

Faithful God, thank You for Your endless compassion and mercy that never
grow weary. Help us remember that no matter how often we fail, Your love
endures and restores. Give us steadfast hearts that rely fully on Your promises.

Renew our strength and hope with each new day. We praise Your great
faithfulness. Amen. §¢ @ J\
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Day 15: €) Standing Firm Against Evil
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Day 15: © Standing Firm Against Evil

Your Verse

Ephesians 6:11 - Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes.

Supporting Scriptures

e James 4:7 - Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.

o 1Peter 5:8 - Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion.
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Day 15: © Standing Firm Against Evil

Devotional: Equipped to Resist Evil

The pervasive evil highlighted in Judges 19 calls us to vigilance. Ephesians
urges believers to put on God’s full armor, equipping us to resist spiritual
attacks.

Submission to God and active resistance to evil are keys to victory as James
teaches, while Peter warns of the devil’'s constant prowling.

We are called to spiritual alertness and strength, grounded in God’s power, to
withstand temptation and protect the vulnerable.
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Day 15: © Standing Firm Against Evil

Reflect and Apply

1. What ‘armor of God’ do you need to put on more intentionally?
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2. How do submiission to God and resistance to evil work together?

3. In what ways can you maintain spiritual alertness daily?
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Day 15: © Standing Firm Against Evil

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about spiritual battles you have faced and how God helped you.

2. Reflect on areas where you feel vulnerable and pray for protection.

3. Journal practical steps to deepen your spiritual preparedness.
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Day 15: © Standing Firm Against Evil

Prayer for Today

Mighty God, clothe us with Your armor to stand strong against evil’'s attacks.
Help us to submit fully to You and resist the devil’s schemes with courage.
Open our eyes to spiritual dangers and fill us with Your strength and peace.
Protect us and those we love from harm. Thank You for being our shield and

refuge. Amen. € J\ 34

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y](}t The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 96 of 132

Day 16: 3 The Call to Repentance

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 97 of 132

Day 16: 7 The Call to Repentance

Your Verse

2 Chronicles 7:14 - If my people, who are called by my name, will humble

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
I will hear from heaven.

Supporting Scriptures

e Isaiah 55:7 - Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their
thoughts.

 Acts 3:19 - Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped
out.
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Day 16: 7 The Call to Repentance

Devotional: Turning Back to God with Humble Hearts

Repentance is God’s invitation to turn back to Him, restoring broken
relationship and receiving forgiveness. 2 Chronicles promises that when
God’s people humble themselves and seek Him, He responds with
restoration.

Isaiah urges the wicked to abandon sinful thoughts and acts, and Peter calls
the church to repentance for cleansing and renewal.

This call is central to overcoming the kind of moral decay seen in Judges 19.
Genuine repentance opens the door for God’s mercy and new beginnings.
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Day 16: 7 The Call to Repentance

Reflect and Apply

1. What does true repentance look like in your life?
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2. What keeps people from turning fully to God in repentance?

3. How can you regularly practice repentance and seek restoration?
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Day 16: 7 The Call to Repentance

Journaling Prompts

1. Write honestly about areas where you need to repent.

2. Reflect on God’s promises to those who seek Him sincerely.

3. Pray for a repentant heart and willingness to change.
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Day 16: 7 The Call to Repentance

Prayer for Today

Forgiving Father, we humble ourselves before You and ask for cleansing and
renewal. Help us to turn from sin and pursue Your ways wholeheartedly. Draw
us closer to Your face and fill us with Your Spirit. May our repentance bring
life and peace. Thank You for Your boundless grace and mercy. Amen. 5 J\

L i
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Day 17: J\ Praying for Restoration
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Day 17: J\, Praying for Restoration

Your Verse

Psalm restoration restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
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restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm
restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration Psalm restoration
restoration/Error]

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 51:10 - Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me.

e Joel 2:25 - Iwill restore to you the years that the swarming locust has
eaten.
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Day 17: /), Praying for Restoration

Devotional: Restoration Through Prayer and God’s
Grace

Prayer is a vital component of restoration and healing. The psalmist cries out
for a renewed heart and steadfast spirit, acknowledging God as the source of
true change.

Joel offers hope that God can restore even what seems lost or destroyed,
making all things new and whole again.

When confronting brokenness—whether personal, relational, or societal—
prayer builds the bridge to God’s transformative power. We come humbly,
asking for healing, forgiveness, and strength to move forward.
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Day 17: J\, Praying for Restoration

Reflect and Apply

1. How has prayer impacted times of healing in your life?

2. What areas do you need God to restore or renew?

3. How can consistent prayer deepen your relationship with God?
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Day 17: J\, Praying for Restoration

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer asking God to restore broken places in your heart.

2. Reflect on answered prayers and God’s timing in restoration.

3.Journal a commitment to regular prayer as part of your spiritual growth.
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Day 17: J\, Praying for Restoration

Prayer for Today

Restoring God, we come before You seeking renewal and healing. Create in us
pure hearts and steady spirits. Restore what sin and brokenness have
damaged. Teach us to trust Your timing and power to make us whole. May
our prayers rise as incense, pleasing to You. Thank You for Your unending

grace and love. Amen. J\ /% ¥-
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Day 18: 3% Embracing God’s Hope
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Day 18: 3% Embracing God’s Hope

Your Verse

Romans 15:13 - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him.

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 29:11 - I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans
to prosper you and not to harm you.

e Psalm 33:22 - May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put
our hope in you.
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Day 18: 3% Embracing God’s Hope
Devotional: Living in God’s Joyful Hope

God invites us to a life full of hope, joy, and peace. Romans describes God as
the source of hope, which fills believers who trust in Him. Jeremiah reassures
us of God’s good plans for a hopeful future despite hardships.

Psalm 33 reminds us to place our hope in God’s unfailing love.

In the face of grim realities and brokenness, hope anchored in God sustains,
uplifts, and pushes us to trust beyond circumstances. This hope fuels
endurance and faithfulness.
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Day 18: 3% Embracing God’s Hope
Reflect and Apply

1. What does hope in God look like during difficult seasons?
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2. How can hope be a catalyst for joy and peace in your life?

3. In what practical ways can you cultivate hope daily?
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Day 18: 3% Embracing God’s Hope
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when God’s hope carried you through challenges.

2. Reflect on ways to share hope with those discouraged.

3. Pray for a fresh filling of joy and peace through hope.
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Day 18: 3% Embracing God’s Hope

Prayer for Today

God of hope, fill us with joy and peace as we trust You. Help us to cling to Your
promises and live confidently in Your plans. When despair threatens, remind
us of Your unfailing love and faithfulness. Strengthen our hope to shine
brightly before others. We thank You for being our everlasting hope. Amen.

APAR 4
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Day 19: £ Living By God’s Word

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Bible's Call: Lessons from Darkness and Decline Page 116 of 132
Day 19: #£ Living By God’s Word
Your Verse

Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Supporting Scriptures

e Joshua 1:8 - Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it
day and night.

2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is usetul for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.
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Day 19: #£ Living By God’s Word
Devotional: Guided by Scripture’s Light

God’s Word guides us through life’s complexities. Psalm 119 likens Scripture
to a lamp lighting our way;, offering clarity and direction when the path feels
uncertain.

Joshua commands constant meditation on God’s law to prosper, and Paul
reminds Timothy of Scripture’s divine origin and purpose in shaping
character.

Living by God’s Word is essential to resisting moral decline and walking in
righteousness. As we read, meditate, and obey, Scripture renews our hearts
and equips us for the journey.
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Day 19: #£ Living By God’s Word
Reflect and Apply

1. How consistent is your time with God’s Word, and how could it improve?

2. What areas of your life need clearer guidance from Scripture?

3. How do you respond when God’s Word challenges your views or actions?
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Day 19: #£ Living By God’s Word
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how a specific Bible passage has impacted your life.

2. Reflect on obstacles to regular Bible reading and how to overcome them.

3. Pray for a hunger and discipline to engage God’s Word daily.
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Day 19: #£ Living By God’s Word
Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your Word that illuminates our path. Teach us to love,
meditate on, and obey Your Scripture faithfully. Help us apply its truths to
resist temptation and grow in holiness. May Your Word dwell richly in us,
guiding every step. In Jesus’name, Amen. [ 1\, Q)
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Day 20: @ Community and Accountability
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Day 20: <& Community and Accountability

Your Verse

Hebrews 10:24-25 - Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together.

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 4:9 - Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor.

» Proverbs 27:17 - As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.
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Day 20: <& Community and Accountability

Devotional: Strengthening Faith Through
Community

Spiritual community is vital in living out God’s call. Hebrews encourages
believers not to neglect gathering for mutual encouragement and
accountability. Ecclesiastes affirms the strength found in partnership, while
Proverbs reveals how friends sharpen and refine one another.

Judges highlights the devastation of isolation and moral decline. In contrast,
God’s people flourish in loving, accountable communities.

Engaging actively in supportive fellowship helps us walk faithfully and reflect
Christ’s love more fully.
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Day 20: <& Community and Accountability

Reflect and Apply

1. How has community influenced your spiritual growth?

2. Are there ways you avoid accountability or connection? Why?

3. How can you encourage others and allow yourself to be encouraged?
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Day 20: <& Community and Accountability

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about meaningful relationships that have challenged and
supported you.

2. Reflect on any barriers you have to deep community involvement.

3. Pray for courage and openness to connect more deeply with fellow
believers.
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Day 20: <& Community and Accountability

Prayer for Today

God of community, thank You for the gift of fellowship and mutual
encouragement. Help us to be intentional in gathering with Your people,
spurring one another on in love and good deeds. Teach us to be open,
humble, and supportive, building each other up. May our community reflect
Your kingdom’s unity. Amen. < J\, @
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Day 21: £} Walking Forward in Faith
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Day 21: £} Walking Forward in Faith

Your Verse
2 Corinthians 5:7 - For we live by faith, not by sight.

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.

e Philippians 3:13-14 - Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead.
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Day 21: £} Walking Forward in Faith

Devotional: Stepping Boldly into God’s Future

As this study concludes, we are reminded to live by faith. Paul encourages the
Corinthians to trust God even when circumstances seem bleak or unclear.
Faith gives assurance and fuels perseverance, pressing forward toward God’s
promises.

Hebrews defines faith as confident hope for what is unseen, and Paul exhorts
believers to forget past failures but move forward wholeheartedly:.

Though Judges 19 exposes deep darkness, God calls us to walk forward
renewed, strengthened, and hopeful in Him. May your journey ahead be
marked by faith-driven steps toward His restoration and glory.
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Day 21: £} Walking Forward in Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to live by faith rather than sight in your daily walk?

2. How can encouragement from this study inspire you moving forward?

3. What faith goals do you want to pursue next?
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Day 21: £} Walking Forward in Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about areas where you need to trust God more deeply.

2. Reflect on lessons learned from this study and how to apply them.

3. Pray for continued faith to overcome challenges and live for God’s glory.
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Day 21: £} Walking Forward in Faith

Prayer for Today

Faithful God, as we finish this study, strengthen our walk by faith, not sight.
Help us to leave behind the past and strain toward the future You have
prepared. Fill us with confidence and hope in Your unfailing promises. Guide
our steps and empower us to live boldly for You. We trust You fully. Amen. &

AD
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