The Curse of the Fig Tree:
Lessons on Genuine Faith

a8 s = F=2 -;:;i lé 2.
_‘-,- .1:'-'“ _:_'-. [ _:i-zl};h BEEE
4 23 1. R Bt b
SR "',___."_‘- g B gt 23 X % 1 ol L g )
I SR
> “l 1 :{_ l B "“lhl 11 ]
IR -
R i, g‘ll i
R 187
L, ‘
e l ' ll ﬂ
L

Explore the story of the fig tree to uncover the
dangers of empty religion and discover how to
cultivate a fruitful, vibrant faith.
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Introduction

The Curse of the Fig Tree is a powerful narrative in the Gospels that reveals
the deep spiritual lessons Jesus taught about faith, fruitfulness, and the
dangers of empty religion. When Jesus approached the fig tree and found it
barren, He used it as a living example to confront religious hypocrisy. This
story challenges believers to examine the authenticity of their faith rather
than mere outward appearances.

In this study plan, we will explore the symbolism behind the fig tree, the
significance of fruit in Scripture, and how empty religion can mislead even
the sincere seeker. The fig tree, although appearing full and promising much,
bore no fruit—the kind of faith or religion that looks good on the outside but
lacks true transformation on the inside. Jesus’ act of cursing the fig tree serves
as a solemn warning against superficial spirituality and calls us to live
genuinely rooted in God’s truth.

Fach day, we will dive into Scriptures, reflect on our own spiritual lives, and
seek God's guidance to help us bear fruit that glorities Him. As you journey
through this study, may your faith be renewed with integrity, and may your
relationship with God become deeply fruitful and alive. J\, %
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Day 1: £ The Story Unfolds: Jesus and the
Fig Tree
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Day 1: #£ The Story Unfolds: Jesus and the Fig Tree

Your Verse

Mark 11:12-14 NIV - "The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any

fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 21:18-19 - "Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back

to the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it
but found nothing on it except leaves.”

e Luke 13:6-9 - A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he went
to look for fruit on it but did not find any.”
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Day 1: #£ The Story Unfolds: Jesus and the Fig Tree

Devotional: When Appearance Deceives: The Barren
Tree

This story starts with Jesus hungry and seeking fruit on a fig tree. Figs,
symbolically, represent God's blessing and fruitfulness in Scripture. The tree
looked promising with its leaves but had no fruit to offer. Jesus’ expectation to
find fruit despite the season points us to the spiritual reality: faith and love
should not be seasonal or superficial.

What does it mean when religion or faith has only the appearance of life but
no substance?The barren fig tree symbolizes empty religion — visible but
unproductive. Jesus' reaction invites us to consider if our own spiritual lives
bear genuine fruit or merely look good on the outside.

As we begin this study, pray that God reveals areas in your life that may be
outwardly religious yet inwardly dry, encouraging a sincere, fruitful faith.
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Day 1: #£ The Story Unfolds: Jesus and the Fig Tree

Reflect and Apply

1. What fruit does your faith currently bear in everyday life?

Page 7 of 45

2. Are there areas where you might appear faithful outwardly but feel
spiritually empty inside?

3. How do you respond when your spiritual 'season’ feels barren or
unproductive?
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Day 1: #£ The Story Unfolds: Jesus and the Fig Tree

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when you felt your faith was vibrant and fruitful.

2. Reflect on any habits or practices that may be ‘leafy’ but not ‘fruitful’

3. Wrrite out a prayer asking God to reveal hidden areas needing growth.
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Day 1: #£ The Story Unfolds: Jesus and the Fig Tree

Prayer for Today

Lord, today I come before You seeking honest reflection and spiritual truth.
Help me to recognize any empty places in my faith where I may be relying on
appearances rather than a genuine relationship with You. Fill me with Your
Spirit so that my life may produce the fruits of love, joy, peace, and kindness.
Teach me to hunger for true intimacy with You above all else. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. § /\ &
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Day 2: Y Fruitfulness in Faith:
Understanding Spiritual Fruit
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Day 2: Y Fruitfulness in Faith: Understanding Spiritual Fruit

Your Verse

Galatians 5:22-23 NIV - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selt-control.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:5 - " am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

e Colossians 1:10 - "..so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work.”
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Day 2: Y Fruitfulness in Faith: Understanding Spiritual Fruit

Devotional: Cultivating the True Fruit of Spirit

Fruitfulness is not just about output but about the quality and character of a
Christian's life. The fruit of the Spirit listed by Paul shows us the essence of
authentic faith — qualities that emerge when we live connected to Christ.
Empty religion, like the barren fig tree, fails to produce these fruits, whereas
true faith naturally expresses itself in love, kindness, and self-control.

Are you bearing these fruits? They grow best in the soil of a relationship with
Jesus, nourished by prayer, reading God’s word, and obedience. Without this
connection, religious activities become hollow rituals. The fig tree’s leaves
may look lush, but without fruit, they can’t nourish or sustain life.

Today, consider your spiritual fruitfulness. Do you see evidence of the Spirit’s
work in your life? Ask God to cultivate His fruit in you, transforming you from
the inside out.
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Day 2: Y Fruitfulness in Faith: Understanding Spiritual Fruit

Reflect and Apply

1. Which fruit of the Spirit do you see most clearly in your life?

2. Are there fruits you feel are missing or weak? Why?

3. How can you deepen your connection with Christ to produce more fruit?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Curse of the Fig Tree: Lessons on Genuine Faith Page 14 of 45

Day 2: Y Fruitfulness in Faith: Understanding Spiritual Fruit

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways you have noticed God’s Spirit working in you recently.

2. Write about a time when you struggled to bear fruit and how you
responded.

3. Pray for growth in a specific fruit of the Spirit in your life.
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Day 2: Y Fruitfulness in Faith: Understanding Spiritual Fruit

Prayer for Today

Dear God, thank You for the examples of fruitfulness found in Your Spirit.
Help me to cultivate love, joy, and peace even when it’s challenging. Teach me
to remain connected to Jesus, the true vine, so that I can bear fruit pleasing to
You. May my faith be alive and evident through my actions and character. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. /% @ 7
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Day 3: @ Warning Against Empty Religion
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Day 3: @ Warning Against Empty Religion
Your Verse

Matthew 23:27-28 NIV - "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the

outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything
unclean.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 29:13 - "These people come near to me with their mouth and
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

e James 1:26 - "Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not

keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is
worthless.”
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Day 3: @ Warning Against Empty Religion

Devotional: Exposing the Hypocrisy of Empty Faith

Empty religion is a profound deception that Jesus sharply criticized. The
Pharisees appeared devout outwardly but lacked true obedience and love
from their hearts. Their empty rituals and hypocrisy rendered their religion
dead, hollow, and useless in God’s eyes.

How often can outward religious acts cover deeper spiritual issues?We can
fall into the trap of going through the motions without a genuine heart
transformation. Jesus calls for sincerity—a faith that changes not only actions
but the very core of who we are.

Recognizing empty religion allows us to repent and seek authenticity. God
desires heartfelt devotion that produces lasting fruit, not just impressive
displays. Today, prayerfully assess your relationship with God: is it vibrant
and truthful or merely surface-level?
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Day 3: @ Warning Against Empty Religion

Reflect and Apply

1. What are some signs of empty or hypocritical religion in your own life?

2. How do you guard against superficial faith?

3. What role does the heart play in authentic worship and obedience?
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Day 3: @ Warning Against Empty Religion

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall moments when your faith might have been more about
appearance than truth.

2. Write a personal confession asking God to cleanse empty religion
tendencies.

3. List ways to cultivate sincerity in your spiritual practices.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Curse of the Fig Tree: Lessons on Genuine Faith Page 21 of 45

Day 3: @ Warning Against Empty Religion

Prayer for Today

Holy Father, expose any hypocrisy or empty religion within me. I desire a
faith that is genuine and pleasing to You. Help me to worship with sincerity
and humility, not just in words but in spirit and truth. Transform my heart to
match my outward expressions. In Jesus’ name, Amen. @ 2 %>
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Day 4: % Rooted in Christ: The Source of
Life
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Day 4: 7 Rooted in Christ: The Source of Life
Your Verse

John 15:4 NIV - "Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain inme.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 3:17 - "..so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love...”

e Psalm 1:3 - "That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.”
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Day 4: 7 Rooted in Christ: The Source of Life

Devotional: Abiding in Christ: The True Vine

The fig tree’s barrenness teaches us another vital lesson: fruitfulness depends
on our connection to the true source of life—Jesus Christ. Without abiding in
Him, our efforts to show faith will bear no lasting fruit. Like a branch depends
on the vine, our spiritual vitality hinges on remaining rooted in God’s love and
truth.

Remaining in Christ means daily surrender and dependence. It involves
prayer, studying the Word, and obeying His commands. When our roots sink
deeply into God’s love, we flourish and produce good works, characterize
holiness, and radiate His presence.

Evaluate how deeply you are rooted in Christ. Is He your constant source, or
have you become disconnected, producing only leaves with no substance?
Invite Him to strengthen your roots today.
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Day 4: 7 Rooted in Christ: The Source of Life

Reflect and Apply

1. What does ‘remaining in Christ’ look like practically in your daily life?

2. Are there obstacles making it difficult to stay rooted in God’s love?

3. How can you deepen your relationship with Jesus this week?
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Day 4: 7 Rooted in Christ: The Source of Life

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what it means to you to be ‘rooted and established’ in love.

2. Write about ways you stay connected to the vine daily.

3. Ask God to show you areas where you may have grown distant.
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Day 4: 7 Rooted in Christ: The Source of Life

Prayer for Today

Jesus, help me to remain in You as the branch remains in the vine. I need Your
strength and life to bear fruit. Guide me to stay connected through prayer and
Your Word. Let my life reflect Your love and power. Keep my roots deep in
Your love. In Your name, Amen. & J\ @
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Day 5: %> Transformation by God’s Word
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Day 5: 4> Transformation by God’s Word

Your Verse

Hebrews 4:12 NIV - "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword.. it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

e James 1:22 - "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.”
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Day 5: 4> Transformation by God’s Word

Devotional: God’s Word: The Agent of Heart Change

The Word of God is foundational in transforming empty religion into vibrant
faith. It penetrates deep into our hearts, revealing hidden motives and
directing us toward true holiness and fruitfulness. Without regular
engagement with Scripture, our faith becomes shallow, like the barren fig
tree that bears no fruit.

God's Word equips us to live authentically. As we meditate on and obey
Scripture, it shapes our beliefs, behaviors, and attitudes. This spiritual
nourishment allows genuine faith to flourish and prevents us from falling into
hypocrisy or empty rituals.

Commit today to study God’s Word faithfully, allowing it to transform you
from the inside out. Let Scripture be the sword that breaks through any hard
or barren places in your heart.
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Day 5: %> Transformation by God’s Word

Reflect and Apply

1. How regularly do you engage with God’s Word?

2. In what ways has Scripture revealed hidden attitudes or motives to you?

3. Are you willing to obey God’s Word even when it challenges you?
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Day 5: 4> Transformation by God’s Word

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a scripture passage that has recently challenged or
encouraged you.

2. Reflect on a time when obedience to God’s Word led to growth.

3. Ask God to help you internalize and live out His truth daily.
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Day 5: 4> Transformation by God’s Word

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, help me to hunger for Your Word and to allow it to change my
heart. Let Your truth cut through any hardness and transform my empty
religion into true faith that produces good fruit. Teach me to be doers of Your

Word, not just hearers. In Jesus’ name, Amen. [1 f} J\,
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Day 6: {) Living Water and Spiritual Renewal
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Day 6: () Living Water and Spiritual Renewal

Your Verse

John 7:37-38 NIV - "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.

Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, streams of living water will
flow from within them.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 55:1 - "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters...”

o Ezekiel 36:25-27 - "I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be
clean... I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees.”
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Day 6: () Living Water and Spiritual Renewal

Devotional: Quenching Spiritual Thirst with Living
Water

Empty religion leaves us spiritually parched, but Jesus offers living water that
renews and refreshes. The imagery of water in Scripture often symbolizes the
Holy Spirit, which revitalizes our faith and enables true fruitfulness. Where
there was barrenness, the Spirit brings life and growth.

Are you thirsting for spiritual renewal today? Accept Jesus’ invitation to drink
deeply from Him. His Spirit flows within us, cleansing, empowering, and
guiding our steps. This renewal strips away empty religiosity and breathes
vibrant life into our hearts.

Seek the living water actively and trust God to rejuvenate your spirit, leading
you toward a faith that thrives with genuine fruit.
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Day 6: () Living Water and Spiritual Renewal

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways do you experience spiritual thirst?

2. How can you daily receive the living water Jesus offers?

3. What differences do you notice in your life when renewed by the Spirit?
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Day 6: () Living Water and Spiritual Renewal

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what it means to you to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

2. Reflect on moments when you felt spiritually refreshed by God.

3. Pray for a renewed spirit and willingness to receive God's living water.
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Day 6: () Living Water and Spiritual Renewal

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, I am thirsty for the living water You promise. Fill me with Your
Spirit and renew my heart. Wash away emptiness and give me fresh
fruitfulness. Let streams of living water flow within me, bringing renewal and
joy to my soul. In Your precious name, Amen. {) J\ /2
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Day 7: 3% Bearing Lasting Fruit for God’s
Glory
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Day 7: $%& Bearing Lasting Fruit for God’s Glory

Your Verse

John 15:8 NIV - "This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 7:17-18 - "Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit..”

e 2 Peter 1:5-8 - "Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge...”
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Day 7: $& Bearing Lasting Fruit for God’s Glory

Devotional: Living to Glority God Through
Fruitfulness

Our ultimate goal as believers is to bear fruit that glorifies God. Fruitfulness is
the evidence of true discipleship and faith alive in action. It is not about
religion or performance but about a transformed life that honors God every
day.

Reflect on your journey through this study. Where once there was barrenness
or empty ritual, God can produce a harvest of love, mercy, and righteousness.
Bear fruit not for self-glory but for the Father’s. True discipleship is
recognized by the fruit it produces.

Let today be a commitment to live consistently, fruitfully, and dependent on
the Spirit—bearing lasting fruit for God’s glory.
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Day 7: $& Bearing Lasting Fruit for God’s Glory

Reflect and Apply

1. What kind of fruit do you want to be known for?
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2. How does bearing fruit reflect your identity as a disciple of Jesus?

3. How can you rely more on God to produce fruit in your life?
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Day 7: $%& Bearing Lasting Fruit for God’s Glory

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your spiritual goals related to bearing fruit.

2. Reflect on how your life points others to God’s glory.

3. Pray for strength and guidance to live as a fruitful disciple.
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Day 7: $& Bearing Lasting Fruit for God’s Glory

Prayer for Today

Almighty God, I desire my life to bear fruit for Your glory. Let everything I do
reflect that I belong to You. Use me to show Your love and bring others to You.
Help me remain faithful and fruitful every day. In Jesus’ name, Amen. f£ %>
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join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you'll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life

B Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
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