The Earthquake at Jesus’
Death: Power & Purpose

Explore the dramatic earthquake at Jesus’ death and
its spiritual significance across seven impactful
days.
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Introduction

The earthquake at Jesus’ death is one of the most powerful and awe-inspiring
moments recorded in the Gospels. This seismic event, described in Matthew
27:45-54, happened at the very moment Jesus breathed His last on the cross.
The earth shook, rocks split, and tombs opened, signaling that something
monumental had occurred in the realm of heaven and earth.

But what does this earthquake mean for us today?Beyond the physical
tremor, this divine earthquake represents a deep spiritual upheaval that
reverberates through all creation. It announces the victory of Jesus over sin,
death, and darkness—a victory that changes everything.

Over these seven days, you will journey through Scripture, reflecting on the
significance of the earthquake and its surrounding events. We'll explore the
themes of judgment, redemption, and the unveiling of Jesus as the Messiah.
This study will help you see how this powerful moment reveals God’s heart,
sovereignty, and the hope that is ours through Christ's sacrifice.

As you embark on this study, I encourage you to open your heart and mind to
the profound truths hidden within this seismic event. Let it shake your soul
and bring forth transformation, drawing you closer to the living hope found
only in Jesus.
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Day 1: @ The Day the Earth Shook
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Day 1: @ The Day the Earth Shook

Your Verse

Matthew 2745-51 NIV - "From noon until three in the afternoon darkness
came over all the land... the earth shook, the rocks split...”

Supporting Scriptures

e Mark 15:33-38 - "Darkness came over the whole land... the curtain of the
temple was torn in two.”

o Luke 23:44-46 - "It was now about noon, and darkness came over the
whole land until three in the afternoon.”
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Day 1: @ The Day the Earth Shook

Devotional: The Earthquake: God's Powertful
Response

The moment Jesus died on the cross, a dramatic event happened: the earth
shook and rocks split. This was no ordinary earthquake but a divine
declaration. The heaven and earth connected in this instance, signaling that
the very foundations of sin and death were being broken.

This seismic event reminds us that Jesus’ death was not simply a tragic
execution but a purposeful act that overturned the spiritual forces binding
humanity. The darkness that covered the land represents the weight of sin,
but the quake shows God’s power and judgment in response.

As you meditate on this, reflect on how Jesus’ death shook the spiritual realm
and offers hope for shaking up your own life. What areas need God’s power to
break through?
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Day 1: @ The Day the Earth Shook

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the earthquake at Jesus' death reveal about God's power over
nature and sin?

2. How does the darkness during Jesus' crucifixion symbolize spiritual
realities?

3.In what areas of your life do you need a divine 'earthquake’ today?
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Day 1: @ The Day the Earth Shook

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when God dramatically intervened in your life like an
earthquake.

2. Write about what Jesus’ death means to you personally.

3. List areas where you sense God shaking things up for your good.
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Day 1: @ The Day the Earth Shook

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your sacrifice and the powerful way You shook the
earth at Your death. Help me to trust in Your authority over all things—seen
and unseen. Shake loose anything in my life that keeps me from fully
following You. Bring Your light into dark places within me and give me hope
in Your victory.

In Your mighty name, Amen. @ 4 J\,
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Day 2: ¥ Darkness and Divine Judgment
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Day 2: €7 Darkness and Divine Judgment

Your Verse

Matthew 2745 NIV - "From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came
over all the land.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Joel 2:31 - "The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.”

o Amos 8:9 - "Twill make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in
broad daylight.”
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Day 2: €7 Darkness and Divine Judgment

Devotional: The Dark Hour of Judgment & Love

The darkness that fell over the land during Jesus’ crucifixion was a
supernatural sign of God’s judgment and sorrow over sin. In the Old
Testament, darkness often symbolizes divine judgment and the coming of
God’s decisive action against evil.

This darkness over the land wasn’t merely atmospheric but a spiritual
announcement that the price for sin was being paid. Jesus bore the darkness
of judgment so that we wouldn’t have to.

Reflect on the significance of Jesus enduring not only physical suffering but
the deep spiritual burden of judgment and separation from God. This
moment teaches us about the magnitude of sin and the depth of Christ’s love.
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Day 2: €7 Darkness and Divine Judgment

Reflect and Apply

1. Why do you think darkness was part of Jesus’ final moments?

2. How does understanding God’s judgment deepen your appreciation for
Jesus’ sacrifice?

3. In what ways can embracing the seriousness of sin impact your daily
walk?
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Day 2: €2 Darkness and Divine Judgment

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how God’s judgment and Jesus’ love meet at the cross.

2. Reflect on how sin affects your relationship with God.

3. Pray about the areas in your life where you may need repentance.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Earthquake at Jesus’ Death: Power & Purpose Page 15 of 45

Day 2: €2 Darkness and Divine Judgment

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for revealing the weight of sin through the darkness at the
cross. Help me to understand the gravity of Your judgment and the depth of
Your mercy. Teach me to live in awe of Your holiness and love.

Guide me in repentance and transformation today. @ J\ O
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Day 3: ¥ The Temple Curtain Torn
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Day 3: ®J The Temple Curtain Torn
Your Verse

Matthew 2751 NIV - "The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Hebrews 10:19-20 - "We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus... by a new and living way.”

« Exodus 26:31-33 - "Make a curtain of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn... to
separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.”
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Day 3: ®J The Temple Curtain Torn

Devotional: Access Granted: God’s Presence is Open

The tearing of the temple curtain at Jesus’ death is one of the most profound
symbols in Scripture. This curtain had separated the Holy of Holies—the
presence of God—from the people.

Its tearing signals that Jesus’ death opened the way for all people to approach
God directly. No longer was access restricted by the old covenant’s sacrificial
system; through Jesus, we have direct access to the Father.

This moment transforms our understanding of intimacy with God. We are no
longer outsiders but beloved children invited into His very presence. Reflect
on what it means for your spiritual life to have this continuous access to God.
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Day 3: ®J The Temple Curtain Torn

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the torn curtain tell you about the old covenant versus the new
covenant?

2. How can you cultivate a deeper sense of God’s presence in your daily life?

3. Are there any barriers in your life hindering your intimacy with God?
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Day 3: ®J The Temple Curtain Torn

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how Jesus’ death has given you access to God.

2. Draw or describe what entering God’s presence feels like.

3. Consider how your prayer life reflects your confidence to approach God.
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Day 3: ®J The Temple Curtain Torn

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for tearing down the barriers between us and You. Help me
live confidently and intimately in Your presence daily. Remove anything that
hinders my closeness to You.

May I always know the privilege of direct access to You through Jesus. J\, %>

m
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Day 4: B The Rocks Split: Creation Responds
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Day 4: B The Rocks Split: Creation Responds

Your Verse

Matthew 2751 NIV - "The rocks split.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 18:7 - "The earth trembled and quaked, and the foundations of the
mountains shook.”

o Habakkuk 3:6 - "He stood and shook the earth; he looked and made the
nations tremble.”
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Day 4: B The Rocks Split: Creation Responds

Devotional: Creation Trembles at the Cross

When the rocks split at Jesus’ death, it illustrated that creation itself was
upheaved. The very earth recognized the significance of the crucifixion. This
cosmic disturbance reveals that Jesus’ death affects all of creation, not just
humanity.

The splitting rocks point to upheaval against the powers of sin, evil, and death
that held creation captive. They remind us that the redemption Jesus offers is
cosmic in scope—restoring and renewing all things.

Reflect on how God's salvation plan reaches beyond you and me. How does
this change your view of the world and your role within it?
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Day 4: B The Rocks Split: Creation Responds

Reflect and Apply

1. Why might the physical earth respond so dramatically to Jesus’ death?

2. How do you see God’s redemption plan working in the world around you?

3. What does living as part of a ‘renewed creation’ look like for you?
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Day 4: B The Rocks Split: Creation Responds

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a natural place where you feel God’s presence and power.

2. Describe how Jesus’ death impacts not only you but the world at large.

3. Pray for creation to be renewed and healed.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Earthquake at Jesus’ Death: Power & Purpose Page 27 of 45
Day 4: B The Rocks Split: Creation Responds
Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, I praise You for the powerful way all creation responds to
Jesus’ sacrifice. Help me to see Your hand at work in the world and live as a
caretaker of Your renewed creation.

May I honor Youin allIdo. @ 8 2 J\
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Day 5: ¢ The Resurrection Foreshadowed
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Day 5: ¢ The Resurrection Foreshadowed

Your Verse

Matthew 27:52-53 NIV - "The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy
people who had died were raised to life.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 6:4 - "We were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death... so that we too may live a new life.”

o 1Corinthians 15:20 - "Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
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Day 5: ¢ The Resurrection Foreshadowed

Devotional: Victory over Death is Promised

The resurrection of many holy people when Jesus died serves as a powerful
preview of His own resurrection. This extraordinary event signifies victory
over death and the promise of eternal life for those who trust in Him.

It reassures us that death is not the end, but a doorway to new life. Jesus’
resurrection inaugurates a new era where His followers share in His victory:.

Reflect on what this hope means for your life today. How does the promise of
resurrection shape how you face challenges, loss, or fear?
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Day 5: ¢ The Resurrection Foreshadowed

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the resurrection of the holy people encourage your faith?

2. What new life has Jesus promised to you personally?

3. How does believing in resurrection impact your daily decisions?
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Day 5: ¢ The Resurrection Foreshadowed

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when hope in Jesus’ resurrection encouraged you.

2. Reflect on what eternal life means to you.

3. Pray for strength to live in resurrection hope amid struggles.
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Day 5: ¢ The Resurrection Foreshadowed

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for conquering death and offering us new life through
Your resurrection. Help me to walk in this hope daily, trusting in Your promise
even when life feels hard.

Fill me with joy and courage. Amen. @ ¢ &2 J\
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Day 6: {7} The Centurion’s Confession
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Day 6: {7} The Centurion’s Confession

Your Verse

Matthew 2754 NIV - "Surely he was the Son of God!"

Supporting Scriptures

e John 9:35-38 - "Lord, I believe,” he said, and he worshiped him.

e Romans 10:9 - "If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.”
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Day 6: {7} The Centurion’s Confession

Devotional: Confessing Jesus as the Son of God

The Roman centurion’s declaration, “Surely he was the Son of God,” is a
powerful confession at the moment of Jesus’ death. A hardened soldier,
witnessing the supernatural events, acknowledged Jesus’ divine identity.

This serves as a model for us—recognizing and proclaiming who Jesus truly
is. It invites us to respond personally to Christ’s sacrifice with faith and
worship.

Consider your own response to Jesus. Are you able to confess Him as the Son
of God? How does this confession affect your relationship with Him and your
worldview?
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Day 6: {7} The Centurion’s Confession

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the centurion’s confession teach about faith arising from
witnessing God’s power?

2. How do you personally respond to Jesus’ sacrifice and identity?

3. What difference does declaring Jesus as Lord make in your life?
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Day 6: {7} The Centurion’s Confession

Journaling Prompts

1. Write your own confession of who Jesus is to you.

Page 38 of 45

2. Reflect on moments when your faith was strengthened.

3. Pray for boldness to declare Jesus openly.
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Day 6: {7} The Centurion’s Confession

Prayer for Today

Jesus, I declare You as the Son of God and my Lord. May my heart be filled
with faith and worship like the centurion’s. Help me live boldly in Your name
and share Your love freely.

Thank You for Your mighty sacrifice. ;] J\ &)
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Day 7: % Living in the Aftershock
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Day 7: ¥ Living in the Aftershock

Your Verse

Romans 8:18 NIV - "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 4:17 - "For our light and momentary troubles are achieving
for us an eternal glory.”

e Philippians 3:20 - "But our citizenship is in heaven.”
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Day 7: %> Living in the Aftershock

Devotional: Walking Forward in Unshakable Faith

The earthquake at Jesus’ death was just the beginning of a new reality. The
aftershock continues in the lives of believers who live empowered by His
resurrection and promise of glory.

Living in the aftershock means carrying the hope, transformation, and
victory of the cross into our daily struggles. It means trusting God's ultimate
plan despite challenges, knowing an eternal glory awaits.

Asyou close this study, consider how the power of the cross should shape
your life going forward. Are you living in the hope of the aftershock, an
unshakable faith that holds through all life’s storms?
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Day 7: % Living in the Aftershock

Reflect and Apply

1. How can the earthquake at Jesus’ death inspire you to trust God more
deeply?

2. What does living ‘in the aftershock’ look like practically in your life?

3. How can you encourage others to find hope in Christ’s victory?
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Day 7: ¥ Living in the Aftershock

Journaling Prompts

1. Write how your faith has been impacted by this study.

2. List steps to live more boldly in the hope of the cross.

3. Pray for strength to endure hardships with unshakable faith.
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Day 7: %> Living in the Aftershock

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the hope and victory that follow Jesus’ sacrifice. Help me
to live in the power of the cross every day. Strengthen my faith and courage to
face life’s challenges with confidence in Your promises.

May my life reflect Your glory. (50) $% [ 2\
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