The Great Banquet:
Answering God’s
Invitation

Explore the parable of the Great Banquet,
examining why many reject God's invitation and
how we can invite others to His feast.
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Introduction

The Great Banquet parable, found in Luke 14:15-24, offers profound insight
into the nature of God's invitation to His Kingdom. In this story, a man
prepares a lavish feast and invites many guests, but those initially invited
make excuses and refuse to come. The host then extends the invitation to
outsiders and those considered unlikely guests. This parable not only reveals
God's heart for all people but challenges us to reflect on how we respond to
His call and whether we share His invitation with others.

For many, rejecting the invitation is a matter of distractions, misplaced
priorities, or indifference. Yet God’s bid for relationship is filled with grace and
urgency. The banquet symbolizes the joyful fellowship and eternal life God
offers to everyone willing to come. However, the responsibility does not end
with receiving the invitation; as followers of Christ, we are called to become
inviting people, extending God's grace to those around us, especially those
who might feel excluded or unworthy of such love.

Over the next three days, we will dive deep into this parable, exploring
themes of rejection, invitation, and inclusion. We will reflect on the dangers of
ignoring God’s call, the joy found in accepting His invitation, and the vital role
we play in inviting others. May this study inspire us not only to accept God's
gracious invitation ourselves but also to respond as faithful hosts, bringing
others to the feast of eternal life.
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Day 1: [J) Receiving the Invitation
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Day 1: [T} Receiving the Invitation

Your Verse

Luke 14:15-16: 'When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to
Jesus, "Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

Then Jesus said to him, "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and
invited many guests.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 22:2 - "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son.”

 Revelation 19:9 - ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding
supper of the Lamb!’
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Day 1: [T} Receiving the Invitation

Devotional: God's Generous Invitation to All

God’s invitation to His Kingdom is an extraordinary gift. In Luke 14:15-16,
Jesus presents the image of a great banquet prepared by a generous host who
extends invitations to many. This is more than a story about food; it’s a vivid
illustration of God's offer of salvation and joy to all people.

Notice the response from the man who hears this parable — he declares the
blessing on those who will eat at the feast, recognizing the incredible honor
and blessing that the invitation represents. What an amazing promise it is to
be invited to God's eternal banquet! It speaks of belonging, abundance,
celebration, and peace. Yet, as we will see, accepting this invitation is also a
choice.

Reflect on your own response: Have you received God’s invitation with
eagerness and joy? Do you recognize His grace calling you into eternal
fellowship? This opening day is about appreciation and readiness to accept
God's call before considering the responses and challenges ahead.
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Day 1: [T} Receiving the Invitation

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the ‘great banquet’ symbolize in your understanding of God's
Kingdom?

2. How do you personally experience God’s invitation in your life today?

3. Do you feel blessed to be included in God’s invitation? Why or why not?
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Day 1: [T} Receiving the Invitation

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time you felt invited or welcomed in a meaningful way. How
did it make you feel?

2. Write about what accepting God’s invitation means for your daily life.

3. Reflect on your current attitude toward God’s call: eager, hesitant, or
indifferent?
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Day 1: [T} Receiving the Invitation

Prayer for Today

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your generous invitation to Your eternal
banquet. Help me to recognize the blessing it is to be called Your child and to
accept Your invitation with joy. Open my heart to fully receive Your grace and
prepare me to follow You faithfully. May I never take Your call lightly, but
always respond with gratitude and love. Teach me to appreciate the gift of
salvation and to live in the hope of Your Kingdom, today and forever. In Jesus’

name, Amen. J\ (D ® &>
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Day 2: 8l Facing Rejection and Excuses
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Day 2: 8| Facing Rejection and Excuses

Your Verse

Luke 14:18-20: ‘But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, "I
have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.” Another
said, "I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out.
Please excuse me.” Still another said, "I just got married, so I can't come.”’

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 1:24 - '‘Because I have called and you refused to listen, have
stretched out my hand and no one has heeded.’

o Hebrews 2:1 - 'We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what
we have heard, so that we do not drift away.
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Day 2: 8| Facing Rejection and Excuses

Devotional: Recognizing and Overcoming Our
Excuses

Why do so many reject God's invitation? Luke 14:18-20 reveals a sobering
truth — despite the generosity and sincerity of the host, guests refuse the
invitation with excuses. They prioritize possessions, work, and celebrations
over the banquet. These excuses reflect the distractions, busyness, and
misplaced priorities that keep many from entering God's Kingdom.

These rejections aren't just historical but reflect modern-day realities. We
may find ourselves or others too consumed by ambitions, comforts, or
relationships to respond fully to God’s call. This passage challenges us to
confront what keeps us from fully embracing God’s invitation.

Furthermore, the refusal to come isn't just a missed meal; it's a missed
opportunity for life transformation and eternal joy. The parable warns that
rejecting God’s invitation can lead to exclusion from His Kingdom. This day’s
reflection prompts us to examine excuses we make and inspires us to
prioritize God above all.
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Day 2: 8| Facing Rejection and Excuses

Reflect and Apply

1. What excuses have you noticed in your life or others’ that hinder
acceptance of God’s invitation?

2. How does busyness or attachment to earthly things prevent a full
embrace of faith?

3. What steps can you take to overcome these barriers and say ‘ves’ to God’s
call?
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Day 2: 8| Facing Rejection and Excuses

Journaling Prompts

1. List any excuses or distractions that have kept you from pursuing a closer
relationship with God.

2. Write about ways you can rearrange priorities to respond more faithfully
to God's invitation.

3. Reflect on a time you turned down an opportunity because of an excuse;
how might God want you to respond differently now?
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Day 2: 8| Facing Rejection and Excuses

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, open my eyes to the excuses and distractions that keep me from
fully accepting Your invitation. Help me to see them clearly and give me the
strength to overcome them. Teach me to prioritize Your Kingdom and trust
that anything I leave behind is worth the great feast You prepare. Help me to
respond with a willing heart and to invite others to join Your banquet as well.
May Your grace soften any resistance in me today. In Your gracious name I

pray, Amen. J\, { H &
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Day 3: J\, Becoming Inviting Hosts
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Day 3: /\ Becoming Inviting Hosts

Your Verse

Luke 14:21-23: "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then
the owner of the house became angry and said, "Go out quickly into the
streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and
the lame.” "Sir,” the servant said, "what you ordered has been done, but there
is stillroom.” Then the lord said, "Go out to the roads and country lanes and
compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.”’

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 10:14 - 'How; then, can they call on the one they have not

believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard?’

o Matthew 28:19 - "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...”
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Day 3: /) Becoming Inviting Hosts

Devotional: Answering God’s Call to Invite Others

God's generosity extends beyond initial invitations. When the first guests
reject the invitation, the host expands the invitation out to others, including
the marginalized and those often overlooked. This shows God’s inclusive
heart and His desire for a full house.

As followers of Christ, we are called not only to accept His invitation but also
to extend it to others who might be indifferent, excluded, or unaware. Our role
as inviting hosts reflects God’s loving nature, compelling us to reach out in
love and urgency.

This final day calls us to self-examination: Are we inviting others to the feast?
Are we living as conduits of God’s grace and invitation? The parable ends with
an open door — a call to action — reminding us that the banquet is ready and
there’s still room. Will we be faithful servants bringing others in?
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Day 3: J\, Becoming Inviting Hosts

Reflect and Apply

1. Who in your life needs an invitation to experience God's love and grace?

2. How can you actively participate in welcoming others to Christ’s feast?

3. What fears or barriers prevent you from inviting others, and how can you
overcome them?
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Day 3: J\, Becoming Inviting Hosts

Journaling Prompts

1. Write down three people you feel God is prompting you to invite to know
Him better.

2. Reflect on ways you can make your faith welcoming and inviting to
others.

3. Describe what being an inviting host in your faith community looks like
to you.
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Day 3: /\ Becoming Inviting Hosts

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for Your unending love that reaches beyond
boundaries to invite all to Your Kingdom. Empower me to be a faithful servant
who actively shares Your invitation with others. Give me boldness and
compassion to reach out to those who feel forgotten or excluded. May I mirror
Your heart and build a welcoming community where all can experience Your
grace and joy. Help me to follow Your example and fill Your house with those
searching for You. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen. J\, @ < O
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