The Roadblock of Riches:
Understanding Wealth and
Surrender

Explore Jesus’ challenging teaching on wealth and
surrender in Mark 10:23—27 uncovering the
roadblocks riches can create on our spiritual

journey.
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Introduction

Wealth and spirituality often travel a complicated path. The Gospels, rich with
Jesus' teachings, frequently challenge our notions of success and security,
especially when it comes to riches. One of the most striking passages is found
in Mark 10:23—-27, where Jesus speaks about the difficulty for a rich person to
enter the kingdom of God, comparing it to a camel passing through the eye of
aneedle.

This metaphor is not just about money but about the heart’s surrender.
Riches can become a powerful roadblock—an idol that distracts and prevents
us from fully trusting God and embracing His kingdom values. Jesus’
teaching challenges both his disciples and us today: What does it mean to let
go of earthly attachments? How do we live with an open hand, surrendering
control and security to God?

This 7-day study journey will explore the tension between wealth,
attachment, and surrender through the lens of Jesus’ words. We'll look at
what it means to follow Him wholeheartedly and discover how true wealth
lies beyond possessions. Each day will include Scripture reflection,
devotional insights, thoughtful questions, journaling prompts, and a prayer to
guide you deeper into God’s transformative truth.

Prepare to examine your heart honestly—where do riches influence your life?
Are they aroadblock or a blessing? Through prayerful study and reflection,
may the Holy Spirit reveal a path of surrender that leads to freedom and
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deeper intimacy with Christ. Let’s begin this sacred journey of discovery;,
trusting God to open our eyes and soften our hearts.
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Day 1: [_] The Stunning Challenge of Wealth
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Day 1: [[] The Stunning Challenge of Wealth

Your Verse

Mark 10:23-27 NIV - Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 19:23 - "Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of heaven.”

o Luke 18:24 - "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"
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Day 1: [[] The Stunning Challenge of Wealth

Devotional: Wealth’s Unexpected Roadblock to the
Kingdom

Wealth can be a surprising obstacle, even for Jesus’ closest followers. When
Jesus exclaimed, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God,” He
wasn’t simply commenting on money’s value. He was speaking about the
gravity riches can have on the human heart, often competing with our ability
to fully trust and depend on God.

In this passage, Jesus sets the tone for His kingdom’s values: detachment from
earthly treasures s vital for spiritual entrance. The disciples’ astonishment
reveals that they expected riches to be a blessing without consequences. Yet
Jesus reveals the unexpected roadblock—the heart’s attachment to wealth can
block relationship with God.

Reflect on your own views on money and possessions. Are they tools, or have
they become anchors, weighing down your freedom to follow Jesus? This
difficult teaching invites us to reconsider where our true security rests and
challenges us to surrender comfort for kingdom living.
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Day 1: [[] The Stunning Challenge of Wealth

Reflect and Apply

1. What emotions arise when you hear that it is hard for the rich to enter
God’s kingdom?

2. In what ways might your attachment to possessions affect your
relationship with God?

3. How does Jesus’ teaching challenge your understanding of security and
trust?
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Day 1: [[] The Stunning Challenge of Wealth

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when money or possessions influenced a big decision
in your life.

2. Describe your current relationship with wealth—how does it impact your
faith?

3. List areas where God might be inviting you to surrender control over
financial things.
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Day 1: [[] The Stunning Challenge of Wealth

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to see my heart clearly. Reveal any attachments to wealth that
keep me from fully trusting You. Teach me to surrender my need for security
and to seek Your kingdom first. May I find true treasure in Your presence, not
in earthly riches. Guide me away from the roadblocks of this world and lead
me on the path of freedom and faith. Amen. J\, &) @
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Day 2: 5 The Camel and the Needle’s Eye
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Day 2: {5 The Camel and the Needle’s Eye

Your Verse

Mark 10:25 NIV - "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 19:24 - "Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the

eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.”

e Luke 18:25 - "Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
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Day 2: {5 The Camel and the Needle’s Eye

Devotional: Understanding Jesus’ Powerful Metaphor
on Wealth

The striking imagery of a camel passing through the eye of a needle
powerfully underlines the impossibility of rich self-reliance entering God’s
kingdom. It’s a vivid metaphor that forces us to confront how our attachments
weigh us down.

While some debate the literal meaning of this phrase, the symbol remains
clear: when wealth controls the heart, it restricts spiritual movement and
connection with God. Jesus isn't condemning wealth itself but the grip it
holds over the soul.

Today, focus on the exclusivity of God’s kingdom: it requires letting go of
what we hold tight. This imagery begs the question: what heavy load might
you be carrying that makes following Jesus harder? The path to true
discipleship is marked by surrender, humility, and dependency on God’s
grace.
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Day 2: {5 The Camel and the Needle’s Eye

Reflect and Apply

1. What does the image of a camel passing through a needle’s eye evoke in
your heart?

2. Are there 'impossible’ attachments in your life that hinder your surrender
to God?

3. How might God be inviting you to experience freedom by releasing these
burdens?
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Day 2: {5 The Camel and the Needle’s Eye

Journaling Prompts

1. Draw or describe your own image of something ‘impossible’ that God
can transform in your life.

2. Write about the heaviest 'load’ your heart carries related to material
things.

3. Reflect on ways God has provided release or freedom in your spiritual
journey.
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Day 2: {5 The Camel and the Needle’s Eye

Prayer for Today

Father, Your kingdom demands humility and surrender. Help me to loosen
the grip wealth has on my heart. Teach me to depend fully on You, even in
things I perceive as impossible. I pray for grace to let go and trust Your power
to free me. Open my eyes to the treasures that last beyond earthly

possessions. Amen. (i) 73 J\
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Day 3: @ The Heart’s Attachment to Riches
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Day 3: @ The Heart’s Attachment to Riches
Your Verse
1 Timothy 6:10 NIV - "For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”
Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 6:24 - "You cannot serve both God and money.”

« Hebrews 13:5 - "Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have.”
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Day 3: @ The Heart’s Attachment to Riches

Devotional: Addressing the Heart Behind Wealth

Jesus highlights a fundamental spiritual battle: where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. The love of money often leads us into conflict with
God’s calling. Unlike money itself, which is neutral, love for money or the
craving for more becomes a root of evil.

This battle of the heart is subtle but fierce — posing as security, success, or
control. When we idolize riches, we can live distracted and disconnected from
God’s kingdom purposes.

Reflect on what motivates your financial choices. Are they born out of faith,
generosity, and trust, or anxiety and self-preservation? This day invites you to
evaluate your attachment and seek God’s help in rooting your desires in Him
instead of things.
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Day 3: @ The Heart’s Attachment to Riches

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you recognize the difference between using money and loving
money?

2. Have you noticed any compromises you've made for the sake of wealth or
status?

3. What can you do to set your heart more fully on God rather than
possessions?
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Day 3: @ The Heart’s Attachment to Riches

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when money influenced your emotions or decisions
unfairly.

2. Journal your understanding of contentment—how God shapes it in your
life.

3. List practical ways you can realign your financial priorities with God’s
kingdom.
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Day 3: @ The Heart’s Attachment to Riches

Prayer for Today

Lord, protect me from loving money more than You. Help me to see my
heart’s true desires and to place You above all else. Teach me contentment and
generosity, and break the power of greed or fear. May my life reflect
faithtulness to Your kingdom, not to the temporary things of this world.

Amen. P 3\
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Day 4. €D Surrendering All to Follow Jesus
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Day 4: €3 Surrendering All to Follow Jesus

Your Verse

Mark 10:21 NIV - "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 14:33 - "Those of you who do not give up everything you have
cannot be my disciples.”

e Philippians 3:8 - "I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”
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Day 4: €3 Surrendering All to Follow Jesus

Devotional: Following Jesus Means Wholehearted
Surrender

Jesus’ call to the rich young man was radical: surrender all you have. This is
not just about possessions but about the posture of the heart. True
discipleship requires a willingness to release control and treasure in this life to
gain a greater treasure in heaven.

Such surrender is often challenging and countercultural. It calls us to trust
God’s provision wholly and align our priorities with His kingdom. When we
let go, we gain freedom to serve, love, and live without divided loyalties.

Today, consider areas where God invites you to surrender more fully.
Sometimes surrender starts with small steps; other times, it demands bold
action. Trust that God’s treasure far outweighs what you release.
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Day 4: €3 Surrendering All to Follow Jesus

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean for you to 'sell everything’ metaphorically in your life
today?

2. How do you experience God’s provision when you let go of control?

3. Where is God calling you to deeper surrender in your walk with Him?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Roadblock of Riches: Understanding Wealth and Surrender Page 27 of 46

Day 4: €3 Surrendering All to Follow Jesus

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a list of things you find hardest to surrender to God and why.

2. Describe a time when surrendering something led to spiritual growth.

3. Pray and journal a personal commitment to a new step of surrender.
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Day 4: €3 Surrendering All to Follow Jesus

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to surrender all to follow You. Help me lay down what I hold
tightly and to trust Your perfect provision. Give me courage to walk faithfully,
treasures in heaven guiding my steps. May my heart find joy in trusting You

fully. Amen. 3% 0 J\
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Day 5: () Finding True Wealth in God
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Day 5: () Finding True Wealth in God

Your Verse

Matthew 6:19—21 NIV - "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth...
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”

Supporting Scriptures

» Psalm 37:16 - "Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of
many wicked.”

e Proverbs 11:28 - "Those who trust in their riches will fall...”
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Day 5: () Finding True Wealth in God

Devotional: Investing in Eternal Treasures, Not
Earthly Riches

True wealth is not counted in dollars or possessions but in the richness of a
life surrendered to God. Jesus contrasts temporary, earthly treasures with
eternal heavenly ones. Our challenge is to live so that our values reflect this
reality.

When you invest your time, energy, and resources into kingdom purposes—
caring for others, growing in faith, and trusting God—you build true wealth
that endures beyond this life.

Pause today to ask what treasures you are building. Are they fleeting or
eternal? Align your heart with God’s vision, and you will discover joy and
peace that transcends material gain.
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Day 5: () Finding True Wealth in God

Reflect and Apply

1. What practices help you focus on treasures in heaven rather than on
earth?

2. How does the promise of eternal riches influence your daily decisions?

3. What might God be inviting you to reorient in your life today for lasting
wealth?
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Day 5: () Finding True Wealth in God

Journaling Prompts

1. List evidence in your life of heavenly treasures you are building.

2. Write about a time when you experienced joy from giving rather than
receiving.

3.Journal a prayer to help refocus your priorities on eternal things.
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Day 5: () Finding True Wealth in God

Prayer for Today

Father, help me store up treasures in heaven. Guide my heart to value what
endures beyond this life. Teach me to invest in Your kingdom by loving others
and growing closer to You. Fill me with peace that comes from true riches in

You. Amen. & <9 J\
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Day 6: Q, Grace Empowers Our Surrender
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Day 6: &, Grace Empowers Our Surrender

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 12:9 NIV - "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 4:19 - "And my God will meet all your needs according to the
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

e Romans 8:38-39 - "Nothing... can separate us from the love of God...”
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Day 6: @, Grace Empowers Our Surrender

Devotional: God’s Grace Sustains Our Journey of
Surrender

Surrendering wealth and control can feel overwhelming, but God’s grace
empowers every step. Paul’s words remind us that God’s strength is made
perfect when we recognize our weakness and dependence on Him.

When the pressure of letting go feels heavy, lean on God’s grace—His
unmerited favor and power working within you. Trust that He will meet your
deepest needs as you choose faith over fear.

This grace frees us from performance and perfection, inviting us into rest and
confidence that God will provide and protect according to His glorious riches.
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Day 6: @, Grace Empowers Our Surrender

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s grace during times of surrender or
hardship?

2. What weaknesses or fears do you need to bring to God to receive His
strength?

3. How does trusting God’s provision change the way you face financial
challenges?
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Day 6: &, Grace Empowers Our Surrender

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a situation where God’s grace was evident in your life.

2. List fears related to surrender and how you can invite God’s power into
them.

3.Journal a prayer asking for grace to trust God more fully with your
finances.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Roadblock of Riches: Understanding Wealth and Surrender Page 40 of 46

Day 6: @, Grace Empowers Our Surrender

Prayer for Today

Lord, Your grace is all I need. In my weakness and fears around wealth and
surrender, fill me with Your power and peace. Help me rest in Your provision
and love, trusting You to lead and provide every step of the way. Thank You for
being faithful and strong. Amen. (% J\, @
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Day 7: #& Living Free From the Roadblock of
Riches
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Day 7: £ Living Free From the Roadblock of Riches
Your Verse
Galatians 5:1 NIV - "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”
Supporting Scriptures

 John 8:36 - "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

o Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and [
will give you rest.”
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Day 7: ¢ Living Free From the Roadblock of Riches

Devotional: Embracing the Freedom Christ Offers

Jesus’ teaching on riches invites us to live in freedom from their bondage.
Galatians declares that Christ sets us free, and that freedom is complete.
When we surrender wealth’s grip, we experience joy, rest, and peace that no
money can buy.

Freedom in Christ means we no longer serve money’s demands or let it define
our worth. Instead, we follow Jesus with open hands and hearts, fully trusting
His care and provision.

As this study concludes, embrace the freedom Jesus offers. Let go of any
lingering roadblocks and move forward walking in grace, surrender, and
abundant life.
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Day 7: ¢ Living Free From the Roadblock of Riches

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways have you experienced freedom from the hold of wealth?

2. How will you continue to live surrendered in a world fixated on riches?

3. What new steps can you take to walk confidently in Christ’s freedom?
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Day 7: #% Living Free From the Roadblock of Riches

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how freedom in Christ contrasts with the pressures of
wealth.

2. Describe what resting in Jesus means for your financial and spiritual life.

3. Set three goals for continuing to surrender and walk in freedom.
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Day 7: ¢ Living Free From the Roadblock of Riches

Prayer for Today

Jesus, thank You for setting me free. Help me continue living without the
roadblocks of riches holding me back. May I walk daily in Your freedom,
resting in Your love and provision. Teach me to surrender fully and walk in
the abundant life You give. Free me to follow You with joy and faithfulness.

Amen. &[]
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