The Rock That Gave Water
Twice: Lessons on
Obedience

Explore God's provision through obedience versus
presumption as seen in Israel's wilderness journey
and the rock that gave water twice.
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Introduction

The Bible is a remarkable collection of stories and teachings that reveal God’s
character and His ways. One of the most profound lessons we learn is about
the heart attitude God desires: obedience rather than presumption. In the
wilderness journey of Israel, God provided water miraculously through a
rock, not once but twice. Yet, these two events—although similar—highlight
dramatically different responses toward God's instructions.

When God's people were thirsty in the desert, the Lord used Moses to bring
water from a rock. In Exodus 17:6, God instructed Moses explicitly: to speak to
the rock to bring forth water. His obedience, even under pressure,
demonstrated trust in God’s command. Later, in Numbers 20:8-11 however,
when faced again with thirst, Moses struck the rock instead of speaking to it.
This act revealed presumption—a failure to fully trust and obey God’s clear
direction.

These passages serve as a powerful illustration of how God desires obedience
and faithfulness over presumptuous actions, even when the outcome might
be the same. Obedience honors God’s authority and timing, while
presumption often stems from impatience or doubt. Throughout this 7-day
study, we will explore the meanings behind these two moments and reflect
deeply on how we, too, can choose obedience in our daily walk with God.

Join us as we dive into Scripture to discover not just the miracle of the water
from the rock but also the heart lessons that flow from it—encouraging us to
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trust God’s voice and directions rather than acting presumptuously on our
own understanding.
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Day 1: {) God’s Provision in the Desert
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Day 1: ) God’s Provision in the Desert

Your Verse

Exodus 17:6 - "I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the
rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 78:15 - "He split the rocks in the wilderness and gave them water
as abundant as the seas.”

e [saiah 43:20 - "I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give
drink to my people.”
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Day 1: ) God’s Provision in the Desert

Devotional: Trusting God’s Care in Our Desert Times

The first miraculous provision of water from the rock shows how God cares
for His people even in the bleakest circumstances. In Exodus 17:6, God's
precise instruction to Moses was to strike the rock at Horeb, and when Moses
obeyed, water flowed abundantly for thirsty Israelites.

This event underscores two truths: God is our provider, and His commands
are to be trusted. Imagine the relief and awe the people experienced. God’s
care was immediate and powerful, meeting their need exactly. But more than
that, obedience to God’s word opened the way for the miracle.

In our lives, how often do we face dry seasons—moments of spiritual thirst or
deep need? God’s provision may come in expected or unexpected ways, but
obedience to His direction is key to unlocking blessings. When we fully listen
and respond to His voice, even when it seems difficult, God fulfills His
promises.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Rock That Gave Water Twice: Lessons on Obedience Page 8 of 46

Day 1: ) God’s Provision in the Desert

Reflect and Apply

1. How do I respond when God gives me clear instructions in difficult
situations?

2. In what ways have I experienced God’s provision during my own
'wilderness’ moments?

3. Do I trust God enough to obey when His ways seem unusual or
challenging?
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Day 1: ) God’s Provision in the Desert

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God provided for you unexpectedly:.

2. Reflect on areas where you may be resisting God’s instructions.

3. List ways you can cultivate greater trust and obedience in your daily walk.
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Day 1: ) God’s Provision in the Desert

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to trust Your provision and obey Your commands, even when
the path seems unclear. Strengthen my faith to depend fully on You and Your
timing. Open my eyes to Your care in every circumstance. Amen. ¢ /), ©J
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Day 2: € Speaking Versus Striking the Rock
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Day 2: & Speaking Versus Striking the Rock

Your Verse

Numbers 20:8 - "Take the statf, and you and your brother Aaron gather the
assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its
water.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 95:7-8 - .. Today, if only you would hear his voice, do not harden
your hearts.”

« Hebrews 3:15 - "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as
you did in the rebellion.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt The Rock That Gave Water Twice: Lessons on Obedience Page 13 of 46

Day 2: & Speaking Versus Striking the Rock

Devotional: Hearing God’s Voice Calls for Careful
Obedience

In Numbers 20, God gave Moses a very specific command: fo speakto the
rock so that it would yield water, a change from the previous event where God
told Moses to strike it. This subtle but significant difference shows God’s
desire for obedience and reverence in each circumstance.

However, Moses, perhaps understandably frustrated with the people’s
grumbling, struck the rock twice instead of speaking to it. This act of striking
rather than speaking was considered presumption — acting on his own
authority rather than following God’s explicit command.

This moment is a sobering reminder that God’s instructions are not to be
altered or ignored based on our feelings or pressures. Hearing and obeying
God’s voice means we must be sensitive and careful, ensuring our actions
align with His will—not only for God’s glory but for our own spiritual health
and testimony:.
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Day 2: & Speaking Versus Striking the Rock

Reflect and Apply

1. What might cause me to act presumptuously rather than waiting on
God’s instructions?

2. How do I distinguish God’s voice from my own urgencies or frustrations?

3. What does it mean in my life to obey God’s word exactly as He gives it?
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Day 2: & Speaking Versus Striking the Rock

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a time you altered God’s direction—what was the outcome?

2. Describe how you can improve listening to God’s voice more attentively.

3. Wrrite a prayer committing to obey God’s instructions faithfully.
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Day 2: & Speaking Versus Striking the Rock

Prayer for Today

Father, grant me humility to listen carefully and the courage to obey Your
commands fully, even when it’s difficult. Protect me from acting
presumptuously and help me honor YouinallIdo. & /\ []
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Day 3: 4£> The Consequences of Presumption
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Day 3: 4> The Consequences of Presumption

Your Verse

Numbers 20:12 - "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as

holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the
land I give them.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding;”

e James 4:6 - "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”
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Day 3: 4> The Consequences of Presumption

Devotional: Presumption Brings Costly Consequences

Moses’ striking of the rock instead of speaking it had serious consequences.
God declared in Numbers 20:12 that Moses would not lead the people into the
Promised Land because he failed to trust and honor God fully.

This teaches us that presumption is more than just a small error; it reflects a
heart issue—lack of faith and reverence for God’s holiness. When we act
presumptuously, we elevate our understanding or will above God’s, which
brings loss and broken fellowship with Him.

Obedience is not just about following rules but about trusting God’s wisdom
above our own. It is a daily choice to rely completely on Him rather than
pushing ahead on our own terms. The cost of presumption is high, but the
way of obedience leads to blessing and intimacy with God.
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Day 3: 4> The Consequences of Presumption

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there areas where I have relied on my own understanding above
God’s?

2. What are the risks of presumption in my spiritual walk and leadership?

3. How can I cultivate a heart of reverence and trust toward God?
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Day 3: 4> The Consequences of Presumption

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about consequences you've experienced from acting without
trusting God fully.

2. List ways you can honor God as holy in your daily decisions.

3. Pray for the humility to surrender your plans to God’s will.
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Day 3: 4> The Consequences of Presumption

Prayer for Today

Lord, I repent for times I have acted presumptuously and failed to honor You
fully. Help me to trust and revere You, seeking Your will and wisdom above
my own. Restore me and guide me in humility. /\, @
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Day 4: 3 God’s Faithfulness Despite Failure
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Day 4: C3 God’s Faithfulness Despite Failure

Your Verse

Psalm 78:20-21 - "He struck the rock so that water gushed out and streams
flowed abundantly, but can he again bring us water?”

Supporting Scriptures

 Lamentations 3:22-23 - "Because of the Lord's great love we are not
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.”

2 Timothy 2:13 - "If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot
disown himselt.”
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Day 4: C3 God’s Faithfulness Despite Failure

Devotional: God’s Faithfulness Covers Our Failures

Even though Moses’ presumption led to serious consequences, God’s
faithfulness to His people never wavered. Psalm 78 recalls the miracle of
water from the rock but also reveals Israel’s struggle to believe that God would
continue providing.

Our failures do not erase God’s faithfulness. While we may stumble or
disobey, His compassion continues to meet us. This is the comfort and hope
of the gospel: God remains faithful even when we are not.

Understanding this helps us to come to God with honesty, confessing and
repenting but also resting in His steadfast love. Our obedience is important,
yet God’s grace empowers us to begin again and grow in trust.
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Day 4: 3 God’s Faithfulness Despite Failure

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s faithfulness give me hope despite my mistakes?

2. In what ways can I rely on God’s mercy more deeply?

3. What steps can I take to realign with God’s purposes after failure?
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Day 4: C3 God’s Faithfulness Despite Failure

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God'’s faithfulness sustained you after a failure.

2. Reflect on how you experience God’s compassion day by day.

3. Pray for grace to trust God’s heart even when you struggle to obey.
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Day 4: C3 God’s Faithfulness Despite Failure

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your unending faithfulness and compassion.
When I fail, remind me that Your love remains steadfast. Help me to repent
and return to You, confident in Your mercy and grace. @ § J\
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Day 5: () Listening for God’s Voice

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Rock That Gave Water Twice: Lessons on Obedience Page 30 of 46

Day 5: () Listening for God’s Voice

Your Verse

John 10:27 - "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 30:21 - "Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will
hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.”

e Revelation 3:20 - "Here 1 am!I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.”
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Day 5: () Listening for God’s Voice

Devotional: Cultivating Spiritual Hearing and
Obedience

One reason Moses acted presumptuously may have been a failure in hearing
or trusting God’s voice fully in the moment. Listening for God requires
intentionality and a quiet heart, especially amid pressure or confusion.

Jesus calls His followers His sheep—those who listen and recognize His voice.
Learning to discern God’s guidance takes practice, prayer, and sensitivity to
the Holy Spirit.

As we develop our spiritual hearing, obedience flows naturally rather than
reluctantly. When we hear God clearly, even difficult commands become acts
of faith rather than burden or frustration.
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Day 5: () Listening for God’s Voice

Reflect and Apply

1. How attuned am I to God’s voice in everyday life?

Page 32 of 46

2. What distracts me from listening carefully to God?

3. How can I create space to hear God more clearly?
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Day 5: () Listening for God’s Voice

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe ways you currently listen to God and what helps you focus.

2. Write about moments when God’s voice impacted your decisions.

3. Pray for greater sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s leading.
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Day 5: () Listening for God’s Voice

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, teach me to recognize and respond to Your voice. Help me to quiet
my heart, listen attentively, and obey joyfully. Guide me by Your Spirit each

dayinallIdo. () J\ ¥J
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Day 6: (@) Choosing Obedience Over
Presumption
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Day 6: (@ Choosing Obedience Over Presumption

Your Verse

Deuteronomy 5:33 - "Walk in obedience to all that the Lord your God has
commanded you...”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Samuel 15:22 - "To obey is better than sacrifice..”
e John 14:15 - "If you love me, keep my commands.”
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Day 6: (@ Choosing Obedience Over Presumption

Devotional: Obedience Reflects Our Love for God

God’s people are called to walk in obedience, honoring His commands as an
expression of love and faith. The contrast between obedience and
presumption is not always about right or wrong actions but about heart
posture—humble submission versus self-will.

Obedience pleases God and opens the door for His blessing. Presumption,
even if it appears effective, can hinder God’s purposes and lead to loss.

This day invites us to reflect on areas of life where obedience may be difficult
but necessary—moments where we must choose to follow God’s will rather
than our own understanding or impulses.
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Day 6: (@ Choosing Obedience Over Presumption

Reflect and Apply

1. Where in my life is God calling me to choose obedience today?

2. How does obedience demonstrate my love and trust in God?

3. What steps can I take to avoid presumption in challenging situations?
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Day 6: (@ Choosing Obedience Over Presumption

Journaling Prompts

1. List commands of God you find challenging to obey.

2. Write a commitment statement to choose obedience willingly.

3. Pray for strength to say no to presumption in your life.
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Day 6: (@ Choosing Obedience Over Presumption

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to choose obedience each day as a sign of my love for You.
Give me strength to submit to Your will, resisting the temptation to rely on my
own understanding. May my life honor You. @& /\, @
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Day 7: & Walking Forward in Faith
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Day 7: @\ Walking Forward in Faith
Your Verse
Hebrews 11:6 - "Without faith it is impossible to please God...”
Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 5:7 - "For we live by faith, not by sight.”

e Proverbs 16:3 - "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will
establish your plans.”
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Day 7: £ Walking Forward in Faith

Devotional: Faithful Steps Toward God’s Promises

The journey of obedience is a path walked by faith, confident that God is good
and His plans are best. Moses’ story reminds us that faith requires patience
and submission—even when we don't fully understand.

Walking forward means trusting God’s guidance, obeying His word, and
confessing failures without despair. As we lean on God’s promises and Holy
Spirit, we grow in spiritual maturity and experience His peace.

Let this final day’s reflection inspire you to keep moving forward, choosing
obedience and faith rather than presumption or fear.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Rock That Gave Water Twice: Lessons on Obedience

Day 7: 4 Walking Forward in Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. How can I walk daily by faith and not by sight?
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2. What fears or doubts do I need to surrender to God?

3. How will I commit my plans to the Lord this week?
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Day 7: 4 Walking Forward in Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what walking by faith means in your life.

Page 45 of 46

2. Set goals for growing in obedience and trust.

3. Pray for courage to follow God wholeheartedly going forward.
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Day 7: £ Walking Forward in Faith

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me to walk forward in faith, trusting You with each step.
Strengthen my obedience and help me surrender doubts and fears. May I
commit all I do to You, assured of Your guidance and care. A J\, 3%
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