The Shepherd's Pursuit:
Understanding the Lost
Sheep

Explore Jesus’ heart for lost souls through the
parable of the lost sheep, discovering the value of
each life and God's relentless love.
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Introduction

The Gospels offer us profound insights into the heart of Jesus Christ, our
Good Shepherd. Among the many parables and teachings, the story of the
lost sheep stands out as a beautiful illustration of God's relentless love and
pursuit of even one lost soul. In Matthew 18:12—14, Jesus paints a vivid picture
of a shepherd who leaves ninety-nine sheep to seek one that is lost,
emphasizing how valuable each individual is in God's eyes.

In a world that often focuses on the majority or the easily reached, this
passage reminds us that no one is insignificant or beyond God's reach. Every
person, every soul matters immensely. The Shepherd’s pursuit isn’t passive or
indifferent; it’s intentional, sacrificial, and full of love. Through this Bible
study plan, we'll dive deeper into the heart of the Shepherd and learn the
significance of pursuing and caring for the lost, just as Jesus does. We'll
explore scriptures that reinforce this theme, encouraging us to reflect on how
we might share in this mission and reflect God’s compassion to the world
around us.

Join us over these three days as we journey into the rich message of the lost
sheep, discovering how Jesus’ love challenges and inspires us to value and
seek those who are far from Him.
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Day 1: €) The Value of One Sheep

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjnt The Shepherd's Pursuit: Understanding the Lost Sheep Page 5 of 21

Day 1: €3 The Value of One Sheep

Your Verse

Matthew 18:12—14 - “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and

one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and
go to look for the one that wandered oft?”

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke 15:4 — “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of

them. Doesn't he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after
the lost sheep until he finds it?”

e John 10:27-28 — “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish...”
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Day 1: €3 The Value of One Sheep

Devotional: God’s Relentless Heart for the One

Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep powerfully reveals the tender heart of our
Shepherd. Imagine a shepherd leaving the comfort and safety of ninety-nine
sheep to venture into unknown danger in pursuit of just one lost sheep. This
speaks volumes about the intrinsic value God places on every individual soul.
The Shepherd’s priority isn't the crowd or the majority, but the one who has
gone astray.

In our lives, it’s easy to overlook or get discouraged by one person who is lost
or far from God. Yet, Jesus sets the example by showing that pursuing just one
individual reflects the heart of God’s kingdom. The shepherd’s commitment
to seek the lost underscores God’s grace, mercy, and patience for each of us
when we wander.

Take to heart the fact that you are deeply loved and that you can also share in
God’s mission by valuing and pursuing others with the same relentless love.
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Day 1: €3 The Value of One Sheep

Reflect and Apply

1. How does it feel to know that God pursues you personally, even if you feel
lost or distant?

2. Why do you think Jesus highlights leaving ninety-nine sheep to seek
one?

3. In what ways does this parable challenge your perspective on reaching
out to those who seem far from God?
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Day 1: €3 The Value of One Sheep

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when you felt lost and how you sensed God pursuing
youl.

2. List people in your life who may need the Shepherd’s love and care.

3. Reflect on how you can embody the Shepherd’s compassion for the lost.
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Day 1: €3 The Value of One Sheep

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your unwavering love and pursuit of me—even when I
wander. Help me to deeply understand the value You place on each soul. Give
me compassion and boldness to seek those who are lost and to mirror Your
grace in my everyday interactions. May I never overlook one person’s worth
but embrace Your heart for all. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ¢ @ /) %>
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Day 2: %> The Shepherd’s Joy in Finding
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Day 2: %> The Shepherd’s Joy in Finding
Your Verse

Luke 15:5—7 - “When he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my lost sheep.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 15:10 — “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

e Zephaniah 3:17 — “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior
who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer
rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”
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Day 2: %> The Shepherd’s Joy in Finding

Devotional: Celebrating the Found: God’s Overflowing
Joy

The story of the lost sheep doesn’t end with the search, but with celebration.
When the shepherd finds the missing sheep, he joyfully carries it home and
calls others to rejoice. This image highlights that God not only pursues the
lost but delights immensely when even one soul is restored.

The joy of finding the lost is a powerful reminder of God’s boundless mercy
and the blessing it is to participate in His redemptive work. This celebration
extends beyond the shepherd to God’s heavenly realm, where each act of
repentance and return causes a great rejoicing among the angels.

As followers of Christ, we are invited to share in this joy, welcoming the lost
with acceptance, grace, and celebration. Each life reconnected to Gods love is
worth rejoicing over!
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Day 2: %> The Shepherd’s Joy in Finding
Reflect and Apply

1. How do you experience God’s joy when you come back to Him after
feeling lost?

2. What does it mean to you that there is rejoicing in heaven over one sinner
who repents?

3. How can you participate in celebrating the restoration of others in your
community?
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Day 2: %> The Shepherd’s Joy in Finding
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment of restoration or forgiveness that brought you
great joy.

2. Who can you encourage or celebrate today as they draw closer to God?

3. Describe ways you can express the Shepherd’s joy in your daily
relationships.
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Day 2: %> The Shepherd’s Joy in Finding

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the overwhelming joy You show when one of Your lost
sheep is found. Fill me with that same joy and help me celebrate the
restoration of those around me. Teach me to welcome others with grace and
to rejoice in every step they take toward You. May Your love overflow in my
heart as I share in Your goodness. In Jesus’ name, Amen. & <, /\, ¥
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Day 3: #£ Reflecting the Shepherd's Heart
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Day 3: #£ Reflecting the Shepherd’s Heart

Your Verse

John 10:11 - “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Isaiah 40:11 — “He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in
his arms and carries them close to his heart...”

e Psalm 23:1-4 — “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing...”
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Day 3: #£ Reflecting the Shepherd's Heart

Devotional: Living Out the Shepherd’s Compassion

Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd who willingly lays down His life for
His sheep. This sacrificial love sets the ultimate example of care,
commitment, and compassion. As followers of Christ, we are invited to mirror
this Shepherd's heart in how we relate to others—especially the lost and
vulnerable.

The Scriptures describe God as tender and protective, gathering the lambs
close to His heart. We too can be agents of God’s love, offering safety,
guidance, and hope to those wandering in darkness. Reflecting the
Shepherd’s heart involves sacrifice, patience, and intentional outreach, not
just waiting for the lost to come to us but actively seeking and embracing
them.

Today;, consider how you can embody Jesus’ example by loving others
selflessly and pursuing the lost with compassion and courage.
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Day 3: #£ Reflecting the Shepherd’s Heart

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways can you practically lay down your life for others as Jesus
did?

2. How does knowing God’s tenderness shape your approach to those who
are struggling or lost?

3. What barriers might you need to overcome to reflect the Shepherd’s heart
more fully?
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Day 3: #£ Reflecting the Shepherd’s Heart

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify one way you can sacrificially serve someone in need this week.

2. Write about the challenges and rewards of pursuing others with
compassion.

3. Reflect on the meaning of Jesus as your Good Shepherd and how that
empowers youl.
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Day 3: #£ Reflecting the Shepherd’s Heart

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for us. Help me
to reflect Your heart by loving others with courage and compassion. Teach me
to seek those who are lost and to care for them sacrificially. May my life
mirror Your tenderness and grace so that many may come to know Your
saving love. In Your precious name, Amen. £ < @ J\
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