The Watchful Servant:
Living with Purpose While
We Wait

Explore Mark 13:34—37 and discover how every
believer is called to be watchful and faithful in their
God-given assignment while waiting for Christ’s
return.
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Introduction

The Gospels reveal the profound truths about Jesus’ life, teachings, death, and
resurrection. Among these truths is a call not only to believe but to live
intentionally as His followers.

In Mark 13:34—37, Jesus gives a vivid picture of a servant entrusted with a
responsibility during his master’s absence. This passage reminds us that each
believer has an assignment to fulfill while we wait for Christ’s return. Waiting
isn't passive; it's active, watchful, and purposeful.

As followers of Jesus, we're called to stay alert, serve diligently, and live
faithfully. The Master could return at any moment, and our readiness is
shown through our faithful stewardship of the gifts, time, and opportunities
He places in our hands. Throughout this 3-day study, we'll explore how the
Gospels illustrate this watchfulness and inspire us to embrace our
assignments with hope and obedience.

Let's journey together to understand what it means to be watchful servants,
living with intentionality and expectancy.
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Day 1: @ Staying Alert for the Master’s
Return
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Day 1: @¢ Staying Alert for the Master’s Return

Your Verse

Mark 13:34—37 NIV "It s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts
his servants in charge...and tells them to keep watch.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 12:35 - "Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning,”

o 1Peter 4:7 - "The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober
mind so that you may pray.”
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Day 1: @¢ Staying Alert for the Master’s Return

Devotional: Living Alertly as Faithful Servants

Mark 13:34—37 presents a powerful metaphor of stewardship and readiness.
Jesus uses the image of a man going on a journey, entrusting his servants
with responsibility over his household. The key command is for them to keep
watch. This watchfulness is not fear-driven but rooted in trust and purposeful
living.

For believers today, this parable highlights how waiting for Christ’s return
involves more than expectation; it demands active engagement. We are not
idle but attentive, caring for the tasks God has given us. The ‘watching’
includes spiritual alertness—being conscious of the times and standing firm
in faith rather than falling asleep in complacency.

Living with eyes open means staying rooted in prayer and Scripture,
discerning God’s movements, and remaining vigilant against distractions
and temptations that pull us away from our calling. This watchfulness is an
act of love and loyalty to the Master.

How might you cultivate a lifestyle of alertness while waiting for God’s
timing? What distractions threaten your focus?
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Day 1: @¢ Staying Alert for the Master’s Return

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to you personally to “keep watch” as a believer?

2. How do you balance waiting and active service in your spiritual life?

3. In what ways might complacency hinder your readiness for Christ’s
return?
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Day 1: @¢ Staying Alert for the Master’s Return

Journaling Prompts

1. List areas where you feel called to be watchful or vigilant in your daily life.

2. Reflect on times you felt spiritually ‘asleep’—what led to those moments?

3. Wrrite a prayer asking God to help you remain alert and faithful.
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Day 1: @¢ Staying Alert for the Master’s Return

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me be watchful and alert as I wait for Your return. Keep my heart
vigilant and my spirit ready to serve You faithfully. May I reject complacency
and distractions, embracing the assignment You have given me. Strengthen

me to live with purpose, trusting Your timing. Thank You for entrusting me
with a role in Your kingdom.

ALRO
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Day 2: 4% Faithful Stewardship in the
Master’s Absence
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Day 2: 4% Faithful Stewardship in the Master’s Absence

Your Verse

Matthew 25:21 NIV "His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!

You have been faithtful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many
things.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Luke 16:10 - "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted
with much,”

e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord,”
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Day 2: 4% Faithful Stewardship in the Master’s Absence

Devotional: Embracing Small Tasks with Heart and
Excellence

Faithfulness in small things leads to greater responsibility. The parable of the
talents in Matthew 25:21 guides us to understand the heart of our
assignments as watchful servants. Each believer’s task, no matter the size, is
significant to God.

While we await Christ’s return, our stewardship involves managing our time,
gifts, relationships, and resources wisely. This stewardship is an expression of
trustworthiness and honor to the Master. It's easy to underestimate
seemingly small daily acts—kindness, consistent prayer, integrity at work—
but God sees and rewards faithfulness.

Moreover, doing everything wholeheartedly as if for the Lord himself
transforms routine tasks into spiritual worship and purposeful living.
Remember, the Master’s absence is temporary. Our faithfulness now has
eternal significance.

Consider: What small responsibilities has God placed in your hands that you
might be neglecting or undervaluing? How can you intentionally serve with
passion and excellence today?
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Day 2: 4% Faithful Stewardship in the Master’s Absence

Reflect and Apply

1. What ‘small things’ is God calling you to be faithful with right now?

2. How do you maintain excellence and passion in everyday
responsibilities?

3. In what ways can you see routine work as worship to God?
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Day 2: 4% Faithful Stewardship in the Master’s Absence

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify three daily tasks you can dedicate more intentionally to God’s
glory.

2. Write about a time when faithfulness in a small act led to unexpected
blessings.

3. Ask God to show you how He wants to use your talents and gifts
faithfully.
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Day 2: 4% Faithful Stewardship in the Master’s Absence

Prayer for Today

Jesus, teach me to be a faithful steward of the assignments You've given me.
Help me see the value in all | am entrusted with and serve with dedication as
if serving You directly. Strengthen my heart to remain passionate even in the
routine, knowing my faithfulness pleases You. May I hear You say, ‘Well done’
when You return.

CYPIN..
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Day 3: 3{ Living in Hope and Expectancy
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Day 3: i Living in Hope and Expectancy

Your Verse

Titus 2:13 NIV "While we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

» Romans 8:25 - "But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.”
« Hebrews 9:28 - "Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many;

and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to
those who are waiting for him.”
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Day 3: {{ Living in Hope and Expectancy

Devotional: Hopeful Waiting Fuels Faithful Living

Hope is the anchor of the watchful servant. As believers, our waiting carries a
glorious promise — the return of Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13 calls this the blessed
hope, a confident expectation that shapes how we live today.

Wiaiting with hope is not passive longing but an active stance of trust that
sustains and empowers us. Paul in Romans 8:25teaches patient endurance,
reminding us that hope keeps us steady amidst trials and uncertainties.

Living in hope transforms our waiting from frustration to expectancy. It fuels
our readiness and encourages us to persevere joyfully. We remember that
Jesus’ second coming will finalize salvation and restoration. This hope creates
urgency and meaning in serving faithfully and watching diligently.

Reflect on how hope shapes your assignment and watchfulness. How does it
motivate your daily walk and service? How can you live more enthusiastically
in anticipation?
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Day 3: i Living in Hope and Expectancy

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the hope of Christ’s return influence your daily decisions?

2. In what ways does hope help you endure challenges while waiting?

3. How can you inspire others to live expectantly and watchfully?
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Day 3: i Living in Hope and Expectancy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what the ‘blessed hope’ means to your spiritual journey.

2. List practical ways to live each day in joyful anticipation of Jesus’ return.

3. Pray for renewed hope and strength to persevere in your God-given
assignment.
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Day 3: i Living in Hope and Expectancy

Prayer for Today

Father, fill me with hope as I wait for Jesus. Let this hope anchor my soul and
give me strength to serve faithfully every day. Help me embrace expectancy,
living each moment with joy and readiness. May my life reflect confidence in
Your promises and inspire others to watch and wait patiently. Thank You for
the hope that never fades.

AT PN
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