The Writing on the Wall:
Lessons from Belshazzar’s
Fall

Explore the powerful story of Belshazzar’s fall,
uncovering God’s sovereignty, judgment, and the
call to humility through scripture and reflection.
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Introduction

God’s messages often come in unexpected ways, calling us to pause and
reflect. One of the most striking examples is found in the story of Belshazzar’s
feast and the mysterious writing on the wall. This narrative, located in Daniel
5, serves as a dramatic wake-up call, revealing God’s judgment on pride and
irreverence. As we journey through this 7-day study, we will dive deep into
the historical context, theological meaning, and personal application of this
powerful moment in Scripture.

Belshazzar, the Babylonian king, during a lavish banquet, saw a hand write
strange words on the palace wall: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin. These words,
deciphered by Daniel, foretold the end of his reign and the fall of Babylon.
More than a historical event, this story reveals timeless themes of
accountability and divine sovereignty:.

Throughout our study, we will reflect on how God's justice prevails over
human arrogance, and how we are called to live with humility and awareness
of His presence. Let this study challenge you to consider where your heart
stands before God’s righteous judgment — will you heed His warning or
ignore the writing on your own wall?
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Day 1: ## The Setting: Babylon’s Banquet
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Day 1: # The Setting: Babylon’s Banquet
Your Verse

Daniel 5:1 - Belshazzar, king of Babylon, held a great feast for a thousand of
his nobles and drank wine with them.

Supporting Scriptures

e Daniel 4:30 - 'Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal
residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”’

o Psalm 2:4 - "The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at
them.
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Day 1: # The Setting: Babylon’s Banquet

Devotional; Pride Before the Fall

The story begins with a moment of arrogance and complacency. Belshazzar,
grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, throws a lavish feast, celebrating with his
nobles and taking pride in their power and wealth. They use sacred vessels
from the Jerusalem temple to drink wine, showing blatant disrespect for the
God of Israel.

This setting symbolizes a heart far removed from reverence. In the midst of
their revelry, God interrupts the party to remind them of His sovereignty. It’s a
stark contrast between human pride and divine authority.

As believers today, we are reminded not to become complacent or arrogant in
our positions or possessions. God’s presence calls us to humility and respect.
Our ‘banquets’ might take different forms — career successes, social
standing, or material wealth — but the call is the same: do not forget God.
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Day 1: & The Setting: Babylon’s Banquet

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways might you be ignoring God’s presence in your daily life?

2. How can pride blind us to the warnings God sends?

3. What are some ‘sacred’ things you might be misusing or taking for
granted?
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Day 1: # The Setting: Babylon’s Banquet

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you realized God was calling you to humility.

2. List any areas in your life where pride may be creeping in.

3. Reflect on how worship and respect for God influence your daily choices.
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Day 1: # The Setting: Babylon’s Banquet

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me recognize Your sovereignty over my life. When distractions and
pride cloud my heart, remind me that all I have is from You. Teach me
humility and reverence so I may honor You in every circumstance. Keep me
aware of Your presence and ready to listen to Your voice. Amen. J\, [ %¢
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Day 2: (b The Mysterious Hand
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Day 2: (b The Mysterious Hand

Your Verse

Daniel 5:5 - Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the
plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace.

Supporting Scriptures

 Exodus 31:18 - God gave Moses the two tablets of the covenant law,
written by the finger of God.

 Revelation 5:1 - A scroll sealed with seven seals, and no one could open it
except the Lamb.
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Day 2: (b The Mysterious Hand

Devotional: Divine Intervention in Our Lives

The image of a mysterious hand writing on the wall shocks everyone at the
feast. This supernatural act interrupts human celebration with divine
revelation. The hand symbolizes God’s direct intervention and
communication.

In Scripture, God’s 'finger’ writing often symbolizes His authority and the
giving of His law ( Exodus 31:18). Here, the writing is not law but judgment.
The message is precise and terrifying — a clear warning that Belshazzar and
his kingdom are under God’s scrutiny.

For us, encounters with God often come unexpectedly. God speaks through
His Word, through circumstances, and even through the quiet stirrings of our
hearts. We must pay attention and be open to hearing what God wants to
reveal — even when it is uncomfortable.
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Day 2: (b The Mysterious Hand

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you experienced moments when God interrupted your life
unexpectedly?

2. How do you respond when God’s messages challenge your plans or
pride?

3. In what ways might God be writing His message on your 'wall’ today?
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Day 2: (b The Mysterious Hand

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a time God spoke to you unexpectedly and how you responded.

2. Describe what it means to you that God's writing signifies authority:.

3. Write down what you think God might be asking you to listen to now.
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Day 2: (b The Mysterious Hand

Prayer for Today

Father, I pray that You would speak clearly into my life. When [ am distracted
or resistant, open my ears and heart to Your message. Help me to recognize
Your divine handwriting in the moments You choose to reveal Yourself. Give
me courage to respond in faith and obedience. In Jesus’ name, Amen. ™[ 7

AS
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Day 3: Bl The Writing Deciphered
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Day 3: Bl The Writing Deciphered

Your Verse

Daniel 5:25-28 - "Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin...” Here is what these words
mean...

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 51:63-64 - Jeremiah writes Babylon’s downfall on a scroll.

e Proverbs 16:18 - 'Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a
fall’
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Day 3: Bl The Writing Deciphered

Devotional: God’s Just Verdict Revealed

When Daniel interprets the writing, the message is a divine verdict against
Belshazzar’s reign. Each word carries a weighty meaning of judgment —
counting days, weighing deeds, and dividing the kingdom.

This moment illustrates God's justice being delivered with perfect
knowledge. Belshazzar's arrogance, disregard for sacred things, and failure to
honor God led him to inevitable downfall.

God’s judgment is neither arbitrary nor hidden; it stands as a warning to
those who live self-exalted lives. While God is merciful, the Scriptures show
He also honors justice. We are called to examine our own hearts and live
according to His standards.
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Day 3: Bl The Writing Deciphered

Reflect and Apply

1. What does God’s message to Belshazzar tell us about His character?

2. How does understanding God’s judgment influence your daily behavior?

3. Are there areas where you need to ‘weigh’ your actions before God?
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Day 3: Bl The Writing Deciphered

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you faced consequences for prideful actions.

2. Consider what it means to live under God’s just and holy judgment.

3. List personal habits or attitudes that might need God’s correction.
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Day 3: Bl The Writing Deciphered

Prayer for Today

Lord, Your justice is perfect and true. Help me understand that pride and
rebellion against You lead to ruin. Examine my heart and reveal any hidden
sins. Teach me to live humbly and to honor You in all my ways. May Your

Word be a lamp to my feet. Amen. 88 1] J\
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Day 4: 88 Weighed and Found Wanting
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Day 4: 8B Weighed and Found Wanting

Your Verse

Daniel 5:27 - "You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting.’

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 12:14 - God will bring every deed into judgment.

e 2 Corinthians 5:10 - We must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ.
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Day 4: 8B Weighed and Found Wanting

Devotional: Living Under God’s Standard

To be 'weighed and found wanting' is a sobering declaration. It confirms that
Belshazzar’s life and reign did not measure up to God's righteous standards.
This phrase reminds us that God evaluates not just actions but the heart

behind them.

In our spiritual journey, we need to be mindful of how God perceives our lives.
We cannot hide sin or pride from Him. However, this also calls us to
repentance, grace, and transformation through Christ, who offers forgiveness
and empowers us to live rightly.

The challenge is to live in awareness of this divine standard — to seek God’s
approval above human praise and to follow His ways wholeheartedly:.
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Day 4: 8B Weighed and Found Wanting

Reflect and Apply

1. How does it feel to know God weighs your heart and deeds?

2. What steps can you take to align your life with God’s standards?

3. In what ways can God’s judgment bring growth instead of fear?
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Day 4: 8B Weighed and Found Wanting

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on areas where you feel you fall short before God.

2. Write a prayer asking God for help to live a heart pleasing to Him.

3. List changes you want to make to better honor God daily.
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Day 4: 8B Weighed and Found Wanting

Prayer for Today

Merciful Father, I acknowledge You weigh my thoughts and deeds. Help me to
live a life pleasing in Your sight. When I fail, guide me toward repentance and
renewal. May I walk humbly and boldly under Your loving judgment,
knowing Your mercy through Jesus Christ. Amen. 88 /\, @
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Day 5: @ The Kingdom Divided
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Day 5: @ The Kingdom Divided

Your Verse

Daniel 5:28 - "Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Habakkuk 1:5 - God does an amazing work beyond what we can
imagine.
e Romans 13:1 - Authorities are established by God.
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Day 5: @ The Kingdom Divided

Devotional: God’s Sovereignty Over Nations

The prophecy of the kingdom’s division highlights God’s sovereignty over
nations and history. Belshazzar’s downfall was not just personal but political
and prophetic — Babylon’s empire was to fall to the Medes and Persians. This
reminds us that God controls the rise and fall of kingdoms according to His
plan.

As followers of Christ, we are living in a world where earthly powers shift and
change. But God remains the ultimate ruler. This truth should bring comfort
and inspire us to place our trust in His eternal kingdom rather than temporal
powers.

We also see the call to submit to God’s order, praying for leaders and living as
faithful witnesses no matter what earthly powers are in control.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Writing on the Wall: Lessons from Belshazzar’s Fall Page 31 of 45

Day 5: @ The Kingdom Divided
Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing God controls history affect your view of current
events?

2. What does it mean to trust God when political or social powers change?

3. How can you live faithfully as a citizen of God’s kingdom here on earth?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ The Writing on the Wall: Lessons from Belshazzar’s Fall Page 32 of 45

Day 5: @ The Kingdom Divided
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you saw God’s hand at work despite chaos around you.

2. List ways you can pray for leaders and your nation.

3. Reflect on your identity as a member of God’s eternal kingdom.
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Day 5: @ The Kingdom Divided

Prayer for Today

God of all nations, You hold the kingdoms in Your hand. Help me to trust Your
sovereignty amid the shifting powers of this world. Teach me to seek Your
kingdom first and to be a faithful witness wherever I live. Bless the leaders
and guide them to govern justly. In Jesus’name, Amen. @ =) J\,
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Day 6: J\, The Call to Humility
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Day 6: J\, The Call to Humility
Your Verse
Daniel 5:22-23 - 'But you, Belshazzar, did not humble yourself.."
Supporting Scriptures

 James 4:6 - God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
o Micah 6:8 - What does the Lord require? To walk humbly with God,
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Day 6: J\, The Call to Humility

Devotional: Choosing Humility Over Pride

At the heart of Scripture’s warning to Belshazzar is a call to humility:.
Belshazzar was reminded of his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling
experience. Where Nebuchadnezzar humbled himself and was restored,
Belshazzar ignored the lessons and continued in pride.

This contrast challenges us to embrace humility before God and others.
Humility opens the door to grace, restoration, and peace. Pride, however,
leads to destruction.

Practicing humility in our own lives means acknowledging our dependence
on God, confessing our faults, and honoring others. It transforms
relationships and aligns us with God’s heart.
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Day 6: J\, The Call to Humility

Reflect and Apply

1. In what areas do you struggle with pride versus humility?

2. How can remembering God’s faithfulness encourage you to humble
yourself?

3. What practical steps can you take to cultivate humility daily?
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Day 6: J\, The Call to Humility

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time humility led to growth or healing in your life.

2. Identify prideful attitudes you want to surrender to God.

3. Make a plan for how to respond humbly in challenging situations.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt The Writing on the Wall: Lessons from Belshazzar’s Fall Page 39 of 45

Day 6: J\, The Call to Humility

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me the beauty of humility. Where pride tempts me, help me
choose to bow before You. Give me a humble heart that seeks Your grace and
honors others. May I walk each day in the freedom and blessing that come
from Your grace. Amen. J\, ¥ &
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Day 7: %> Living with God’s Warning
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Day 7: %> Living with God’s Warning
Your Verse
Hebrews 12:5-6 - ‘My son, do not make light of the Lords discipline...’
Supporting Scriptures

 Proverbs 3:11-12 - The Lord disciplines those He loves.
e Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet.
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Day 7: %> Living with God’s Warning
Devotional: Heeding God’s Loving Discipline

The story of the writing on the wall ends with a solemn reminder to heed
God’s warnings. Discipline is not punishment but loving correction designed
to guide us back to the right path.

For believers, God’s Word acts as a lamp that illuminates our ways, warning
us when we veer off course. The story of Belshazzar encourages us not to
ignore God’s messages or harden our hearts but to respond in repentance.

As we conclude this study, consider how God is calling you to live with
awareness of His presence, open to correction, and committed to walking
humbly before Him every day.
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Day 7: %> Living with God’s Warning
Reflect and Apply

1. How do you respond to God’s discipline in your life?

Page 43 of 45

2. What can you do to better listen for God’s warnings?

3. How does God’s discipline reveal His love for you?
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Day 7: %> Living with God’s Warning
Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a time God’s discipline helped you grow.

2. Write down ways you can cultivate a heart sensitive to God’s correction.

3. Pray for openness and wisdom to follow God’s guidance.
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Day 7: %> Living with God’s Warning
Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your loving discipline. Help me to never ignore Your
correction but to receive it with a teachable heart. May Your Word light my
path and keep me from stumbling. Guide me in humility and faith, ready to
obey Your voice every day. In Jesus’name, Amen. ¥ [\
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