Tracing God's Promise
Through Jesus’ Genealogy

Explore God’s faithfulness through generations by
studying Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17,
revealing His fulfilled promises and divine lineage.
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Introduction

The genealogy of Jesus recorded in Matthew 1:1-17 offers more than a mere
list of names. It serves as an eloquent testimony to God's faithfulness, His
covenant-keeping nature, and the unfolding of His redemptive plan through
history. This genealogy traces the lineage from Abraham to David, then
through the exile, and down to Jesus, the Messiah. Exploring this lineage
reveals the promises of God across generations and the deliberate work of
God in history.

Far from a dry historical record, Matthew's genealogy bridges the Old and
New Testaments, connecting the promises given to Abraham about blessing
all nations and the royal line of David with their fulfillment in Christ. Each
name carries significance, some marked by obedience and faith, others by
failure and frailty — showcasing God's grace operating amid human
imperfection.

As we embark on this 7-day study, we will reflect on the meaning of lineage,
the fulfillment of divine promises, and the profound hope that comes from
recognizing Jesus as the culmination of God's plan. This genealogy invites us
to see ourselves as part of a larger story, woven into God’s faithful covenant
and plan for salvation.

Throughout the week, we'll discover how God's promises transcend time,
how human history is under divine sovereignty, and how Jesus, born into this
lineage, brings salvation to all who believe. May this study inspire deep trust
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in God’s faithfulness and encourage us to honor the heritage of our own faith
journey.
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Day 1: 1] Foundations of Faith: Abraham’s
Promise
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Day 1: 1] Foundations of Faith: Abraham’s Promise

Your Verse

Matthew 1:1 - "This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David,
the son of Abraham:”

Supporting Scriptures

e Genesis 12:2-3 - "I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you,...
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

e Romans 4:16 - "..the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace
and may be guaranteed to all Abraham?’s offspring.”
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Day 1: 1] Foundations of Faith: Abraham’s Promise

Devotional: God’s Covenant Promise to Abraham

Matthew 1:1 opens with the declaration connecting Jesus to two pivotal
figures in biblical history: David and Abraham. Abraham is known as the
father of faith, the recipient of God’s covenant promise that through his
descendants all nations would be blessed. This promise was not just for one
generation but extended as a blessing to all humanity, ultimately fulfilled in
Jesus.

As we consider Abraham’s role in the genealogy, we should remember that
God's promises often require patience and trust. Abraham himself waited
years before Isaac was born. Yet God’s promise was sure and unwavering.
Jesus’ place in this lineage is a direct fulfillment of that ancient promise,
demonstrating God’s faithfulness.

Reflect on where God has made promises to you or your family. How can
Abraham'’s example of faith inspire you to trust God's timing and plan?
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Day 1: 1] Foundations of Faith: Abraham’s Promise

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to you that Jesus is called the son of Abraham'?

2. How does the promise to Abraham shape our understanding of God’s
faithfulness?

3. In what ways do you see God's promises unfolding in your own life and
family?
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Day 1: 1] Foundations of Faith: Abraham’s Promise

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a promise from God that you have trusted in your life.

2. Reflect on the significance of being part of a faith lineage.

3. List ways God has shown faithfulness to you and your ancestors.
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Day 1: 1] Foundations of Faith: Abraham’s Promise

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your faithfulness demonstrated through Abraham’s
lineage. Help me to trust Your promises, even when I don’t see immediate
results. Teach me patience and steadfastness in my faith journey. May I
recognize that I too am part of Your great story, and may I live in a way that
honors Your covenant. Strengthen my faith to believe Your word, just as
Abraham did. In Jesus’ name, amen. J\ %> []
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Day 2: #£ Rooted in David: Royal Line and
Promise
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Day 2: 2 Rooted in David: Royal Line and Promise

Your Verse

Matthew 1:6 - ".and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of
Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,”

Supporting Scriptures

o 2Samuel 7:12-13 - "I will raise up your offspring to succeed you... He will

build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever.”

e Psalm 89:3-4 - "I will establish your line forever and make your throne
firm through all generations.”
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Day 2: 2 Rooted in David: Royal Line and Promise

Devotional: Jesus, the Eternal King from David’s Line

The genealogy highlights King David, a man after God's own heart, whose
lineage was crucial in God's redemptive plan. God promised David that his
kingdom and throne would be established forever through his descendants.
This royal promise was fulfilled ultimately in Jesus, known as the Son of
David, who reigns eternally.

Interestingly, Matthew includes the note about Solomon’s mother, Uriah’s
wife, alluding to difficult situations and imperfections in this lineage. This
reminds us that God’s plan works through imperfect people and broken
situations, showcasing His grace and sovereignty.

Jesus’ royal heritage grants Him the authority to reign over all creation, and
His reign is not limited to earthly kingdoms but extends eternally. As
believers, we are invited into His kingdom and reign.
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Day 2: #£ Rooted in David: Royal Line and Promise

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing Jesus as the 'Son of David' affect your understanding
of His authority?

2. What does God’s promise to David teach us about His plans despite
human flaws?

3. How does God’s grace operate even through imperfect people in your
own life?
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Day 2: #2 Rooted in David: Royal Line and Promise

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe what it means for Jesus to be a King in your life.

2. Write about a time when God worked blessings through imperfect
circumstances.

3. Reflect on how God’s promises provide hope regardless of family history.
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Day 2: 2 Rooted in David: Royal Line and Promise

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, I thank You for Your royal lineage from David and the eternal
kingdom You bring. Help me to trust in Your authority and reign over my life.
Teach me to embrace Your grace working through imperfection and to live in
the assurance of Your promises. May I recognize Your sovereignty and follow
You wholeheartedly. In Your mighty name, amen. {7 J)\ [(]
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Day 3: ¥J God’s Grace in Brokenness
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Day 3: €7 God’s Grace in Brokenness

Your Verse

Matthew 1:3-6 - "Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was
Tamar..”

Supporting Scriptures

e Genesis 38:6-30 - Story of Judah and Tamar's unexpected lineage

e Hebrews 11:12 - "..from one man, and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars.”
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Day 3: €7 God’s Grace in Brokenness

Devotional: God’s Grace Works Through Imperfect
Stories

The genealogy includes surprising names and stories, notably Tamar and
Rahab, women with complicated pasts. Tamar, who engaged in an unusual
and challenging situation with Judah, was an ancestor of Jesus, illustrating
how God's grace enters even broken and messy places.

By including such stories, Matthew shows that God’s plan often defies human
expectations and societal norms. God's faithfulness does not depend on
human perfection but on His mercy and purpose.

This tells us that God uses our stories, even those marked by difficulty, to
fulfill His promises. It offers hope that no one is beyond God's redemptive
reach.
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Day 3: €7 God’s Grace in Brokenness

Reflect and Apply

1. Why is it significant that Jesus’ genealogy includes imperfect people?

2. How does knowing God redeems broken stories affect your view of your
past?

3. In what areas of your life do you need to trust God’s grace anew?
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Day 3: €7 God’s Grace in Brokenness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a difficult experience that God has used to grow your faith.

2. Reflect on how grace has played a role in your family history:.

3. List ways you see God’s working in unexpected places in your life.
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Day 3: €7 God’s Grace in Brokenness

Prayer for Today

God of Grace, thank You that You redeem brokenness and use imperfect
people in Your divine plan. Help me to trust Your sovereignty over my story,
no matter how complicated or difficult it seems. Fill me with hope that Your
grace is sufficient and that nothing is impossible for You. May I rest in Your
merciful love. In Jesus’ name, amen. & J\, @
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Day 4: @ The Nations Included: God’s
Global Promise
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Day 4 @ The Nations Included: God’s Global Promise
Your Verse
Matthew 1:5 - "Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,”
Supporting Scriptures

e Joshua 2:1-21 - Rahab helps the Israelite spies

e Galatians 3:28 - "There is neither Jew nor Gentile... for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.”
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Day 4: @ The Nations Included: God’s Global Promise

Devotional: Jesus: Blessing All Nations Through
Rahab

Rahab, a Canaanite woman and former prostitute, is included in Jesus’
genealogy, signaling God’s intention to reach beyond the Jewish people to the
nations. Rahab’s faith and hospitality put her among God’s people, illustrating
that God’s promises are for all who believe, regardless of background.

This inclusion foreshadows the universal scope of Jesus’ mission to bring
salvation to both Jews and Gentiles. It emphasizes that God’s blessing to
Abraham—to bless all nations—is being realized in Christ.

We are reminded that lineage is not limited to ethnicity but expanded by faith,
and the Church today continues that call to include all people in God’s family.
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Day 4: @ The Nations Included: God’s Global Promise

Reflect and Apply

1. What does Rahab’s place in the genealogy say about God’s inclusivity?

2. How does God’s promise to bless all nations encourage your witness to
others?

3. In what ways can you embrace diversity within the family of God?
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Day 4: @ The Nations Included: God’s Global Promise

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about someone from a different background who has impacted
your faith.

2. Reflect on God’s call to bless and include all peoples.

3. List ways you can show God’s love to those outside your immediate
culture.
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Day 4: @ The Nations Included: God’s Global Promise

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, thank You for including all nations in Your redemptive plan
through Jesus. Help me to embrace Your heart for diversity and to be an
instrument of Your blessing to all people. Open my eyes to see those from
different backgrounds as fellow heirs of Your kingdom. May Your love compel
me to unity and courage in sharing the gospel. In Jesus’ name, amen. @ J\,

N 4

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]y]ﬂt Tracing God's Promise Through Jesus’ Genealogy Page 29 of 46

Day 5: 3{ Hope Through Exile and Return
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Day 5: §{ Hope Through Exile and Return

Your Verse

Matthew 1:12 - "After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of
Shealtiel”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 29:10 - "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will
come to you and tulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.”

o Ezral1- "The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to send a
proclamation... to restore the house of the Lord.”
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Day 5: ${ Hope Through Exile and Return

Devotional: God’s Faithfulness Through Exile and
Renewal

The genealogy pauses to declare the exile to Babylon, a time of great trial and
disruption for God’s people. Yet even in exile, God’s promises endure. The
mention of Jeconiah roots Jesus’ lineage firmly in the history of suffering and
return.

This reminds us that God is present in our darkest moments and that exile or
hardship is never the end of the story. Just as God restored His people, He
restores hope for us today.

Jesus’ birth after the exile symbolizes new beginnings, the fulfillment of old
promises in a renewed way, reminding believers to hold on to hope through
seasons of difficulty.
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Day 5: §{ Hope Through Exile and Return

Reflect and Apply

1. How does God’s faithfulness during exile encourage you in your
struggles?

2. In what ways has God brought renewal after hardship in your life?

3. What hope do you find in Jesus being born after a time of exile?
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Day 5: §{ Hope Through Exile and Return

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when God brought restoration after a difficult season.

2. Reflect on how God's promises sustain you in uncertain times.

3. Wrrite a prayer of hope for those experiencing hardship today.
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Day 5: §{ Hope Through Exile and Return

Prayer for Today

God of Restoration, in times of exile and trial, You remain faithful. Strengthen
my heart with the hope found in Your promises and in Jesus’ birth. Help me to
trust that no hardship is final and that You are working to bring new life from

brokenness. May I hold fast to Your encouraging presence today. In Christ's

name, amen. 3§ J\ ¥>
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Day 6: ¢ The Promise Fulfilled: Birth of the
Messiah

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com



https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Tracing God's Promise Through Jesus' Genealogy Page 36 of 46

Day 6: ) The Promise Fulfilled: Birth of the Messiah

Your Verse

Matthew 1:16 - "and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and
Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 9:6 - "For to us a child is born... and he will be called Wondertul
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

e Luke 1:31 - "You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call
him Jesus.”
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Day 6: ) The Promise Fulfilled: Birth of the Messiah

Devotional: Jesus, the Fulfillment of God’s Promise

The genealogy points finally to Jesus’ birth, marking the fulfillment of God’s
long-awaited promise. Jesus is not just a descendant but the Messiah—God’s
anointed Savior, sent to bring salvation to the world.

This moment is the apex of God’s plan, where centuries of anticipation
converge. The quiet genealogy builds to this powerful announcement: the
arrival of hope, grace, and redemption in human form.

Jesus embodies the faithfulness of God, the fulfillment of covenant promises,
and the assurance that God's kingdom has come near.
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Day 6: ) The Promise Fulfilled: Birth of the Messiah

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises impact your
faith?

2. What does the title 'Messiah’ mean to you personally?

3. How can you live in light of Jesus as the promised Savior?
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Day 6: ) The Promise Fulfilled: Birth of the Messiah

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what Jesus’ birth means for your personal faith journey:.

2. Reflect on the hope Jesus brings into your life.

3. List ways you can celebrate and share the good news of the Messiah.
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Day 6: ) The Promise Fulfilled: Birth of the Messiah

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for coming as the promised Messiah, fulfilling God’s
covenant and bringing salvation. Help me to embrace the hope and new life
You offer. May I live daily in the light of Your grace and truth, sharing Your
love with those around me. You are my Savior and King— to You be all glory.

Amen. B J\ )
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Day 7: 3% Our Place in God’s Story
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Day 7: $%& Our Place in God’s Story

Your Verse

Matthew 1:17 - "Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to

David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the
exile to the Messiah.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Peter2:9 - "You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood... that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.”

o Hebrews 12:1 - "..let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
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Day 7: $%& Our Place in God’s Story

Devotional: Joining God’s Unfolding Promise Today

The genealogy closes by underscoring the structured fulfillment of God’s
plan through 42 generations—a divine timeline culminating in Jesus. But this
story did not end there. We are invited to join God’s ongoing story by faith.

Like those who came before us, we have a place in God’s redemptive plan. The
lineage represents God’s covenant and His call for us to live as His people—
chosen, royal, and called to testify of His grace.

Reflect on your own spiritual heritage and how you contribute to the legacy of
faith. Each generation is a link in God’s unbroken chain of blessing and
promise, continuing through you.
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Day 7: $%& Our Place in God’s Story

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you view your role in God’s ongoing story of faith?

2. What legacy of faith would you like to leave for future generations?

3. How can you actively live as part of God's covenant community today?
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Day 7: $%& Our Place in God’s Story

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your place in the family of God and how that encourages you.

2. Reflect on ways you can pass faith to the next generation.

3. Describe your personal mission in God's unfolding story:.
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Day 7: $%& Our Place in God’s Story

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for including me in Your eternal story. Help me to
walk faithfully in the path You've set, contributing to the legacy of Your grace
and love. Empower me to live purposefully as part of Your people and to
inspire future generations with Your truth. May my life bring glory to Your
name and hope to the world. In Jesus’ precious name, amen. 3% J\,[]
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