Trusting God’s Justice
Amidst Wickedness

Explore Psalm 73 to understand God’s justice and
find hope when wickedness seems to prosper.
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Introduction

Psalm 73 is a profound reflection on the tension between the prosperity of the
wicked and the sufferings of the righteous. Many believers wrestle with
questions about why evil seems to thrive unchecked while the faithful endure
hardship. This study plan invites you to journey through Psalm 73 to uncover
God’s eternal justice and the peace that comes from trusting Him.

In every generation, there are moments when it feels like injustice rules the
day. The wicked appear to live without consequence, flaunting their success
and ignoring God. Yet, the psalmist Asaph candidly expresses his doubts,
struggles with envy, and confusion before arriving at a deep understanding of
God’s sovereign plan. Psalm 73 reveals how seeking God’s presence and
perspective transforms despair into hope.

Throughout this 7-day study, you will explore the nature of God’s justice
contrasted with human perspective. You will learn how to confront your
doubts honestly while finding refuge in God’s unshakable love. Importantly;,
you will see that the prosperity of the wicked is fleeting, whereas God’s care
for His people is eternal.

As you meditate on key verses and reflect on poignant devotional insights,
allow your heart to be encouraged and renewed. This plan will equip you to
walk faithfully in a world filled with injustice, confident that God will
ultimately right every wrong. You are invited to engage deeply—with
scripture, prayer, and personal reflection—as God guides you into His truth
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and peace. Let’s journey together to understand His justice and rest in His
goodness. J\
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Day 1: @ Wrestling with Envy and Doubt
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Day 1: &) Wrestling with Envy and Doubt

Your Verse

Psalm 73:1-3 NIV "Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 3:5 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding.”

e Job 1:21 "The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord.”
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Day 1: &) Wrestling with Envy and Doubt

Devotional: Honest Struggles with Faith and Envy

Psalm 73 opens with a heartfelt confession. The psalmist Asaph
acknowledges God’s goodness but admits his own near-failure. He envies the
prosperity of the wicked, whose ease and success seem unfair and baffling. It
is perfectly normal to wrestle with such feelings—we sometimes doubt God’s
justice when life appears upside down.

The key is honesty. Asaph doesn’t shy away from admitting his struggle.
Instead, he pours out his heart before God, a reminder that God welcomes our
doubts and questions. It is okay to be honest with God about what confuses or
hurts us.

What can we learn?Envy and doubt do not make us unfaithful, but refusing to
address them can cause us to stumble. Like Asaph, we must bring our honest
struggles to God, trusting Him even when we don’t have all the answers right
away.
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Day 1: &) Wrestling with Envy and Doubt

Reflect and Apply

1. What unchecked feelings of envy or doubt am I struggling with today?

2. How comfortable am I being honest with God about my struggles?

3. What steps can I take to anchor my faith despite confusing
circumstances?
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Day 1: &) Wrestling with Envy and Doubt

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a moment you envied someone else’s success.

2. Describe how you typically respond when you struggle with doubt.

3. Record your prayers asking God to help you trust Him fully.
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Day 1: &) Wrestling with Envy and Doubt

Prayer for Today

Lord, I come to You with an open heart, confessing my doubts and envy. Help
me to be honest with You and to trust Your goodness even when I don’t
understand my circumstances. Strengthen my faith so I won’t lose my
footing. Teach me to rest in Your unchanging love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\

%O
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Day 2: Q Observing the Proud and Wicked
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Day 2: Q Observing the Proud and Wicked

Your Verse

Psalm 73:4-9 NIV "They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and

strong. They are free from common human burdens; they are not plagued by
human ills.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 8:14 "There is something meaningless that happens on
earth... the righteous perish in their righteousness, and the wicked
prosper in their wickedness.”

o Jeremiah 12:1 "Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the
faithless live at ease?”
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Day 2: Q Observing the Proud and Wicked

Devotional: Seeing the Prosperity of the Wicked
Doesn't Mean God is Absent

Asaph’s observations paint the picture of the wicked living carefree, enjoying
good health, wealth, and influence. This stark reality can stir deep confusion
and discouragement in the believer’s heart. How can life seem so unfair when
the wicked prosper and the humble suffer?

This observation is honest and raw. The psalmist does not deny the reality
before his eyes, which is an important step toward understanding. We are
reminded in scripture that worldly success doesn’t always reflect spiritual
truth or eternal reward.

It’s important to remember: God’s justice is not always immediate or visible.
The psalmist’s honest reflection encourages us to hold space for our
questions, but also challenges us to look beyond surface appearances to God’s
ultimate plan.
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Day 2: Q Observing the Proud and Wicked

Reflect and Apply

1. Have I ever questioned God’s justice because of others’ prosperity?

2. What might I be missing about God’s work behind the scenes in difficult
times?

3. How can I maintain faith when appearances suggest otherwise?
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Day 2: Q Observing the Proud and Wicked

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time you noticed unfairness in life that troubled your faith.

2. Write about your reflections on temporary success versus eternal reward.

3. List ways you can remind yourself of God’s sovereignty daily.
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Day 2: Q Observing the Proud and Wicked

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to trust Your justice even when I see the wicked flourish.
Guard my heart against bitterness. Remind me that success on earth is not
the final story. Help me to look with eternal eyes and cling to Your promises.
In Jesus’ name, Amen. () O
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Day 3: @ Nearing a Spiritual Slip
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Day 3: @ Nearing a Spiritual Slip
Your Verse

Psalm 73:12-14 NIV "This is what the wicked are like—always free of care,
they go on amassing wealth.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:14-15 "Each person is tempted when they are dragged away by
their own evil desire and enticed.”

e Psalm 37-1-2 "Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious of
those who do wrong.”
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Day 3: @ Nearing a Spiritual Slip

Devotional: Recognizing the Danger of Losing
Footing

In these verses, Asaph admits how the prosperity of the wicked almost
caused him to stumble in his faith. His heart wrestled with envy and
confusion, threatening to derail his trust in God.

Such moments are dangerous for believers. When we focus too long on
worldly success, we risk losing perspective and faith. The temptation to envy
or despair can draw us away from God’s truth.

But Asaph’s example teaches us to be vigilant. We must recognize those
spiritual slips early and turn our gaze back to God. Awareness and prayer are
key to maintaining our foothold in faith despite surrounding temptations and
appearances.
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Day 3: @ Nearing a Spiritual Slip

Reflect and Apply

1. What temptations or distractions threaten my faith right now?

2. How can I build spiritual habits to stay steady in my walk with God?

3. What role does community and Scripture play in protecting my faith?
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Day 3: @ Nearing a Spiritual Slip

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a time you almost lost faith or were tempted to envy.

2. Write down practical steps you can take to guard your heart.

3. Describe how God has helped you regain footing in difficult seasons.
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Day 3: @ Nearing a Spiritual Slip

Prayer for Today

Lord, I ask for Your strength to hold firm and not stumble. Help me to
recognize when I am drifting into envy or doubt. Anchor my heart in You
through Your Word and prayer. Surround me with encouragement and keep
my eves fixed on Your justice. In Jesus’ name, Amen. © J\, []
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Day 4: & Entering God’s Presence
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Day 4: @ Entering God’s Presence

Your Verse

Psalm 73:16-17 NIV "When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply
till  entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 55:8-9 "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways,” declares the Lord.

o Habakkuk 2:4 "The righteous person will live by his faithfulness.”
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Day 4: @ Entering God’s Presence

Devotional: Finding Clarity in God’s Presence

The turning point in Psalm 73 comes when Asaph enters God’s sanctuary.
This act of worship and seeking God’s presence reveals truths that human
reasoning alone cannot grasp.

Our own understanding is limited. We often see injustice and question God’s
plan because we view things from a finite, earthly perspective. But when we
step into the presence of God—through prayer, worship, or Scripture—our
perspective is realigned.

Worship becomes a lens for understanding. It reminds us of God’s holiness,
sovereignty, and eternal justice. This shift brings peace and restores faith.
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Day 4: @ Entering God’s Presence

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do I turn to worship or prayer when confused about injustice?

2. In what ways does God shift my perspective when I seek Him earnestly?

3. What practices help me enter God’s presence more deeply?
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Day 4: @ Entering God’s Presence

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time worship helped you understand a difficult situation.

2. List ways you can cultivate a habit of seeking God’s presence daily.

3. Describe how your perspective on life changed after spending time with
God.
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Day 4: @ Entering God’s Presence

Prayer for Today

God, draw me into Your presence and open my eyes to Your ways. When I feel
confused or brokenhearted over injustice, remind me to seek You first. Teach
me to trust Your eternal plan and find peace in Your sanctuary. In Jesus’ name,

Amen. J\ 3% €
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Day 5: f£ Understanding the End of the
Wicked
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Day 5: #£ Understanding the End of the Wicked
Your Verse

Psalm 73:18-20 NIV "Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast
them down to ruin.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Revelation 20:12-15 "The dead were judged according to what they had
done as recorded in the books.”

e Proverbs 11:31 "If the righteous receive their due on earth, how much
more the wicked and the sinner!”
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Day 5: £ Understanding the End of the Wicked

Devotional: God’s Justice Prevails Ultimately

Asaph recognizes that the apparent prosperity of the wicked is temporary.
God will bring them to ruin and judgment. This truth speaks powerfully to
the heart discouraged by injustice.

God’s justice is sure and inevitable. While the wicked may seem secure now,
their end is certain. The psalmist’s confidence comes from God’s character as
a righteous judge who will make all things right in due time.

This brings hope: God is not oblivious or powerless. Justice may be delayed
but never denied. We are invited to rest in that promise, even when conditions
seem unfair.
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Day 5: #£ Understanding the End of the Wicked

Reflect and Apply

1. What does God’s promise of judgment on the wicked mean for my daily
life?

2. How can hope in God’s justice shape my response to current injustices?

3.In what areas do I need to release my desire for immediate justice to God?
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Day 5: #£ Understanding the End of the Wicked

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how God’s judgment on evil influences your view of the
world.

2. Record your hopes for justice and God’s kingdom coming fully.

3. Reflect on how you can practice patience trusting God’s timing.
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Day 5: #£ Understanding the End of the Wicked

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your perfect justice and righteous judgment. Help me to
trust Your timing, even when I don’t see immediate fairness. Give me patience
and hope that You will ultimately set all things right. Strengthen my faith to
endure with confidence in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 88 J\ -
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Day 6: 9 God Holds My Hand
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Day 6: €9 God Holds My Hand

Your Verse

Psalm 73:23-24 NIV "Yet [ am always with you; you hold me by my right
hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into
glory.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 41:13 "l am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand
and says to you, Do not fear.”

e John 10:27-28 "My sheep listen to my voice... they shall never perish.”
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Day 6: 99 God Holds My Hand

Devotional: God’s Faithful Guidance and Presence

Despite his earlier struggles, Asaph finds reassurance in God’s faithful
presence. God holds him by the right hand—a symbol of power, protection,
and guidance.

We are never alone in our journey. God walks closely with us, offering counsel
and leading us toward ultimate glory. His presence is a steady anchor amidst
life’s storms and injustices.

This promises us comfort and courage. When the world feels unfair, we can

trust the One who never lets go, who guides us through trials toward eternal
life.
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Day 6: 99 God Holds My Hand

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced God’s presence in difficult times?

2. What does God’s guidance look like in your life practically?

3. How can this promise encourage you in your current struggles?
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Day 6: €9 God Holds My Hand

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when you felt God holding your hand.

2. Describe how God'’s guidance has influenced your choices.

3. Reflect on ways you can remain aware of His presence daily.
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Day 6: 99 God Holds My Hand

Prayer for Today

Dear Lord, thank You for holding my hand and never letting go. Help me to
trust Your guidance and lean on Your counsel. Give me courage to face
challenges knowing You are with me. Lead me toward the hope of eternal
glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen. & @ %
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Day 7: £ Renewed Trust and Hope
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Day 7: £ Renewed Trust and Hope

Your Verse

Psalm 73:25-28 NIV "Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing
I desire besides you.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 16:11 "You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with
joy in your presence.”

e Romans 8:38-39 "Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Day 7: £ Renewed Trust and Hope

Devotional: Finding True Delight in God Alone

In the final verses of Psalm 73, Asaph proclaims his renewed devotion.
Though he once was troubled by injustice, he now delights fully in God.
Heaven and earth cannot offer greater joy than intimacy with God Himself.

This is the ultimate truth: True satisfaction comes not from wealth or status
but from a close relationship with God. His love transcends all earthly
circumstances.

Our challenge is to keep this perspective. Regardless of what happens around
us, God alone is our rock and refuge. Choosing to delight in Him brings peace
that perseveres.
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Day 7: £ Renewed Trust and Hope

Reflect and Apply

1. How does delighting in God change the way I view trials and injustice?

2. What practices help me keep God as my highest desire?

3. How can I share this hope with others struggling with doubts?
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Day 7: £ Renewed Trust and Hope

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer expressing your desire for God above all else.

2. List ways you experience joy in God's presence.

3. Reflect on how this study has affected your understanding of justice.
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Day 7: £ Renewed Trust and Hope

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, I choose You above all else. Fill my heart with joy in Your
presence and teach me to delight in You daily. Help me trust in Your justice
and rest in Your unfailing love. May my life reflect Your hope and peace. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. (2 @ (i)
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