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Paul and the Riot in
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Explore how Paul’s bold truth challenged idol
worship, stirred cultural upheaval, and transformed
minds and hearts in Ephesus.
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Introduction

The book of Acts captures powerful moments of God’s Spirit moving through
history, and few are as striking as the riot in Ephesus sparked by the Apostle
Paul. This 21-day study invites you to journey alongside Paul as he
encounters a culture deeply entrenched in idol worship and worldly values.
Watch how God’s truth in Paul’s message doesn’t merely inform the people—
it disrupts their beliefs and customs, shaking the foundation of their way of
life.

In the bustling city of Ephesus, the temple of Artemis stood as a symbol of
cultural pride and religious devotion. The artisan guilds that crafted idols
thrived economically because of it. But when Paul preached about Jesus, the
true living God, souls were transformed—and a riot broke out. What can we
learn from this tension between enduring truth and cultural resistance in our
own times?

This study will help you understand the challenges of standing for the gospel
in a world that values idols of many kinds—whether material, ideological, or
spiritual. As you read the Scriptures and ponder insightful devotionals each
day; reflect on how the Holy Spirit moves to reveal falsehood, provoke
repentance, and renew comimunities.

Throughout the next three weeks, we’ll dive deep into Paul’s mission in
Ephesus, examining passages describing his preaching, miracles,
confrontations, and the resulting cultural upheaval. You'll be encouraged to
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consider how God'’s truth might be disrupting your own cultural idols or
reshaping your perspective. This journey will challenge you, inspire you, and
invite you to live out faith that boldly transforms societies, just like it did in
Ephesus.

Prepare your heart to explore the tension and power of divine truth against
human strongholds. May this study be a catalyst for renewed passion and
courage to witness in every arena you influence.
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Day 1: [[] Introducing Paul’s Mission in
Ephesus
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Day 1: [[] Introducing Paul’s Mission in Ephesus

Your Verse

Acts 19:8 - "Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three
months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Acts 18:19-21 - "Paul passed through Ephesus and reasoned with the
Jews in the synagogue, leaving for Syria after some time.”

o Acts 20:31 - "Watch out for yourselves and for all the flock ... because
savage wolves will come in among you.”
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Day 1: [[] Introducing Paul’s Mission in Ephesus

Devotional: Beginning Boldly: Paul’s Courageous
Witness

Paul’s arrival in Ephesus marks the beginning of a bold ministry in a city
famed for its pagan worship. For three months, he preached in the synagogue
with unwavering conviction about God’s kingdom. His message challenged
long-held beliefs, creating tension but also planting seeds of transformation.

Consider the courage it takes to speak truths in settings resistant to change.
Paul did not shy away from confrontation but relied on the Spirit’s power to
guide him. His ministry shows us how declaring God’s kingdom can initiate a
ripple effect that disrupts the status quo.

As we begin, reflect on your own readiness to proclaim bold truths. How does
your environment shape or challenge your witness? Like Paul, we are called
to be both wise and faithful in sharing the gospel.
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Day 1: [[] Introducing Paul’s Mission in Ephesus

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears or hesitations do you face when sharing your faith boldly?

2. How can understanding Paul’s approach encourage or challenge you to
engage your community?

3. In what ways does God’s kingdom challenge cultural norms today?
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Day 1: [[] Introducing Paul’s Mission in Ephesus

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you felt called to speak a difficult truth. What was the
outcome?

2. List cultural 'idols’ or beliefs that impact your community today:.

3. Pray for greater boldness to share the gospel where you live and work.
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Day 1: [[] Introducing Paul’s Mission in Ephesus

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for the example of Paul’s boldness in proclaiming Your
kingdom. Help me to trust Your Spirit as I speak truth lovingly and
courageously. Guard my heart against fear and hesitation, and empower me
to impact my community for Your glory. May my words sow seeds of
transformation just as Paul’s did in Ephesus. In Jesus’ name, amen. J\ { €3
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Day 2: & Confronting False Beliefs
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Day 2: & Confronting False Beliefs

Your Verse

Acts 19:9 - "Paul took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the
lecture hall of Tyrannus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 10:4 - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of
the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds.”

 Ephesians 6:12 - "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, authorities, and powers of this dark world.”
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Day 2: & Confronting False Beliefs

Devotional: Breaking Strongholds with Persistent
Truth

After initial preaching in the synagogue met resistance, Paul shifted his
teaching to a more extended format in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. He
engaged daily with disciples, patiently addressing false beliefs and nurturing

faith.

False belief systems often stand like fortified cities, resistant to change. Paul’s
persistent presence in the lecture hall demonstrates the need for consistent
teaching and the Spirit’s power to demolish spiritual strongholds. While
culture may defend its idols, the gospel challenges and transforms from
within.

Reflect on the spiritual strongholds in your life or community. Are there
beliefs or attitudes that need patient dismantling through God's truth? Paul’s
example encourages perseverance in sharing God’s Word even when faced
with opposition.
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Day 2: & Confronting False Beliefs

Reflect and Apply

1. What are some 'strongholds’ or false beliefs in your personal life or
community?

2. How can persistent, loving dialogue help dismantle these barriers?

3. What spiritual weapons do you have to confront cultural or personal
idols?
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Day 2: & Confronting False Beliefs

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify one false belief you struggle with and journal prayers for
freedom.

2. Describe ways you can engage in consistent spiritual conversations this
week.

3. Write about a time God’s truth gradually changed a viewpoint in your life.
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Day 2: & Confronting False Beliefs

Prayer for Today

Father, I ask for Your strength to confront false beliefs with patience and love.
Equip me with Your divine weapons to tear down strongholds and open
hearts to Your truth. Help me to persist in sharing Your Word even when met
with resistance. May Your Spirit guide every conversation and bring
transformation. In Jesus’ name, amen. (&[] &>
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Day 3: () The Power of the Holy Spirit
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Day 3: () The Power of the Holy Spirit

Your Verse

Acts 19:11 - "God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even

handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and
their illnesses were cured.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 14:26 - "But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all things.”

e Romans 15:13 - "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him.”
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Day 3: () The Power of the Holy Spirit

Devotional: Empowered by the Spirit to Transform

The miraculous healings through Paul highlight the Holy Spirit’s powerful
presence actively at work during his ministry. These signs were not just
displays of power but testimonies that confirmed the gospel’s truth.

The Spirit equips believers to preach, heal, and minister beyond human
ability. In cultural settings dominated by false idols, the Spirit’s power
authenticates God’s kingdom and invites transformation.

Consider how God’s Spirit works in your life. Do you rely on His guidance and
power daily? Miracles may not always be dramatic, but God’s presence
empowers faithfulness and overcomes spiritual obstacles.
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Day 3: () The Power of the Holy Spirit

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit’s power in your faith journey?

2. What role does the Spirit play in overcoming cultural or personal idols?

3. In what areas do you need greater openness to God’s empowering
presence?
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Day 3: () The Power of the Holy Spirit

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a moment when you saw God’s power working through you or
others.

2. Pray for fresh filling of the Holy Spirit and journal your desires for
growth.

3. Write about how you can depend more fully on the Spirit in challenging
times.
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Day 3: () The Power of the Holy Spirit

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, I invite You to fill me anew today. Empower me to live boldly for
Christ and to exhibit Your love through my words and actions. Help me to rely
on Your strength rather than my own, that I might be a vessel of Your
transforming power in my community. Guide me into all truth and peace.

Amen. & J\
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Day 4: /\ Opposition from Idol Worshippers
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Day 4: /\ Opposition from Idol Worshippers

Your Verse

Acts 19:23 - About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 15:18 - "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”

2 Timothy 3:12 - "In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted.”
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Day 4: /\ Opposition from Idol Worshippers

Devotional: Facing Resistance for God’s Truth

As Paul’'s ministry flourished, opposition intensified. The craftsmen who
made idols feared for their livelihood, and a riot erupted, signaling the clash
between God’s kingdom and cultural idolatry.

Standing for truth often provokes conflict. Jesus warned His followers of this
reality. Yet, opposition can reveal the strength of our faith and the necessity of
the gospel’s impact.

How do you respond to opposition? Fear, retreat, or steadfastness? Paul’s
example encourages perseverance, trusting that God’s truth is worth every
challenge.
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Day 4: /\ Opposition from Idol Worshippers

Reflect and Apply

1. What opposition or criticism do you face for your faith?

2. How can persecution strengthen rather than weaken your witness?

3. What strategies can help you stand firm under pressure?
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Day 4: /\ Opposition from Idol Worshippers

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time your faith was challenged openly. How did you
respond?

2. List practical ways to prepare yourself spiritually for opposition.

3. Pray for courage and journal what God reveals about perseverance.
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Day 4: /\ Opposition from Idol Worshippers

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, help me to stand firm when faced with opposition. Strengthen my
heart and mind to trust You above all, even when the world resists Your truth.
May I reflect Your love and courage in every challenge, knowing You
overcome all. Fill me with peace that surpasses understanding. Amen. €
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Day 5: fat The Cultural Power of Artemis’
Temple
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Day 5: 5t The Cultural Power of Artemis’ Temple

Your Verse

Acts 19:27 - "You see and hear how this Paul has convinced and led astray
large numbers of people here in Ephesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 10:20 - "The sacritices of pagans are offered to demons, not
to God.”

e Psalm 1154 - "But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands.”
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Day 5: 5t The Cultural Power of Artemis’ Temple

Devotional: When Truth Threatens Cultural Identity

The riot was sparked by those who felt Paul threatened their cultural identity
tied to the temple of Artemis. For them, the idol was more than a god; it was a
source of economic and social power.

This reminds us how culture and religious systems often intertwine, making
the gospel’s challenge not just spiritual but societal and economic. Cultural
idols resist because they offer identity and security.

Reflect on the idols you see upheld by your environment. What fears or
comforts do they promise? Paul’'s example pushes us to confront these
without compromise, pointing to the true God who frees from all bondage.
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Day 5: 5t The Cultural Power of Artemis’ Temple

Reflect and Apply

1. What cultural ‘idols—beliefs, practices, or priorities—hold people captive
today?

2. How can faith communities lovingly challenge these without alienating
others?

3. In what ways has God freed you from cultural or material idols?
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Day 5: 5t The Cultural Power of Artemis’ Temple

Journaling Prompts

1. Identify an idol in your culture or community and reflect on its impact.

2. Journal about your personal journey in letting go of idols.

3. Pray for your community’s openness to the redeeming power of Christ.
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Day 5: 5t The Cultural Power of Artemis’ Temple

Prayer for Today

God of truth, expose the idols that threaten to dominate my heart and culture.
Help me to cling to You as my true identity and security. Give me courage to
stand against cultural pressures and to invite others into freedom found only
in Jesus. Transform our communities by Your power. Amen. 5at { €2
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Day 6: J\, Repentance and Renewal
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Day 6: J\, Repentance and Renewal

Your Verse

Acts 19:18-19 - "Many who believed now came and openly confessed what

they had done. A number who had practised sorcery brought their scrolls and
burned them publicly.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1John 1:9 - "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins.”

e Luke 15:7 - "There will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who
repents.”
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Day 6: J\, Repentance and Renewal

Devotional; Confession That Leads to New Life

The repentance in Ephesus was dramatic and public. New believers
renounced their past practices, demonstrating sincere transformation. True
repentance disrupts old habits and ushers in renewal.

This act of burning scrolls symbolizes the power of the gospel to not merely
forgive but profoundly change lives and cultures.

Reflect on your own need for repentance. Are there hidden idols or practices
God wants you to surrender? Renewal is a continuous journey marked by
surrender and faith.
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Day 6: J\, Repentance and Renewal

Reflect and Apply

1. What areas in your life need repentance and renewal?

2. How does public or communal confession support transformation?

3. What fears or obstacles make repentance difficult for you?
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Day 6: J\, Repentance and Renewal

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal confession acknowledging areas of spiritual struggle.

2. Journal about the freedom experienced when surrendering idols to God.

3. Pray for a spirit of repentance and renewal in your heart and community.
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Day 6: J\, Repentance and Renewal

Prayer for Today

Merciful Father, I confess my sins and ask for Your forgiveness. Cleanse my
heart from hidden idols and renew my spirit. Help me to walk in freedom and
to live authentically for You. May my life be a testimony of Your saving grace
and transforming power. Amen. { €] ¢
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Day 7: %> Transformation Through the
Gospel
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Day 7: %> Transformation Through the Gospel

Your Verse

Acts 19:20 - "In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in
power.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Romans 12:2 - "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

e 2 Corinthians 5:17 - "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation
has come.”
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Day 7: %> Transformation Through the Gospel

Devotional: Allowing God’s Word to Renew Your Life

The gospel’s power in Ephesus was undeniable, growing daily as lives and
culture were changed. Transformation is the goal of God’s word—not just
intellectual assent but a complete renewal of mind, heart, and lifestyle.

Paul’s ministry underscores that truth disrupts systems but also brings new
life and hope.

Consider how God is transforming you through His word. Are you allowing
the renewing of your mind to shape your choices and community impact?
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Day 7: %> Transformation Through the Gospel

Reflect and Apply

1. In what areas do you sense God is renewing your mind and heart?

2. How does transformation affect your relationships and cultural
involvement?

3. What steps will you take to grow deeper in God’s word this week?
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Day 7: %> Transformation Through the Gospel

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe changes you have seen in your life through God’s word.
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2. Journal about habits or thoughts you want transformed.

3. Pray for continued renewal by the Holy Spirit.
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Day 7: %> Transformation Through the Gospel

Prayer for Today

Lord, may Your word take root deeply in me and bring true transformation.
Renew my mind, heart, and actions so I reflect Your kingdom in every part of
my life. Let Your power grow through me to influence others for Your glory.

Amen. ¥ [1%>
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Day 8: ®7 Living by Spirit, Not by Idols
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Day 8: €7 Living by Spirit, Not by Idols
Your Verse

Galatians 5:16 - "Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 8:5 - "Those who live according to the Spirit have their minds
set on what the Spirit desires.”

e Colossians 3:2 - "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”
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Day 8: €7 Living by Spirit, Not by Idols
Devotional: Choosing Spirit-led Freedom Over Idols

Idols appeal to the desires of flesh and mind. Paul's message encourages
believers to fix their gaze on the Spirit, who empowers victory over sinful
cravings and cultural idols.

Walking by the Spirit is a daily choice to reject worldly desires and align with
God’s purposes. This path leads to true freedom and transformation that
influences others.

Pray for sensitivity to the Spirit’s leading and courage to forsake idols in all
their forms.
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Day 8: €7 Living by Spirit, Not by Idols
Reflect and Apply

1. What desires or habits do you struggle to surrender to God’s Spirit?

2. How can you cultivate a lifestyle that follows Spirit-led guidance?

3. What are practical ways to focus your mind on heavenly things daily?
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Day 8: €7 Living by Spirit, Not by Idols
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about moments when you sensed the Spirit’s guidance vividly.

2. Identify spiritual disciplines that help you walk by the Spirit.

3. Pray for help in surrendering specific idols and journal your prayers.
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Day 8: €7 Living by Spirit, Not by Idols
Prayer for Today

Spirit of God, guide me to walk daily in Your ways. Help me reject worldly
desires and set my mind on Your kingdom. Empower me to live freely and
influence those around me with Your love and truth. Amen. €3 & J\
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Day 9: @ The Gospel’s Impact on Culture
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Day 9: @ The Gospel’s Impact on Culture

Your Verse

Acts 17:6-7 - "These who have turned the world upside down have come here
too.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 5:13 - "You are the salt of the earth.”

e 1Peter2:9 - "You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.”
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Day 9: @ The Gospel’s Impact on Culture

Devotional: Shaping Culture Through Kingdom
Living
Paul’s ministry was revolutionary; believers didn’t just change spiritually—

they changed their entire cultural environment. Their faith upset social
norms and introduced values rooted in God’s kingdom.

As followers of Christ today, we are called to impact our cultures, acting as salt
and light. This influence often disrupts worldly patterns but plants seeds of
lasting renewal.

Reflect on your cultural influence. Are you living as an agent of gospel
transformation in your family, workplace, or community?
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Day 9: @ The Gospel’s Impact on Culture

Reflect and Apply

1. How is your faith influencing the culture around you?

2. What challenges do you face when standing against cultural norms?

3. What cultural shifts do you hope to see through God’s work?
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Day 9: @ The Gospel’s Impact on Culture

Journaling Prompts

1. List ways you can be salt and light in your community this week.

2. Journal about cultural values you want to challenge or change.

3. Pray for boldness and wisdom to impact your environment.
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Day 9: @ The Gospel’s Impact on Culture

Prayer for Today

Lord, make me an instrument of Your kingdom culture. Help me to live in a
way that brings Your truth and love into every sphere I touch. Use me to
disrupt harmful idols and restore Your righteousness. Empower and protect
me in this mission. Amen. @ 3 &
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Day 10: ¢/ Purity in the Midst of Idolatry
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Day 10: ¢ Purity in the Midst of Idolatry

Your Verse

Titus 2:12 - "It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 4:7 - "Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.”

e Psalm 119:9 - "How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By
living according to your word.”
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Day 10: ¢ Purity in the Midst of Idolatry

Devotional: Choosing Holiness Over Cultural Passions

Living a pure and holy life in a culture filled with idols is challenging. Paul’s
ministry highlights the necessity of saying ‘No’ to worldly passions, choosing
God’s way instead.

Purity is not merely external but involves a heart committed to obeying God’s
Word. This commitment affects culture by demonstrating a different way of
life.

Evaluate your life for areas needing purification. Ask the Holy Spirit to
cultivate holiness that stands distinct from cultural idolatry.
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Day 10: ¢ Purity in the Midst of Idolatry

Reflect and Apply

1. What worldly passions tempt you away from God’s path?
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2. How does Scripture help you pursue purity in daily life?

3. What steps can you take to resist idolatry more effectively?
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Day 10: ¢ Purity in the Midst of Idolatry

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about challenges you face in pursuing purity.
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2. Journal prayers asking for strength to resist temptation.

3. List habits that cultivate holiness and discipline.
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Day 10: ¢ Purity in the Midst of Idolatry

Prayer for Today

Holy God, empower me to live a life pleasing to You. Teach me to say ‘No’ to
ungodliness and worldly desires that distract me. Fill my heart with Your
Word and Spirit so  may stand pure and true in a culture of idols. Amen.

Ay
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Day 11: £ Community and Accountability
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Day 11: & Community and Accountability

Your Verse

Hebrews 10:24-25 - "Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Proverbs 27:17 - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”

e Galatians 6:2 - "Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.”
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Day 11: & Community and Accountability

Devotional: Strengthening Faith Through Christ-
Centered Community

The believers in Ephesus did not stand alone. Community played a vital role
in sustaining faith and confronting idols together. Accountability and
encouragement strengthen faith journeys.

Paul’s letters and Acts emphasize the importance of fellowship. Encouraging
one another prevents isolation and fosters growth.

Examine your relationships. Are there people who help keep your faith strong
and challenge you lovingly? Seek or cultivate such connections.
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Day 11: & Community and Accountability

Reflect and Apply

1. Who are your spiritual supporters and accountability partners?

2. How do you encourage others in their faith journey?

3. What can you do to build a stronger community of believers?
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Day 11: & Community and Accountability

Journaling Prompts

1. List people who encourage your spiritual growth and how they do so.

2. Journal ways you can better support your faith community.

3. Pray for deeper, meaningful connections in your church or group.
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Day 11: & Community and Accountability

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the gift of community. Help me to engage fully in
relationships that encourage and challenge me to grow. Use me to build
others up in love and faith. Protect our unity and focus on You as we face
cultural pressures together. Amen. <O [_] Q)
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Day 12: Q Discernment Amidst Cultural
Pressures
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Day 12: Q Discernment Amidst Cultural Pressures

Your Verse

1john 4:1 - "Test the spirits to see whether they are from God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.”

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.”
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Day 12: Q Discernment Amidst Cultural Pressures

Devotional: Seeking God’s Wisdom to Discern Truth

Cultural pressures often blur the line between truth and error. Paul’s ministry
required discernment to navigate conflicts and maintain gospel integrity.

We are called to test teachings and influence against God’s Word, asking the
Holy Spirit for wisdom.

Reflect on the influences in your life. Are there subtle cultural messages that
conflict with Scripture? Pray for discernment to recognize and reject

falsehood.
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Day 12: Q Discernment Amidst Cultural Pressures

Reflect and Apply

1. Are there cultural messages you find difficult to evaluate biblically?

2. How do you seek God’s wisdom daily?

3. What practices help you grow in discernment?
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Day 12: Q Discernment Amidst Cultural Pressures

Journaling Prompts

1. Journal about a time God revealed truth in a confusing situation.

2. Wrrite prayers asking for discernment and wisdom.

3. List steps to improve your Bible study and spiritual insight.
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Day 12: Q Discernment Amidst Cultural Pressures

Prayer for Today

Lord, grant me the wisdom and discernment to recognize Your truth. Help
me to test all teachings and cultural influences by Your Word and Spirit. Guide
my decisions so I may stand firm in faith and live according to Your will.

Amen. Q [
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Day 13: % Growth Through Trials

/8 Bible Journaling Made Easy.
/4 HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Truth That Transforms: Paul and the Riot in Ephesus Page 79 of 131

Day 13: 7 Growth Through Trials
Your Verse
James 1:2-3 - "Consider it pure joy ... whenever you face trials of many kinds.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Peter 1:6 - "Though now for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials.”

e Romans 5:3-4 - "Suffering produces perseverance; perseverarce,
character; and character, hope.”
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Day 13: 7 Growth Through Trials

Devotional: Joy and Endurance in Difficult Times

The opposition Paul faced was not a setback but part of God’s refining
process. Trials produce growth, shaping character and hope.

When cultural pressures resist truth, perseverance strengthens faith and
witness.

Trust that God uses challenges to build endurance and maturity. Rather than
discouragement, allow trials to deepen your dependence on Him.
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Day 13: 7 Growth Through Trials

Reflect and Apply

1. How have past trials strengthened your faith?

2. Do you view difficulties as opportunities for growth?

3. What encouragement can you give to others facing opposition?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Truth That Transforms: Paul and the Riot in Ephesus Page 82 of 131

Day 13: 7 Growth Through Trials

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a difficult season and how God worked through it.

2. Write encouragement notes you could share with a struggling believer.

3. Pray for joy and strength amid current challenges.
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Day 13: 7 Growth Through Trials

Prayer for Today

God of all comfort, help me to find joy in trials. Strengthen my perseverance
and mold my character by Your grace. May hope overflow even in difficulty;,
and may my faith inspire others. Thank You for never leaving me alone.

Amen. ¥ [l &
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Day 14: © Standing Firm in Faith
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Day 14: € Standing Firm in Faith
Your Verse

Ephesians 6:13 - "Put on the full armor of God ... so that you can stand your
ground.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 16:13 - "Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be
courageous; be strong.”

o Psalm 18:2 - "The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer.”
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Day 14: € Standing Firm in Faith

Devotional: Equipped to Withstand Spiritual Battles

Paul’s perseverance reflected putting on God’s armor, standing unshaken by
cultural hostility. Spiritual warfare requires intention and divine reliance.

The armor of God includes truth, righteousness, faith, and the Spirit’s sword.
With these, believers stand firm amid any assault.

Pray to equip yourself daily to withstand pressures and remain faithful
witnesses.
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Day 14: € Standing Firm in Faith
Reflect and Apply

1. What parts of God’s armor do you feel strong in? Which need
strengthening?
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2. How do you prepare yourself spiritually for opposition?

3. What does standing firm in faith look like in your daily life?
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Day 14: € Standing Firm in Faith
Journaling Prompts

1. Assess your spiritual armor and journal improvement plans.

2. Write a prayer committing to daily preparation and vigilance.

3. Recall a situation where standing firm led to blessing.
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Day 14: € Standing Firm in Faith

Prayer for Today

Father, clothe me in Your full armor today. Help me to stand firm against
every attack, relying on Your strength and truth. Teach me to wield faith and
the Spirit’s sword boldly so I may honor You regardless of circumstances.

Amen. © 34 J\
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Day 15: (=) Witnessing Through Bold Speech
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Day 15: (-] Witnessing Through Bold Speech

Your Verse

Acts 4:29 - "Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders
through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always tull of grace.”

« Hebrews 13:15 - "Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God
a sacrifice of praise.”
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Day 15: (-] Witnessing Through Bold Speech

Devotional: Speaking Truth with Love and Courage

Paul’s bold preaching, even amidst opposition, inspired many to faith. His
speech was full of grace and power, pointing people to Jesus.

Our witness is not just in what we say but how we say it—with love, respect,
and unshakable faith.

Ask God to give you words and confidence to witness effectively in your
context. Boldness doesn’t negate gentleness.
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Day 15: (-] Witnessing Through Bold Speech

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you balance boldness and grace when sharing your faith?

2. What fears hold you back from witnessing more openly?

3. How can prayer prepare you for gospel conversations?
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Day 15: (-] Witnessing Through Bold Speech

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time prayer helped you witness effectively.

2. List phrases or truths you want to share with others.

3. Pray for courage and speak a personal confession of faith.
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Day 15: (-] Witnessing Through Bold Speech

Prayer for Today

Jesus, fill my words with Your grace and boldness. Help me to witness
effectively, shining Your light in dark places. Remove fear and give wisdom in
every conversation. May Your name be glorified through my speech. Amen.

SR AN
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Day 16: f} Illuminating Darkness with Truth
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Day 16: {}, Illuminating Darkness with Truth

Your Verse

John 1:5 - "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcomeit.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 271 - "The LORD is my light and my salvation.”
e Isaiah 9:2 - "The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”
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Day 16: f}, Illuminating Darkness with Truth

Devotional: Bringing God’s Light to Dark Places

The gospel brought light to the darkness of idolatry in Ephesus. Light dispels
confusion, fear, and deception.

As followers of Christ, we carry this light into every dark corner, confronting
lies and cultural falsehoods with God’s truth.

Reflect on areas of darkness in your environment. Pray for opportunities and
courage to shine Christ’s light.
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Day 16: f}, Illuminating Darkness with Truth

Reflect and Apply

1. What darkness in your life or community needs God's light?

2. How can you be more intentional about shining truth in those areas?

3. What reassurance does God’s light bring amid opposition?
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Day 16: f}, Illuminating Darkness with Truth

Journaling Prompts

1. List specific ‘darkness’ areas where you want to pray God's light.

2. Journal a prayer asking for boldness to illuminate those places.

3. Write about how God’s light has guided you through hardship.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Truth That Transforms: Paul and the Riot in Ephesus Page 101 of 131

Day 16: f}, Illuminating Darkness with Truth

Prayer for Today

Lord, shine Your light through me into dark places. Use me to illuminate lies
and bring hope where there is despair. Help me to trust that darkness cannot
overcome Your truth. Lead me into opportunities to be a beacon for You.

Amen. f} ¥> J\
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Day 17: € Compassion Amid Controversy
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Day 17: @ Compassion Amid Controversy

Your Verse

Colossians 3:12 - "Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.”

Supporting Scriptures

 Ephesians 4:2 - "Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”

o Matthew 5:44 - "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute

/4

you.
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Day 17: @ Compassion Amid Controversy

Devotional: Responding to Opposition with Christlike
Love

Paul’s ministry faced fierce opposition, yet he often responded with
compassion rather than retaliation. Christ’s followers are called to embody
love even amid conflict.

Compassion opens doors for gospel impact where hostility might otherwise
close them.

Examine your heart toward those who oppose or misunderstand you. Are you
reflecting God’s compassionate love?
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Day 17: @ Compassion Amid Controversy

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you react when faced with hostility or rejection?

2. What steps can foster a more compassionate response?

3. How does compassion advance God’s kingdom in difficult relationships?
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Day 17: @ Compassion Amid Controversy

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about someone you are struggling to love or forgive.

2. Journal prayers asking God for a heart of compassion toward them.

3. Reflect on ways you can show kindness despite conflict.
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Day 17: @ Compassion Amid Controversy

Prayer for Today

Jesus, fill my heart with Your compassion. Teach me to respond to opposition
with kindness and patience, reflecting Your love to all, even enemies. Help me
to be a peacemaker and witness of grace in every situation. Amen. § J\, 7
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Day 18: #£ Sustaining Faith Through
Community
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Day 18: #£ Sustaining Faith Through Community

Your Verse

Acts 2:42 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:10 - "Be devoted to one another in love.”
o Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - "T'wo are better than one...”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjnt Truth That Transforms: Paul and the Riot in Ephesus Page 110 of 131

Day 18: #£ Sustaining Faith Through Community

Devotional: The Power of Fellowship for Spiritual
Growth

Believers in Ephesus gathered to learn, pray, and encourage one another,
sustaining faith through the storms.

Regular fellowship strengthens believers spiritually and emotionally. Mutual
support fosters resilience and growth.

Invest time in community to flourish as a disciple and witness.
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Day 18: #£ Sustaining Faith Through Community

Reflect and Apply

1. What role does community currently play in your faith walk?
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2. How can you deepen your commitment to fellowship?

3. In what ways does community help resist cultural pressures?
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Day 18: #£ Sustaining Faith Through Community

Journaling Prompts

1. List your closest faith community and their support in your life.

2. Journal about ways to contribute more deeply to your spiritual family.

3. Pray for unity and spiritual growth within your community.
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Day 18: #£ Sustaining Faith Through Community

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for the gift of community. Help me to value and build
relationships that nurture faith. Use my involvement to encourage others and
be encouraged. May we grow together in love and obedience to You. Amen.

O £0
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Day 19: 3% Hope Inspired by Transformation
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Day 19: 3% Hope Inspired by Transformation

Your Verse

Romans 15:13 - "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Jeremiah 29:11 - "I know the plans I have for you ... plans to give you hope
and a future.”

o Psalm 42:11 - "Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior
andmy God.”
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Day 19: 3% Hope Inspired by Transformation

Devotional: Anchored in Hope Amid Disruption

Despite trials and conflict, the gospel instills hope—a confident expectation
of God’s faithfulness and future restoration.

Paul and the Ephesians lived with hopeful trust that God’s kingdom would
ultimately prevail.

Embrace hope today, renewing joy and peace as you rely on God’s promises.
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Day 19: 3% Hope Inspired by Transformation

Reflect and Apply

1. How does hope sustain you through difficulties?
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2. What promises from Scripture encourage your faith today?

3. How can you share this hope with discouraged others?
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Day 19: 3% Hope Inspired by Transformation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write prayers expressing your hope in God’s promises.
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2. Journal about a situation where hope helped you endure.

3. Describe ways to share hope in your community.
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Day 19: 3% Hope Inspired by Transformation

Prayer for Today

God of hope, fill me with joy and peace today. Help me to trust Your plans and
promises even when circumstances are difficult. May my hope be a
testimony to others and a source of strength for me. Amen. 3% J\, ¥
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Day 20: £Z Living as New Creations

Your Verse

2 Corinthians 5:17 - "If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here!”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucitied with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me.”

o Ephesians 4:22-24 - "Put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.”
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Day 20: £Z Living as New Creations

Devotional: Embracing Identity as a New Creation

Believers in Ephesus transformed from idol worshippers into new creations
in Christ. This radical change impacts identity, values, and lifestyle.

Your identity in Christ surpasses every cultural or personal idol. Live fully in
that freedom and reflect God’s character daily.
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Day 20: /2 Living as New Creations

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing you are a new creation affect your daily choices?

2. What old patterns or idols do you need to leave behind?

3. How can you reflect Christ’s righteousness and holiness more fully?
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Day 20: /2 Living as New Creations

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your journey into new life with Christ.

2. List old habits or thoughts to surrender in light of your new identity.

3. Pray for strength to live out your identity authentically.
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Day 20: /2 Living as New Creations

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for making me a new creation. Help me to live in
freedom, leaving behind the old and embracing Your righteousness. May my
life reflect Your holiness and bring glory to Your name. Amen. (g [F] ¥
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Day 21: $% Commissioned to Transform
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Day 21: 3% Commissioned to Transform Culture

Your Verse
Matthew 28:19-20 - "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...”
Supporting Scriptures

e Acts 1:8 - "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.”

2 Timothy 4:2 - "Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of
season.”
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Day 21: 3% Commissioned to Transform Culture

Devotional: Empowered and Sent to Transform
Culture

Paul’s mission in Ephesus foreshadowed the ongoing mandate for all
believers: to carry transformational truth to every culture.

Empowered by the Spirit, we are commissioned to impact our world boldly
and lovingly.

As this study closes, commit anew to God’s mission in your context, trusting
His power to disrupt idols and bring renewal.
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Day 21: 3% Commissioned to Transform Culture

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you sense God calling you to influence your culture?

2. What gifts and opportunities has God given you for this mission?

3. What obstacles do you anticipate and how can you overcome them by
faith?
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Day 21: 3% Commissioned to Transform Culture

Journaling Prompts

1. Write a personal mission statement inspired by Paul’s example.

2. List practical ways you can shine God’s truth this coming year.

3. Pray for boldness, wisdom, and Spirit empowerment.
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Day 21: 3% Commissioned to Transform Culture

Prayer for Today

Great Commission Lord, empower me by Your Spirit. Send me boldly into my
culture to proclaim Your truth and love, disrupting idols and bringing lasting
transformation. Equip me with wisdom, courage, and compassion to fulfill
Your mission. May my life glorify You in every way. Amen. 3% €3 §§
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