Understanding Jesus’
Triumphal Entry and True
Kingship

Explore Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and the people’s
hopes. Discover how Jesus redefines kingship
beyond expectations in John 12:12—19.
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Introduction

The Triumphal Entry marks a pivotal moment in Jesus’ earthly ministry as
He approaches Jerusalem for the final time before His crucifixion. On this day;
crowds gathered, spreading palm branches and shouting “Hosannal”—an
expression of hope and salvation. Yet, beneath the jubilation lay a common
misconception about the nature of Jesus’ kingship. Many anticipated an
earthly deliverer, a political king who would overthrow Roman rule and
restore Israel’s glory. This expectation colored their celebration and shaped
their hopes.

Misplaced authority and misunderstood mission often mar human hopes.
The people’s enthusiastic acclaim was not without a sense of disappointment
looming, for Jesus’ kingdom was radically different from what they imagined.
Instead of a throne marked by power, He came with humility, seeking to serve
rather than be served. This tension—a clash between expectation and reality
—is a profound part of Christian reflection on this event.

Over the next seven days, we will walk through key scriptures that illuminate
the Triumphal Entry and explore how Jesus redefines kingship. Through
John 12:12—19 as our focus, complemented by related passages in the Gospels,
we’ll examine our own expectations and how Jesus invites us into a new
understanding of hope and salvation. As you study, open your heart to the
challenge of aligning your hopes with the kingdom Jesus establishes—one
that transcends earthly power and leads to eternal life.
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Day 1: £ The Triumphal Entry: Crowd's
Acclamation
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Day 1: £ The Triumphal Entry: Crowd's Acclamation

Your Verse

John 12:12—13 - "The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival
heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and
went out to meet him, shouting, 'Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Blessed is the king of Israel!"”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 21:8-9 - "A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.”

o Mark 11:9-10 - "People spread their cloaks on the road, shouting,
‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!””
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Day 1: £ The Triumphal Entry: Crowd's Acclamation

Devotional: Expecting a King, Welcoming a Savior

On this day, the crowds eagerly welcomed Jesus as a king. The wave of palm
branches symbolized victory and peace, a tradition rooted in Israel’s history.
Their cries of “Hosanna” meaning “save now” expressed a deep yearning for
deliverance. Yet, this welcome was shaped by their hopes for political
liberation rather than spiritual salvation.

Jesus rode humbly on a donkey;, fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy but
contrasting sharply with the image of a conquering warrior. This peaceful
approach challenged their expectations. How often do we celebrate God’s
arrival but expect Him to meet our specific demands or visions?

Today’s passage invites us to recognize the difference between our hopes and
God’s plan. Are we, like the crowd, ready to accept God's kingship on His
terms?
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Day 1: £ The Triumphal Entry: Crowd's Acclamation

Reflect and Apply

1. What were the crowd’s expectations as Jesus entered Jerusalem?

2. How does Jesus’ humble entrance challenge our ideas of leadership?

3. In what ways do your own expectations of God align or conflict with His
purpose?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Understanding Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and True Kingship Page 8 of 45

Day 1: £ The Triumphal Entry: Crowd's Acclamation

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a time when your expectations of God were different from His
actual plan.

2. Reflect on how you respond when God’s timing doesn’t match your
hopes.

3. Wrrite a prayer asking God to help you welcome Him fully, even when He
surprises you.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Understanding Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and True Kingship Page 9 of 45

Day 1: £ The Triumphal Entry: Crowd's Acclamation

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You for entering our lives not as an earthly king seeking
power but as a humble Savior bringing peace and hope. Help me surrender
my expectations and embrace Your perfect plan. Teach me to follow You with
faith, even when Your ways differ from my desires. May [ welcome You not
just with words but with my whole heart, trusting that Your kingship leads to
true salvation and eternal life. Hosanna in the highest! [\, /% @
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Day 2: ¥7 Fulfillment of Prophecy and
Humble Kingship
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Day 2: €7 Fulfillment of Prophecy and Humble Kingship

Your Verse

Zechariah 9:9 - "Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!

See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 21:4-5 - "This took place to tulfill what was spoken through the

prophet: ‘Say to Daughter Zion, See, your king comes to you, gentle and
riding on a donkey.”

e John 12:14-15 - "Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:

‘Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion, see, your king is coming, seated on a
donkey’s colt.””
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Day 2: €7 Fulfillment of Prophecy and Humble Kingship

Devotional: A King of Peace and Humility

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry was a deliberate fulfillment of prophecy. Zechariah’s
words painted a picture of a king who would arrive not on a mighty steed but
humbly on a donkey. This signified a reign marked by righteousness and
peace rather than violence.

In a world craving power, this image challenged common expectations. Jesus
redefined kingship through humility, illustrating that true victory comes
through sacrificial love, not through military might. This calls us to
reconsider our ideas about leadership and success.

How do we respond when God's methods seem humble or unexpected? Can
we trust the King who comes gently, even when our hearts desire grandeur?
By reflecting on this, we learn to appreciate the power in Jesus' servant heart
and His mission to bring salvation to all, not just political liberation.
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Day 2: €7 Fulfillment of Prophecy and Humble Kingship

Reflect and Apply

1. Why was Jesus’ choice to ride a donkey significant?

2. How does humility redefine what it means to be a leader in your life?

3. What does this prophecy teach us about God’s kingdom compared to
earthly kingdoms?
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Day 2: €7 Fulfillment of Prophecy and Humble Kingship

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you witnessed humble leadership and its impact.

2. Reflect on how you can emulate Jesus” humility in your daily
relationships.

3. Consider what areas in your life you need to surrender to God’s humble
kingship.
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Day 2: €7 Fulfillment of Prophecy and Humble Kingship

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, thank You for the gentle and humble kingship of Jesus, a
mighty Savior who chose peace over power. Help me to embrace humility and
trust in Your righteous reign, even when it surprises me. Teach me to follow
Jesus’ example, serving others with love and patience, and to find strength in
the quiet power of Your kingdom. May I walk in the path of peace that You
have set before me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. €3 3 J\
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Day 3: & Misplaced Hopes and
Disillusionment
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Day 3: (§ Misplaced Hopes and Disillusionment

Your Verse

Luke 19:37-38 - "When he came near the place where the road goes down the
Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in

loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: ‘Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord!"”

Supporting Scriptures

 John 6:15 - "Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him
king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himselt.”

o Mark 15:14 - "Pilate asked them, “Then what shall I do with the one you
call king of the Jews?’ ‘Crucify him! they shouted.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Understanding Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and True Kingship Page 18 of 45

Day 3: (§ Misplaced Hopes and Disillusionment

Devotional: Disappointed Expectations and Divine
Timing

The crowd’s excitement was fueled by misplaced hopes. Many expected Jesus
to overthrow Roman rule and restore national independence. Yet Jesus’

mission was spiritual, aiming to liberate hearts from sin rather than political
oppression.

This disconnect often leads to disappointment. When expectations rest on
temporal power or immediate solutions, the deeper purposes of God’s plan
can be overshadowed or misunderstood. Jesus even withdrew to avoid a
premature military coronation, showing His intention to fulfill God’s timing
perfectly.

How often do we put our trust in worldly signs or outcomes rather than God’s
spiritual work? How do we respond when God'’s plan does not align with our
desires?This tension calls us to examine our own hopes and to center them
on Jesus’ true kingdom—a kingdom of eternal value.
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Day 3: (§ Misplaced Hopes and Disillusionment

Reflect and Apply

1. What were the crowd hoping Jesus would do, and why did He avoid
forcing that outcome?

2. How do your personal hopes sometimes conflict with God’s plans?

3. What does Jesus’ withdrawal teach you about trusting God’s timing?
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Day 3: (§ Misplaced Hopes and Disillusionment

Journaling Prompts

1. Recall a disappointment when God did not meet your expectations as
you wished. How did that shape your faith?

2. Write about how you can practice patience and trust in God's timing.

3. List areas where you need to surrender control and accept God’s
unfolding plan.
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Day 3: (§ Misplaced Hopes and Disillusionment

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, help me to surrender my misplaced hopes and trust Your
perfect timing and greater plan. When I feel disappointed, remind me that
Your ways are higher and Your kingdom is everlasting. Teach me to seek Your
will above my desires and to find peace in Your sovereignty. Strengthen my
faith to wait on You and embrace Your divine purpose. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AP
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Day 4: Q Jesus Redefines Kingship
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Day 4: Q Jesus Redefines Kingship

Your Verse

John 18:36 - "Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my
servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my
kingdom is from another place.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 2:5-7 - "In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus... made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant.”

o Matthew 20:25-28 - "Jesus called them together and said, “The Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve...””
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Day 4: Q Jesus Redefines Kingship

Devotional: The Kingdom of Service and Sacrifice

Jesus made it clear that His kingdom operates on principles vastly different
from worldly kingdoms. Unlike the popular vision of a political king wielding
force, His reign is grounded in service, love, and sacrifice.

This redefinition challenges our cultural understandings of power and
authority. True leadership reflects justice without oppression and is marked
by humility and self-giving. We see Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and
ultimately laying down His life—a radical model for all who follow Him.

What does it mean for you to live under a king who serves rather than
dominates? How can His example shape your leadership in your family,
community, or workplace? This day invites reflection on adopting Christ’s
mindset daily and embracing the upside-down kingdom He brought.
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Day 4: Q Jesus Redefines Kingship

Reflect and Apply

1. How does Jesus’ description of His kingdom differ from earthly
expectations?

2. What examples from Jesus'’ life illustrate His servant leadership?

3. In what ways can you model Jesus’ kingdom values in your daily life?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Understanding Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and True Kingship Page 26 of 45

Day 4: Q Jesus Redefines Kingship

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe how you can adopt a servant’s heart in leadership roles you hold.

2. Write about challenges you face when living out the values of Jesus’
kingdom.

3. Pray for strength to follow Jesus’ example of humility and service.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Understanding Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and True Kingship Page 27 of 45

Day 4: Q Jesus Redefines Kingship

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, teach me to live under Your kingdom principles of service,
humility, and love. Help me reject worldly ideas of power and embrace Your
model of sacrificial leadership. May Your example transform my heart and
actions today, making me a servant to others as You were to all. Guide me to
reflect Your kingdom in every relationship and responsibility. Thank You for
being the servant King. €0 ) @
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Day 5: () The Crowd’s Voice and God’s Plan
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Day 5: ¢ The Crowd’s Voice and God’s Plan

Your Verse

John 12:17-19 - "The crowd that had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus
from the tomb continued to spread the word. Many people, because they had
heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the Pharisees

said to one another, ‘See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole
world has gone after him!””

Supporting Scriptures

o John 11:43-44 - "Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!” The
dead man came out...”

o Acts 4:18-20 - "Peter and John replied, ‘Which is right in God's eyes: to
listen to you, or to him?””
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Day 5: ¢ The Crowd’s Voice and God’s Plan

Devotional: Trusting God’s Plan Amid Opposition

The movement surrounding Jesus’ signs and miracles stirred excitement and
opposition. The crowd’s growing enthusiasm reflected their hope for
deliverance but also triggered fear among religious leaders who saw their
control threatened.

God’s plan, revealed through signs such as raising Lazarus, was unstoppable
even amid resistance. Jesus deliberately allowed these signs to be public to
demonstrate God’s power and love.

When have you seen God'’s plan advance despite opposition or doubt? How
does witnessing God’s work strengthen your faith and hope? Today
encourages confidence in God’s sovereign work, even when human voices
seem loud or opposing.
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Day 5: () The Crowd’s Voice and God’s Plan

Reflect and Apply

1. How did the signs Jesus performed influence public opinion and the
Pharisees’ response?

2. What can we learn about trusting God when faced with resistance?

3. In your life, how have God’s plans prevailed over obstacles or opposition?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Understanding Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and True Kingship Page 32 of 45

Day 5: ¢ The Crowd’s Voice and God’s Plan

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a situation where God’s work overcame resistance in your
life.

2. Reflect on how you respond to opposition when following God’s calling.

3. Pray for boldness and patience to trust God and witness His power.
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Day 5: ¢ The Crowd’s Voice and God’s Plan

Prayer for Today

Father God, thank You for moving powerfully even when challenged by
opposition. Help me to trust Your unfolding plan and to stand firm in faith
when faced with difficulties. Give me courage to share Your truth boldly and
patience to wait for Your timing. May I always remember that Your kingdom
advances despite human obstacles. In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen. (» J\ %>
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Day 6: J\, Worship and True Praise
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Day 6: J\, Worship and True Praise

Your Verse

Philippians 2:9-11 - "Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave

him the name that is above every name... that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 118:25-26 - "Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success! Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.”

e Revelation 5:12 - "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and strength...”
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Day 6: J\, Worship and True Praise

Devotional: Honoring Jesus Through Genuine
Worship

True worship honors Jesus as the exalted King above all. The crowds shouted
“Hosanna” recognizing Him as the one who comes in God's name, yet true
praise requires a heart surrendered beyond the moment.

Paul’s letter in Philippians reminds us that Jesus was exalted after His humble
obedience—even unto death. Worshiping Jesus means acknowledging His
sovereignty and bowing to His authority in every area of life.

How does your worship reflect a deep recognition of Jesus’ kingship? Are
your praises consistent with a lifestyle honoring Him¢?Let today be a chance
to examine your worship and renew your commitment to honor Jesus fully.
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Day 6: J\, Worship and True Praise

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean that Jesus is exalted above every name?
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2. How can worship go beyond words to influence daily living?

3. In what ways can you deepen your honor of Christ in your heart?
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Day 6: J\, Worship and True Praise

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer of worship acknowledging Jesus’ kingship in your life.

2. Reflect on how your daily actions can serve as acts of worship.

3. Consider areas where you may need to surrender more fully to Jesus.
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Day 6: J\, Worship and True Praise

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, You are the King of kings, exalted and worthy of all praise. I bow
before Your name and surrender my life to You. Teach me to worship You with
sincerity, not only with my lips but with my heart and actions. Help me to live
each day in a way that honors Your reign and reflects Your love. Receive all
glory and honor forever. Hallelujah! (3%) ) @
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Day 7: 3% Living in the Light of Jesus’
Kingship
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Day 7: $ Living in the Light of Jesus’ Kingship
Your Verse

John 12:20-26 - "Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified... Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”

Supporting Scriptures

 John 10:27-28 - "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me...”

e Romans 12:1 - "..offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God—this is your true and proper worship.”
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Day 7: $¢ Living in the Light of Jesus’ Kingship
Devotional: Surrendering to Bear Eternal Fruit

Jesus reminds us that true glory comes through sacrifice and abiding in Him.
The image of the kernel dying to produce new life speaks to surrender and
fruitfulness in the kingdom of God.

Living in light of Jesus’ kingship means embracing self-denial and trusting
that following Him leads to abundant life and eternal reward. This challenges
cultural values of self-promotion but invites us into a deeper, transformative
relationship.

How can you die’ to old ways and live fully in Christ’s kingdom today? What
fruits of faithfulness are emerging in your life? Reflect on the cost and joy of
discipleship as a response to Jesus as your King.
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Day 7: $¢ Living in the Light of Jesus’ Kingship
Reflect and Apply

1. What does Jesus mean by a kernel of wheat dying to bear fruit?

2. How does surrendering to Jesus’ kingship affect your daily choices?

3. What new life or growth has come through following Christ despite
challenges?
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Day 7: $ Living in the Light of Jesus’ Kingship
Journaling Prompts

1. Describe areas where you need to surrender control to Jesus.

2. Reflect on the fruits of faithfulness you see in your life or hope for.

3. Write a commitment prayer to follow Jesus wholeheartedly as your King.
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Day 7: $¢ Living in the Light of Jesus’ Kingship

Prayer for Today

Precious Savior, I choose to fall like the kernel of wheat, surrendering my life
to You. Help me to die to selfish ambitions and live fully for Your kingdom. Fill
me with the Spirit to bear lasting fruit that glorifies You. May my life reflect
Your love, sacrifice, and power, drawing others to Your light. Strengthen me to
walk in Your ways, trusting in Your glory and eternal purpose. In Your holy

name, Amen. & %> J\
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