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📖 Introduction
The Gospels provide us with the richest insights into the heart of God,
especially highlighting His mercy and grace. Among these, Jesus' parable in
Matthew 18:23–35 about the King settling accounts profoundly challenges us
to understand forgiveness as a divine mandate grounded in immeasurable
mercy. This passage unfolds the story of a king who forgives a massive debt,
illustrating how God's mercy surpasses all human understanding.

When we read about the King settling accounts, we see a vivid picture of
God's judgment intertwined with compassion. While justice requires settling
debts, mercy offers a transformative release that enables us to live freely and
forgive others as we have been forgiven. This Bible study plan invites you to
meditate on how God's mercy demands a response—one that mirrors His
grace in our relationships.

Over the next three days, we will journey through scriptural insights that
challenge and encourage us. Starting from the nature of God's mercy revealed
in Jesus’ teachings, we will progress towards reflecting on how this mercy
calls us to forgive, and finally, how it reshapes our understanding of justice
and grace in everyday life. Let us open our hearts to receive the King’s
message of mercy and be inspired to live it faithfully.
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Day 1: 📖 God's Mercy Revealed in the
Gospels
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Your Verse
Matthew 18:23–35 - 'Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who
wanted to settle accounts with his servants.'

Supporting Scriptures
Ephesians 2:4-5 - 'But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions.'
Luke 6:36 - 'Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.'

Day 1: 📖 God's Mercy Revealed in the Gospels
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Devotional: God’s Overwhelming Mercy in Action
God's mercy is a defining attribute revealed powerfully in the Gospels. In
Matthew 18:23–35, Jesus tells a parable about a king who chooses to forgive
an enormous debt rather than punish a servant who could not repay. This
story challenges the common human tendency to seek strict justice without
compassion.

The king's actions demonstrate not only power but a deep mercy that goes
beyond what the servant deserves. God's mercy toward us is even more
overwhelming because our 'debt' is sin, which separates us from Him. Yet,
God does not treat us as our sins deserve. Instead, He extends grace, offering
forgiveness and restoring relationship, inviting us into His kingdom.

What does it mean for us that God is this merciful? It means that no matter
how heavy our failures, God’s mercy is always greater. He desires
reconciliation and restoration rather than condemnation. This mercy is a gift,
not earned but freely given, highlighting that our standing before God
depends not on our merit but on His loving kindness.

As the Gospels unfold, Jesus consistently calls His followers to emulate this
mercy in their relationships. Today's passage sets the foundation for
understanding forgiveness not as a mere act but as a reflection of God’s heart.

Day 1: 📖 God's Mercy Revealed in the Gospels
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Reflect and Apply
�. How have you personally experienced God's mercy in your life?

�. In what ways do you tend to focus more on justice than mercy?

�. What barriers prevent you from extending mercy to others as freely as
God has given it to you?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a time when you needed mercy and how God met you.

�. Reflect on how this parable changes your understanding of forgiveness.

�. List areas in your life where you can practice more mercy toward others.
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Prayer for Today
Lord, thank You for Your great mercy and unfailing love. Help me to grasp the
depth of Your forgiveness that covers all my debts. Teach me to extend that
mercy to those around me, reflecting Your heart in every relationship. May
Your Spirit guide me to be merciful as You are merciful, and may I live as a
servant who shows grace freely received. Thank You for settling accounts
through Jesus and making a way for peace and restoration. In Jesus’ name,
Amen. 🙏❤ ✨
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Day 2: 🕊 Forgiveness: A Response to Mercy
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Your Verse
Matthew 18:33 - 'Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as
I had on you?'

Supporting Scriptures
Colossians 3:13 - 'Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone.'
Mark 11:25 - 'And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against
anyone, forgive them.'
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Devotional: Forgiveness: Embracing Mercy's Call
Forgiveness is the natural response to receiving God’s mercy. In the Parable of
the Unforgiving Servant, the king forgave a vast debt only to find the servant
unwilling to forgive a much smaller debt owed to him. This contrast
highlights a critical lesson: having been forgiven much, we must forgive
others.

Forgiving is not always easy. It can challenge our pride, our sense of justice,
and even our desire for protection from harm. Yet, Jesus’ teaching insists on
forgiveness as a command and a reflection of the mercy we have received.
Holding onto grudges contradicts the heart of the Gospel and blocks the flow
of grace in our lives.

Why is forgiveness so essential? Because it frees us from the bondage of
bitterness and resentment, enabling us to live in peace and humility. It also
aligns our hearts with God’s, who desires reconciliation and restoration with
all His creation.

When we forgive, we participate in the divine mercy that transforms lives—
our own and those of others. Today’s scriptures encourage us to surrender
offenses and extend grace as God has extended it to us. This is the pathway to
unity and healing within communities and within our hearts.

Day 2: 🕊 Forgiveness: A Response to Mercy
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Reflect and Apply
�. Who do you find hardest to forgive, and why?

�. How does understanding God's forgiveness impact your willingness to
forgive others?

�. What emotions or fears come up when you think about forgiving
someone?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Write about a person you need to forgive and what forgiving might look

like.

�. Reflect on how forgiveness has brought healing in your past.

�. Describe any hesitations or obstacles you face in forgiving others.
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Prayer for Today
Father, thank You for demonstrating perfect forgiveness through Jesus. Teach
me to forgive others as You have forgiven me. Help me release grudges and
bitterness that weigh down my soul. Restore my heart to reflect Your mercy
and grace, giving me the strength to love even when it is difficult. May
forgiveness flow freely through me, breaking chains and building peace. In
Jesus’ name, Amen. 🙌🕊 💖
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Day 3: ⚖ Settling Accounts with Grace and
Justice
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Your Verse
Romans 3:23-24 - 'For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus.'

Supporting Scriptures
Psalm 103:10 - 'He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us
according to our iniquities.'
2 Corinthians 5:19 - 'God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting people’s sins against them.'
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Devotional: Living in the Grace-Justice Balance
The balance of justice and grace is at the heart of the Gospel message.
Humans have all fallen short and carry debts of sin that cannot be repaid by
works or merit. Yet, God’s mercy is not careless tolerance but a deliberate act
of grace through Christ.

The settling of accounts in Matthew reminds us that God is just — sin has
consequences — but also merciful, choosing to forgive through the sacrifice
of Jesus. This divine exchange satisfies justice without condemnation,
providing a path to righteousness.

How do we live in this tension between justice and grace? By recognizing our
need for grace daily and offering that same grace to others. We submit to
God's righteous standard while embracing His forgiveness, becoming
ambassadors of reconciliation.

As we conclude this study, reflect on how God's overwhelming mercy should
shape not only how we view ourselves but also how we engage with others.
Mercy heals, restores, and empowers us to walk in freedom, reflecting the
heart of the King who settles accounts with both justice and mercy.

Day 3: ⚖ Settling Accounts with Grace and Justice
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Reflect and Apply
�. How does knowing God balances justice with mercy affect your faith?

�. In what ways can you be a witness of this balance in your community?

�. What changes do you sense God calling you to make in light of His
mercy?
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Journaling Prompts
�. Journal about what grace and justice mean in your relationship with God.

�. Write how you can practically show mercy and uphold justice around you.

�. Reflect on how this teaching affects your understanding of
accountability.
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Prayer for Today
Gracious God, thank You for settling the accounts through Jesus' sacrifice.
Help me live with the humility to accept Your mercy and the strength to
uphold Your justice. Teach me to be an agent of grace in a world that longs for
hope and healing. May my life reflect Your perfect balance of love and
righteousness. Guide me daily in this journey of faith. Amen. ⚖💫🙏🕊 
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💌 A Personal Invitation from HolyJot

We pray this Bible Study has blessed you and drawn you closer
to the heart of God. If you enjoyed this study, we’d love for you to
join our growing HolyJot community online.

What you’ll discover when you visit HolyJot.com:

📚 100k+ Bible Study Plans on every topic of life
📱 Access studies anytime on your phone, tablet, or computer
��� �  Studies for individuals, families, small groups, and
churches
✍  Secure online journaling — or keep using print for privacy
🤝 A place to grow your faith alongside believers worldwide

🎁 Bonus for You:

Download exclusive study bundles and resources when you
create a free HolyJot account. No spam. No gimmicks. Just God’s
Word.

👉 Visit Now:

📌 www.HolyJot.com
📌 Scan this QR code to start your next Bible Study today:

💬 We’d love to hear your story.
Email us at info@holyjot.com.

💬 Connect with us at:
Facebook • Instagram • YouTube • TikTok

You are welcome to share this PDF with others.
Please keep it intact so the full study and credits remain.
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