Understanding the Bible:
Exploring Its Versions and
Unity

Explore why so many Bible versions exist, uncover
their purpose, and deepen your appreciation of
God's Word in this 21-day study.
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Introduction

Why are there so many different versions of the Bible? This is a question
many believers and seekers ask. The Bible, God's Word to humanity, has been
translated into countless languages and versions throughout history. These
variations can sometimes cause confusion or curiosity. This 21-day study
plan will guide you through understanding the history, purpose, and
importance of Bible translations, helping you appreciate the richness and
unity of the Scriptures despite their many forms.

From the original manuscripts written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, to the
translations made centuries later, the Bible has traveled through time and
culture. Translators strive to remain faithtul to the original texts while
making the message clear and understandable for contemporary readers.
Different Bible versions reflect diverse translation philosophies, ranging from
word-for-word precision to thought-for-thought clarity. Each has value and
serves different needs—whether for deep study, devotional reading, or public
worship.

Throughout this study, you will discover the significance of translation
choices, the history behind popular versions, and the way the Bible remains
God's unchanged, living word that transforms lives across generations.
Embrace this journey with an open heart, ready to explore truths, ask
questions, and grow closer to God through His Word.
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Day 1: [] Embracing the Word of God
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Day 1: [[] Embracing the Word of God

Your Verse

2 Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
e Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is alive and active.”
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Day 1: [[] Embracing the Word of God

Devotional: The Divine Inspiration of Scripture

God’s Word is uniquely inspired and deeply powerful. 2 Timothy 3:16 reminds
us that all Scripture is ‘God-breathed—meaning it originates directly from
God, even though it was written through human authors. This divine
inspiration ensures that the Bible transcends mere human wisdom and
carries eternal authority.

Despite the many versions you may find, the core truth of Scripture remains
steadfast and life-changing. Psalm 119 illustrates how God's word guides us
like a lamp in darkness, while Hebrews emphasizes it as an active force, sharp
and penetrating.

Recognizing the Bible’s divine origin helps us approach different translations
with reverence and trust, knowing that God preserves His message for each
generation. Over the next weeks, allow yourself to marvel at this gift and the
ways it continues speaking into every culture and language.
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Day 1: [[] Embracing the Word of God

Reflect and Apply

1. What does it mean to you that all Scripture is ‘God-breathed™?

2. How does seeing the Bible as alive and active change your perspective on
reading it?

3. Why might it be important that God’s Word remains relevant across
different cultures and languages?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Understanding the Bible: Exploring Its Versions and Unity Page 9 0of 130

Day 1: [[] Embracing the Word of God

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time the Bible guided or encouraged you.

2. Reflect on any questions or doubts you have about Bible translations.

3. Describe how you feel when reading the Bible’s words as inspired by God.
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Day 1: [[] Embracing the Word of God

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for giving us Your Word, breathed out by Your Spirit. Help me
to treasure and trust Scripture, no matter the version, as the unchanging truth
for my life. Open my heart to receive Your guidance through each passageI
read. May Your Word be a lamp to my feet and a light for my journey every

day. Amen. J\, (1% f)
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Day 2: 1] The Original Languages
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Day 2: 1] The Original Languages

Your Verse

Romans 15:4 - "For everything that was written in the past was written to
teach us.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 5:39 - "You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in
them you have eternal life.”

« Deuteronomy 6:6 - "These commandments that I give you today are to
be on your hearts.”
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Day 2: 1] The Original Languages

Devotional: Understanding Biblical Languages

The Bible wasn'’t originally written in English. It was composed in Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek. These languages shape how messages were crafted,
carrying nuances sometimes hard to translate exactly.

Romans 15:4 reminds us the Scriptures were written to teach and encourage
us. To grasp the full meaning, scholars study ancient texts carefully. John 5:39
encourages diligence in searching the Scriptures, yearning for deeper
understanding.

Knowing this helps us appreciate why translations ditfer; it's a complex task
to convey ideals, poetry, and cultural contexts from ancient languages into
modern ones. This makes choosing the right version important depending
on your purpose—whether study, devotion, or ease of comprehension. Trust
that God’s truth remains unshaken even as words adapt for each generation’s
heart.
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Day 2: 1] The Original Languages

Reflect and Apply

1. Why is it significant that the Bible was first written in languages different
from your own?

2. How does this affect your view of Bible translations?

3. What value do you see in studying or knowing about the original biblical
languages?
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Day 2: 1] The Original Languages

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about how knowing the Bible’s original languages might deepen
your reading.

2. Reflect on any Bible phrases that felt confusing and how translation
might affect them.

3. Consider how cultural context might influence Scripture’s interpretation.
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Day 2: 1] The Original Languages

Prayer for Today

Father, thank You for Your Word given through human languages long ago.
Help me to appreciate the depth behind the words and the care translators
take to bring Your truth across cultures. Grant me a humble heart, patient to
learn and understand more each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen. (3@ ¥J J\,
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Day 3: || Translation Types Explained
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Day 3: [ Translation Types Explained

Your Verse

Proverbs 4:7 - "The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost
all you have, get understanding.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ecclesiastes 3:1 - "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.”

e Colossians 3:16 - "Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly.”
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Day 3: [ Translation Types Explained

Devotional: Why Different Bible Translations Exist

Not all Bible versions are the same because translators use different
approaches. Some focus on word-for-word accuracy (formal equivalence),
others on conveying meaning clearly and naturally (dynamic equivalence),
and some aim for a thought-for-thought style for easy reading (paraphrase).

Proverbs calls us to seek wisdom and understanding, which includes learning
about these translation methods. Knowing these types helps us choose
versions fitting our purpose—whether deep study, teaching, or devotional
reading.

Remember, every translation wrestles with balancing faithfulness to original
text and readability. Recognize the value in various versions as they serve
unique needs, seasons, and hearts. Let Colossians encourage you to let the
message of Christ dwell richly, regardless of the Bible edition you use.
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Day 3: [ Translation Types Explained

Reflect and Apply

1. What might be the advantages and challenges of word-for-word vs.
thought-for-thought translations?

2. How can understanding translation types help you select a Bible version?

3. How do you personally prefer to engage with Scripture, and why?
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Day 3: [ Translation Types Explained

Journaling Prompts

1. List pros and cons of different translation styles you know.

2. Write about a Bible version that has helped you understand Scripture
better.

3. Describe how reading different versions has impacted your faith.
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Day 3: [ Translation Types Explained

Prayer for Today

Lord, grant me wisdom to understand how Your Word is translated. Help me
appreciate the care and labor behind each version and guide me in choosing
one that enriches my walk with You. May Your message remain clear and
alive in my heart. Amen. [f] > J\, ©
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Day 4: [ ] History of Bible Translations
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Day 4: [_| History of Bible Translations

Your Verse

Isaiah 40:8 - "The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
endures forever.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 12:6 - "The words of the LORD are pure words.”

o Matthew 24:35 - "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away.”
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Day 4: [_| History of Bible Translations

Devotional: The Enduring Word Across Time

Bible translations have a rich history spanning thousands of years. From the
Septuagint, a Greek translation made over 2,000 years ago, to Jerome’s Latin
Vulgate, and then to the King James Version and modern translations, God’s
Word has been carried faithfully through generations.

Isaiah and Matthew remind us that while earthly things fade, God’s Word
remains eternally true. Psalm 12 speaks of the purity of His words which
translators strive to preserve.

Understanding this history encourages confidence and respect for the
Scripture. Each version reflects a historical moment where God's message
was preserved and delivered to people who needed it. You hold in your hands
the fruit of centuries of devotion to God's truth.
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Day 4: [ ] History of Bible Translations

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing the Bible's long translation history deepen your faith
in Scripture?

2. Why is it important that God’s Word endures despite changing languages
and cultures?

3. What can we learn from the care past generations showed in preserving
the Bible?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Understanding the Bible: Exploring Its Versions and Unity Page 27 0f 130

Day 4: [_| History of Bible Translations

Journaling Prompts

1. Research one historical Bible translation and write its impact.

2. Reflect on how the Bible has affected your life across time.

3. Write about what it means that God’s Word ‘endures forever.
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Day 4: [_| History of Bible Translations

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for preserving Your Word throughout history. May I never
take for granted the sacrifices made to bring Scripture to my heart. Help me to
treasure it as Your eternal truth. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 1] 3 J\ /%
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Day 5: [ [ Translation Challenges
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Day 5: [ [ Translation Challenges

Your Verse

James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:130 - "The unfolding of your words gives light.”

e Proverbs 25:2 - "It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a
matter is the glory of kings.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjﬂt Understanding the Bible: Exploring Its Versions and Unity Page 31 0f 130

Day 5: [ [ Translation Challenges

Devotional: Wisdom in Navigating Complex
Translations

Translating the Bible is complex due to cultural idioms, poetic expressions,
and ancient contexts. Translators face challenges balancing literal accuracy
and readability. James encourages seeking God’s wisdom to discern
meanings beyond the words.

Psalm 119 depicts God’s Word as lighting the way, unfolding truths gradually.
Proverbs acknowledges some mysteries are deep and require diligent
searching.

When reading different Bible versions, recognize the challenges behind
specitic wording. Trust God to guide your understanding and to illuminate
truths that meet your spiritual needs. Appreciate the thoughtful effort behind
each translation.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Understanding the Bible: Exploring Its Versions and Unity Page 32 0f130

Day 5: [ [ Translation Challenges

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you encountered Bible verses that were difficult to understand?
How did you respond?

2. How can asking God for wisdom help when you face translation
challenges?

3. What role do you think cultural context plays in interpreting Scripture?
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Day 5: [ [ Translation Challenges

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a Bible passage where different versions helped clarify
meaning.

2. Reflect on a time God revealed deeper understanding through prayer.

3. Consider how you approach difficult or confusing Bible verses.
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Day 5: [ [ Translation Challenges

Prayer for Today

Father, grant me wisdom to navigate the complexities of Your Word. Help me
to seek clarity and patience when I don’t immediately understand. May Your
Spirit illuminate the Scriptures to transform my heart. Amen. ©Q () J\, [
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Day 6: [#] Dynamic vs. Formal Equivalence
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Day 6: [&] Dynamic vs. Formal Equivalence

Your Verse

Nehemiah 8:8 - "They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear
and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was read.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 119:33 - "Teach me, LORD, the way of your decrees.”
e John I1:14 - "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
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Day 6: [&] Dynamic vs. Formal Equivalence

Devotional: Clarity and Accuracy in Translation

Two primary translation philosophies—formal equivalence and dynamic
equivalence—aim to communicate Scripture faithfully. Formal equivalence
focuses on word-for-word accuracy, maintaining the original structure.
Dynamic equivalence aims at thought-for-thought clarity, helping readers
grasp the meaning more smoothly.

Nehemiah shows the value of clear teaching that makes Scripture
understandable. Psalm 119 reflects our desire to learn God’s ways, while John
reminds us that God’s Word became flesh—communication adapted to
humans’ needs.

Recognizing these approaches helps appreciate why some Bibles feel more
literal and others more readable. Both seek to honor God's message and serve
disciples in unique ways.
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Day 6: [&] Dynamic vs. Formal Equivalence

Reflect and Apply

1. Which translation style do you find more helpful for your spiritual growth
and why?

2. How does clarity in Scripture affect your relationship with God?

3. In what ways can a translation that balances accuracy and readability
benefit you?
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Day 6: [&] Dynamic vs. Formal Equivalence

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time when clarity in Scripture helped you understand God’s
will.

2. Compare verses from two different Bible versions and reflect on
differences.

3. Consider how the incarnation influences how we think about biblical
communication.
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Day 6: [&] Dynamic vs. Formal Equivalence

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your Word made accessible through translations. Help me
appreciate the balance translators seek between faithfulness and clarity. May
Your truth speak clearly to my heart each day. In Jesus’name, Amen. & (3 J\

L i
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Day 7: €3 Paraphrases and Their Role
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Day 7: €3 Paraphrases and Their Role

Your Verse

Psalm 107:20 - "He sent out his word and healed them; he rescued them from
the grave.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Corinthians 3:6 - "The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
e Romans 12:2 - "Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
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Day 7: €3 Paraphrases and Their Role

Devotional: Using Paraphrases to Engage Scripture

Paraphrased Bibles restate Scripture in contemporary language for ease of
reading and reflection. They are not direct translations but interpretive
retellings that aim to make the message fresh and relatable.

Psalm 107 celebrates how God’s word brings healing and rescue,
underscoring Scripture’s life-giving power. 2 Corinthians reminds us that
beyond words, the Spirit brings transformation. Romans calls us to be
renewed in mind, a process aided by approachable Scripture.

While paraphrases can inspire fresh insights, it’s beneficial to compare them
with more literal versions for depth and accuracy. Use these tools lovingly to
deepen your relationship with God's living Word.
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Day 7: €3 Paraphrases and Their Role

Reflect and Apply

1. How might paraphrased Bibles help you connect emotionally with
Scripture?

2. What are some benefits and limitations of paraphrasing the Bible?

3. How can you balance paraphrased versions with more literal translations
in your study?
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Day 7: €3 Paraphrases and Their Role

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a verse you heard differently when reading a paraphrase.

2. Reflect on how the Spirit has brought new life to your understanding of
Scripture.

3. Describe a time when a simple, clear Bible phrase changed your
perspective.
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Day 7: €3 Paraphrases and Their Role

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, thank You for bringing God’s Word to life within me. Help me to
cherish all forms of Scripture that draw me closer to You and transform my

heart. Amen. @[] &
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Day 8: @ The Bible’s Global Impact

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjnt Understanding the Bible: Exploring Its Versions and Unity Page 48 0f 130

Day 8: @ The Bible’s Global Impact

Your Verse

Matthew 28:19 - "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Revelation 7:9 - "A great multitude from every nation, tribe, people and
language.”

e Psalm 67:2 - "May your ways be known on earth, your salvation among
all nations.”
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Day 8: @ The Bible’s Global Impact

Devotional: God’s Word Across Every Language

The Bible is the most translated book in history, reflecting God’s desire for all
peoples to know Him. Matthew 28 commissions believers to make disciples
of all nations, a call fulfilled through scripture in diverse languages.

Revelation paints a beautiful picture of every language and people
worshipping God. Psalm 67 prays that salvation spreads worldwide.

This global reach drives the continual work of Bible translation to ensure
everyone can access God's truth in their mother tongue. It is a testament to
God's inclusive love and the power of His Word to unite humanity.
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Day 8: @ The Bible’s Global Impact

Reflect and Apply

1. How does knowing the Bible reaches every nation inspire you?

2. What might be challenges in translating Scripture for different cultures?

3. How can you support or participate in sharing God’s Word globally?
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Day 8: @ The Bible’s Global Impact

Journaling Prompts

1. Research a recent Bible translation effort and reflect on its impact.

2. Write about how God’s Word in your language has shaped your faith.

3. Pray and reflect on God’s heart for all nations.
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Day 8: @ The Bible’s Global Impact

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your Word reaching across the world and languages. Help
me to value this gift and join Your mission to share the gospel with all people.

In Jesus’name, Amen. @ (1<) @
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Day 9: Q Choosing Your Bible Version
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Day 9: Q Choosing Your Bible Version

Your Verse

Psalm 119:18 - "Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:22 - "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.”

e Joshua 1:8 - "Meditate on it day and night.”
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Day 9: Q Choosing Your Bible Version

Devotional: Selecting a Bible That Speaks to You

Picking a Bible version is a personal decision influenced by your needs and
goals. Whether you seek deep study, devotional reading, or easy
comprehension, there is a version that fits your journey.

Psalm 119 pleads for spiritual eyes to be opened to God’s law, which begins
with choosing a Bible you can engage with regularly. James encourages

applying Scripture, and Joshua reminds us to meditate on God’s Word
consistently.

Try reading different versions and consider how each impacts your
understanding and worship. Allow yourself the freedom to explore and select
what helps you connect most deeply with God.
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Day 9: Q Choosing Your Bible Version

Reflect and Apply

1. What qualities do you desire most in a Bible version?

2. How might your purpose (study, devotion, memorization) affect your
choice?

3. Do you currently use one version or multiple? How does that serve you?
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Day 9: Q Choosing Your Bible Version

Journaling Prompts

1. List qualities you wish your Bible to have.

2. Write about a version you've tried and what you liked or didn't like.

3. Reflect on how familiar scripture passages feel in different versions.
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Day 9: Q Choosing Your Bible Version

Prayer for Today

Father, guide me as I choose a Bible version to nourish my spirit. Help me to
find a translation that opens my eyes and heart to Your wonderful truths.

Amen. @91\ &>
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Day 10: € The Role of Interpretation
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Day 10: €& The Role of Interpretation

Your Verse

Acts 8:30-31 - "Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah
the prophet. ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ Philip asked.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Peter 1:20 - "No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation.”

« Nehemiah 8:7 - "They gave the sense, so that the people understood the
reading.”
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Day 10: €& The Role of Interpretation

Devotional: Interpreting Scripture Accurately

Understanding the Bible is more than just reading it; it involves careful
interpretation. In Acts, Philip asks whether the Ethiopian man understood
the Scripture he was reading, highlighting the importance of grasping its
meaning.

2 Peter reminds us that God, not human interpretation, guides true prophecy.
Nehemiah illustrates how clear explanation enables understanding.

This underscores why multiple translations and commentaries exist—to help
us unlock God's intended message. Approach the Bible with humility, seek
clarity, and utilize trusted resources to interpret Scripture faithfully.
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Day 10: €& The Role of Interpretation

Reflect and Apply

1. Have you ever felt confused or unsure about a Bible passage’s meaning?
How did you respond?

2. Why is it important to seek God’s guidance when interpreting Scripture?

3. How can multiple translations help in understanding difficult passages?
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Day 10: €& The Role of Interpretation

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time God clarified a Bible passage for you.

2. Reflect on the difference between reading and understanding Scripture.

3. Consider how you can grow in biblical interpretation.
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Day 10: €& The Role of Interpretation

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for guiding us into all truth. Help me to interpret Your Word
with wisdom and humility. Send Your Spirit to illuminate my understanding
as I seek to live by Your commands. Amen. €3] /\ )
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Day 11: & Studying the Bible Effectively
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Day 11: & Studying the Bible Effectively

Your Verse

Joshua 1:8 - "Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it
day and night.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 1.2 - "But whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who
meditates on his law day and night.”

2 Timothy 2:15 - "Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved.”
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Day 11: & Studying the Bible Effectively

Devotional: Committing to a Bible Study Routine

To fully experience God’s Word, consistent study and meditation are vital.
Joshua encourages speaking and meditating on Scripture continually, a
rhythm echoed by Psalm 1 and 2 Timothy’s call to diligent study.

Effective Bible study involves prayer, reflection, and sometimes consulting
multiple versions or resources to enrich understanding.

Implementing a daily habit nurtures a vibrant relationship with God,
anchoring you in His truth amid life’s challenges.
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Day 11: & Studying the Bible Effectively

Reflect and Apply

1. What prevents you from studying the Bible regularly and deeply?

2. How does meditating on Scripture impact your life?

3. What methods or tools could enhance your Bible study?
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Day 11: & Studying the Bible Effectively

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe your current Bible study habits and areas for growth.

2. Write about a passage that came alive through meditation.

3. Plan how you can include daily Scripture study in your routine.
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Day 11: & Studying the Bible Effectively

Prayer for Today

God, help me develop a consistent habit of meditating on Your Word. Teach
me to delight in every verse and apply it to my life with joy and obedience.

Amen.[1/) A &
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Day 12: j} luminating Scripture with the
Spirit
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Day 12: f} llluminating Scripture with the Spirit

Your Verse

John 16:13 - "When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the
truth.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 2:14 - "The person without the Spirit does not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God.”

o Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
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Day 12: f} llluminating Scripture with the Spirit

Devotional: Relying on the Holy Spirit to Understand

The Holy Spirit is our helper in understanding and applying God’s Word.
Jesus promised the Spirit will guide us into all truth, illuminating Scriptures
beyond mere words.

1 Corinthians reminds us that spiritual discernment comes from the Spirit.
Psalm 119 poetically describes God’s Word as a lamp, lighting our way.

When encountering different Bible translations or difficult passages, depend
on the Spirit’s guidance to discern meaning and be transformed by the Word.
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Day 12: f} llluminating Scripture with the Spirit

Reflect and Apply

1. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit guiding you in Scripture
reading?

2. What role does prayer play in understanding the Bible?

3. How can you cultivate greater openness to the Spirit’s illumination?
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Day 12: f} llluminating Scripture with the Spirit

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time the Spirit helped you understand a Bible passage.

2. Reflect on your prayer life when engaging Scripture.

3. Consider practical steps to invite the Spirit’s guidance daily.
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Day 12: f} llluminating Scripture with the Spirit

Prayer for Today

Holy Spirit, guide me into all truth as I read Your Word. Illuminate my mind
and heart, helping me live by all You teach. May Your light shine through my
understanding. Amen. €3 ) [\
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Day 13: 9 The Heart Behind Translations
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Day 13: 9 The Heart Behind Translations

Your Verse

Romans 10:17 - "Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word about Christ.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 4:2 - "Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of
season.”

o Psalm 45:1 - "My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for
the king.”
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Day 13: 9 The Heart Behind Translations

Devotional: Passion Fueling Bible Translation

Behind every translation, there are passionate servants committed to sharing
God’s Word. Romans connects faith with hearing the message, emphasizing
the importance of accessible Scripture.

2 Timothy calls believers to be ready to preach and share, mirroring
translators’ readiness to provide God’s message. Psalm 45 reflects the stirring
of hearts inspired by God’s Word.

Recognize the deep love and dedication of those who work tirelessly to make
the Bible available worldwide and in many forms, nurturing faith in countless
lives.
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Day 13: 9 The Heart Behind Translations

Reflect and Apply

1. How does understanding the heart behind translations impact your
gratitude for the Bible?

2. In what ways can you share your passion for God’s Word with others?

3. How does hearing God's Word build your faith?
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Day 13: 9 The Heart Behind Translations

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a Bible teacher or translator who inspired you.

2. Reflect on how faith has grown through hearing or reading Scripture.

3. Consider ways you can support spreading God’s Word.
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Day 13: 9 The Heart Behind Translations

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Lord, for those who dedicate their lives to sharing Your Word. Stir
my heart to love Scripture deeply and help me share its life-giving message
with others. Amen. @ [(1/\ &
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Day 14: 8 Bible Versions for Different
Audiences
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Day 14: £ Bible Versions for Different Audiences

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 9:22 - "I have become all things to all people so that by all
possible means I might save some.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 11:28 - "Come to me, all you who are weary.”

e Romans 15:1 - "We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the
weak.”
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Day 14: £ Bible Versions for Different Audiences

Devotional: Meeting People Where They Are

Bible translations often target different audiences—children, new believers,
scholars, or those with limited language skills. Paul’s example in 1
Corinthians shows adaptability to connect and minister effectively.

Jesus’ invitation in Matthew welcomes all, especially the weary and
burdened. Romans calls the strong to support the weak.

This diversity in Bible versions reflects God's desire for every person to
understand and experience His love in a way suited for their heart and mind,
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Day 14: £ Bible Versions for Different Audiences

Reflect and Apply

1. How does the variety of Bible versions help address different spiritual
needs?

2. Have you ever used a Bible version that was especially helpful at a certain
time or place in your life?

3. How open are you to exploring different Bible versions depending on
your situation?
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Day 14: £ Bible Versions for Different Audiences

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about your earliest experience reading the Bible.

2. Reflect on a Bible version that helped you grow spiritually.

3. Consider how you might assist someone new to Scripture.
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Day 14: £ Bible Versions for Different Audiences

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your Word that meets us wherever we are. Help me to be
flexible and compassionate in sharing Scripture with others, adapting to their

needs. Amen. Q[ @ J\
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Day 15: & Unity in Diversity
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Day 15: @ Unity in Diversity
Your Verse

Ephesians 4:3 - "Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 133:1 - "THow good and pleasant it is when God's people live
together in unity.”

e John 17:21 - "That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
andIam in you.”
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Day 15: @ Unity in Diversity

Devotional: One Bible, Many Versions, One Truth

Though many Bible versions exist, the core message remains unified in
Christ. Ephesians calls believers to maintain unity through peace. Psalm 133
celebrates the blessing of harmonious community, and Jesus prays for
oneness among His followers in John 17.

The diversity in Bible translations does not divide but enriches. Each version
complements the others, together testifying to God'’s enduring truth and love.
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Day 15: @ Unity in Diversity
Reflect and Apply

1. How can different Bible versions help build unity rather than confusion?

2. What steps can you take to respect others’ preferred translations?

3. How does unity in the body of Christ reflect God’s heart?
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Day 15: @ Unity in Diversity
Journaling Prompts

1. Write about experiences of unity around Scripture despite differences.

2. Reflect on how multiple translations have broadened your
understanding.

3. Consider how you can promote peace when discussing Bible versions.
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Day 15: @ Unity in Diversity

Prayer for Today

Father, help me cherish the unity of Your Church, honoring all who seek You
through Your Word. Let diverse Bible versions strengthen our bond and
glorify Your name. Amen. [;f] O 3 J\
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Day 16: [ | Keeping Tradition with Freshness
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Day 16: [ ] Keeping Tradition with Freshness

Your Verse

[saiah 43:19 - "See, I am doing a new thing!”

Supporting Scriptures

 Lamentations 3:22-23 - "Great is Your faithfulness; new every morning.”

« Hebrews 13:8 - "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.”
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Day 16: [ ] Keeping Tradition with Freshness

Devotional: Balancing Heritage and Renewal

Bible versions preserve ancient truths while presenting them freshly to new
generations. Isaiah proclaims God’s ongoing work of making all things new,
even as Lamentations celebrates His daily faithfulness. Hebrews assures us
Jesus remains unchanging.

This balance allows the Bible to resonate across centuries—honoring
tradition yet continually speaking into contemporary hearts through updated
language and forms.
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Day 16: [ ] Keeping Tradition with Freshness

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you balance respecting biblical tradition with embracing fresh
expressions?

2. Why is it important that Jesus and God’s message never change despite
new Bible versions?

3. How can you apply new insights from Scripture without losing core
truths?
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Day 16: [ ] Keeping Tradition with Freshness

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about traditions in your faith and how they influence you.

2. Reflect on new understandings God has given through Scripture recently.

3. Consider how you stay rooted in truth while welcoming growth.
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Day 16: [ ] Keeping Tradition with Freshness

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for the enduring truth of Your Word and the fresh ways You
reveal it. Help me hold fast to Your unchanging nature while embracing Your

renewing Spirit. Amen. 2 &1\
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Day 17: [11]] Tools for Bible Study
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Day 17: [;4]] Tools for Bible Study

Your Verse

Proverbs 2:2-5 - "Incline your ear to wisdom and apply your heart to
understanding.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Acts 17:11 - "They received the message with great eagerness and
examined the Scriptures every day.”

e Psalm 119:18 - "Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your
law.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hn]yjnt Understanding the Bible: Exploring Its Versions and Unity Page 103 0of 130

Day 17: [;4]] Tools for Bible Study

Devotional: Equipping Yourself for Deeper Study

Studying the Bible is enriched by various tools—commentaries, dictionaries,
concordances, and multiple translations. Proverbs encourages us to listen
carefully and pursue understanding. Acts praises those who eagerly examine
Scripture daily.

Using these tools can unlock insightful perspectives and clarity difficult
passages. They complement prayer and Spirit-led reflection, helping you
grow rooted in truth.
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Day 17: [14]] Tools for Bible Study

Reflect and Apply

1. What Bible study tools have you tried or wish to try?

2. How can multiple translations assist in understanding Scripture?

3. What habits help you maintain eagerness and diligence in study?
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Day 17: [14]] Tools for Bible Study

Journaling Prompts

1. List tools you want to incorporate into your Bible study.

2. Reflect on a passage better understood through study aids.

3. Write a plan for consistent and equipped Scripture reading.
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Day 17: [;4]] Tools for Bible Study

Prayer for Today

God, guide me as I seek wisdom through Your Word. Provide the tools and
teach me how to use them well to grasp Your truth deeply and live it out fully.

Amen. E QA
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Day 18: Q Timeless Truths in Modern
Words
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Day 18: Q Timeless Truths in Modern Words

Your Verse

Matthew 24:35 - "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never
pass away.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Psalm 19:7 - "The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.”
e Hebrews 4:12 - "The word of God is alive and active.”
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Day 18: Q Timeless Truths in Modern Words

Devotional: Enduring Scripture in Contemporary
Language

Though languages evolve, Scripture endures unshaken in meaning and
power. Matthew assures us of this permanence. Psalm 19 celebrates its soul-
refreshing perfection, and Hebrews describes it as alive and active.

Modern translations strive to keep God's timeless truths vibrant and
accessible without losing their original potency. Through them, believers
continue to encounter life-transforming Word today:.
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Day 18: Q Timeless Truths in Modern Words

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you experience God’s timeless truths in your daily life?

2. Why is it important to have Scripture in language you understand?

3. How can you share these truths effectively with others?
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Day 18: Q Timeless Truths in Modern Words

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a Bible verse that has timeless significance for you.

2. Reflect on an instance where a modern phrasing helped your faith.

3. Consider how you can communicate eternal truths in today’s culture.
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Day 18: Q Timeless Truths in Modern Words

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for Your unchanging Word that speaks with power today.
Help me to embrace its living truths and share them clearly with those around

me. Amen. Q18 I\
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Day 19: (-3 Sharing Scripture with Others
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Day 19: (-J Sharing Scripture with Others

Your Verse

1 Peter 3:15 - "Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope you have.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 4:6 - "Let your conversation be always tull of grace.”
e Psalm 145:4 - "One generation commends your works to another.”
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Day 19: (- Sharing Scripture with Others

Devotional: Communicating God's Word Gracefully

As believers, we are called to share God’s Word with clarity and kindness. 1
Peter encourages readiness to explain our hope. Colossians reminds us to
speak graciously, and Psalm 145 speaks to passing faith between generations.

Different Bible versions offer vocabulary and tone that can suit various
listeners. Embrace the diversity to reach hearts effectively and lovingly.
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Day 19: (- Sharing Scripture with Others

Reflect and Apply

1. How confident are you in sharing Scripture with others?
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2. What role does grace play in your conversations about faith?

3. How can Bible versions aid you in explaining God’s truth?
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Day 19: (- Sharing Scripture with Others

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you shared Scripture and its impact.

2. Reflect on ways to grow more gracious in faith conversations.

3. Plan how to prepare yourself better to share the gospel.
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Day 19: (-J Sharing Scripture with Others

Prayer for Today

Father, help me always be ready and gracious as I share the hope I have in You.
Use Your Word to touch lives through me. Amen. (-3 J\, [ 8
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Day 20: J Growing Through the Word
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Day 20: P Growing Through the Word

Your Verse

Colossians 1:10 - "That you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him
in every way.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 2 Peter 3:18 - "Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
e Psalm 119:11 - "I have hidden your word in my heart.”
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Day 20: P Growing Through the Word

Devotional: Allowing Scripture to Transform You

Growth in faith flows from engaging deeply with God’s Word. Colossians
urges us to live worthy lives pleasing to God. 2 Peter calls for grace and
knowledge growth, and Psalm 119 speaks of embedding Scripture in the
heart.

Different Bible versions provide fresh expressions to help internalize God's
truths, leading us into transformation and spiritual maturity.
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Day 20: P Growing Through the Word

Reflect and Apply

1. In what ways has Scripture shaped your character and choices?

2. How do you practically hide God’s Word in your heart?

3. What next steps can you take to deepen your spiritual growth?
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Journaling Prompts

1. Write a testimony of how Bible study has changed you.
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2. Reflect on verses that guide your life decisions.

3. Plan spiritual practices focused on Scripture memorization and
meditation.
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Day 20: P Growing Through the Word

Prayer for Today

Lord, grow me through Your Word that I may live a life worthy of You. Help
me to treasure Scripture deeply, applying it daily to bear fruit for Your

kingdom. Amen. 95 [\ 3%
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Day 21: B Celebrating the Living Word
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Day 21: B Celebrating the Living Word

Your Verse

Revelation 19:13 - "He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e John 1:1 - "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

e Hebrews 4:12 - "The word of God is alive and active.”
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Day 21: B Celebrating the Living Word

Devotional: The Eternal and Living Word

Today, we celebrate Jesus—the Living Word made flesh. Revelation portrays
Him as the Word of God, crowned in glory and triumph through sacrifice.
John begins by affirming the eternal nature of the Word, and Hebrews
reminds us that His Word is alive, still powerful today.

All Bible versions point us back to Jesus, the ultimate revelation of God'’s love
and truth. Celebrate the gift of His Word, in every form, as your guide,
comfort, and hope.
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Day 21: B Celebrating the Living Word

Reflect and Apply

1. How has Jesus as the Word impacted your understanding of Scripture?

2. In what ways do you experience God’s Word as alive and active?

3. How will you continue to engage with the Bible going forward?
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Day 21: B Celebrating the Living Word

Journaling Prompts

1. Wrrite a prayer of gratitude for Jesus, the Living Word.

2. Reflect on how Scripture points to Christ in your life.

3. Set goals for continued Bible engagement after this study:.
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Day 21: B Celebrating the Living Word

Prayer for Today

Thank You, Jesus, for being the living Word perfectly revealing the Father.
May Your Word always dwell richly in me, guiding and transforming my life.
Help me to celebrate and share this eternal truth every day. Amen. {7} [

AS
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