Wisdom in Action:
Embracing Diligence Over
[.aziness

Explore Proverbs' insights on laziness versus
diligence. Gain motivation and wisdom to foster
hardworking habits rooted in God's truth.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 21-day journey on wisdom, where we dive deep into the
profound truths of the Book of Proverbs, focusing specifically on the contrast
between laziness and diligence. The Bible, and Proverbs in particular, offers
timeless guidance on how work ethic shapes not only our lives but also our
spiritual walk.

In a world filled with distractions and temptations to avoid effort, this study
will help you uncover the powerful motivation that God provides to pursue

diligence. Wisdom in Proverbs makes it clear that laziness leads to poverty

and shame, but diligence soars toward wealth and honor.

Over the next 21 days, you will engage with Scripture highlighting how the
wise person values work, perseverance, and steadfast discipline, reflecting
God’s own nature as a diligent Creator. We will explore practical reflections
and applications to help you break away from laziness and cultivate
purposeful, joy-filled hard work.

This study is designed for anyone seeking spiritual growth and practical
transformation. Whether you struggle with procrastination or just want to
deepen your understanding of God’s wisdom in daily life, these devotions will
inspire and equip you.

Let God’s Word motivate you to be not slothful in zeal, but fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord (Romans 12:11). As you commit to this journey, expect to find
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renewed focus, encouragement, and a stronger passion for diligence that
honors God and blesses your life and those around you.

Let’s begin our pursuit of wisdom—embracing diligent work and rejecting
laziness—with open hearts and minds ready to be transformed.
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Day 1: [ ] The Path of Wisdom and Diligence
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Day 1: ["] The Path of Wisdom and Diligence
Your Verse

Proverbs 6:6-8 - "Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!
It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in
summer and gathers its food at harvest.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 10:4 - "Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring
wealth.”

e Romans 12:11 - "Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor,
serving the Lord.”
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Day 1: [] The Path of Wisdom and Diligence

Devotional: Learning from the Ant: Wisdom in
Diligence

Today's passage invites us to learn from the ant—a master of diligence
without supervision. Despite its small size, the ant exhibits wisdom by
working hard, preparing food in the right season. In contrast, laziness leads to
unmet needs and poverty.

Sometimes, we look for motivation to work hard only when someone tells us
to do so. But the ant teaches us that true wisdom involves self-discipline and
foresight. We are called to embody this principle in our daily lives, applying
godly diligence in our tasks.

Consider what areas of your life may reflect laziness. What would it look like
to begin working diligently, not because someone pushes you, but because
you value wisdom and long-term blessings? Remember, God honors faithful
effort and uses it to build character.

Let this message ignite your desire to work hard for God’s glory today.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Wisdom in Action: Embracing Diligence Over Laziness Page 9 of 131

Day 1: || The Path of Wisdom and Diligence

Reflect and Apply

1. In which areas of your life do you recognize patterns of laziness?

2. How does the ant’s example challenge your attitude toward work?

3. What motivates you to pursue diligence beyond external expectations?
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Day 1: || The Path of Wisdom and Diligence

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about a recent time you were diligent and how it felt.

2. 2. Identify one task you've been avoiding and brainstorm small steps to
begin.

3. 3. Reflect on what 'working for God' means in your daily responsibilities.
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Day 1: [] The Path of Wisdom and Diligence

Prayer for Today

Lord, today I thank You for Your wisdom revealed through the ant. Teach me
to embrace diligence with joy and foresight. Help me to work faithfully
without needing constant supervision, remembering that my labor is
ultimately for You. Rid me of laziness and fill me with passion to serve
wholeheartedly. May my efforts honor You and reflect Your wisdom in my life.
Guide my steps and strengthen my resolve to be steadfast in all I do. Amen.

ASRB&O
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Day 2: (b The Danger of Laziness
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Day 2: (b The Danger of Laziness

Your Verse

Proverbs 26:13 - "A sluggard says, ‘Theres a lion in the road, a fierce lion
roaming the streets!””

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 19:15 - "Laziness brings on deep sleep, and the shiftless go
hungry.”

o Ecclesiastes 10:18 - "Through laziness, the rafters sag; because of idle
hands, the house leaks.”
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Day 2: (b The Danger of Laziness

Devotional: Facing Excuses: Breaking Free from
Laziness

Proverbs uses vivid imagery to paint the sluggard as someone who makes
excuses instead of confronting reality. The lion in the road represents fear,
hesitation, or distraction—a justification for avoiding work.

Laziness can be a spiritual and practical trap. It often masquerades as fear or
busyness, yet its outcome is always loss and hardship. Physically, laziness
leads to unmet needs; spiritually, it dulls our sensitivity to God’s prompting.

Recognizing excuses is the first step to breaking free. Today, ask God to reveal
areas where fear or complacency has kept you inactive. Acknowledge these as
barriers and choose to respond with faith and diligence.

Remember, God's strength empowers us to overcome the lions on our path.
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Day 2: ()b The Danger of Laziness

Reflect and Apply

1. What excuses have you used to avoid necessary work or responsibilities?

2. How do fear and laziness intertwine in your life?

3. What would it look like to face your 'lion’ with faith and diligence?
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Day 2: (b The Danger of Laziness

Journaling Prompts

1.1. List common excuses you tell yourself when avoiding work.

2. 2. Write about a time you overcame fear to complete a task.

3. 3. Pray for courage and commitment in areas you tend to procrastinate.
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Day 2: (b The Danger of Laziness

Prayer for Today

Dear God, grant me courage to see past the lions of fear and excuse that block
my way. Help me recognize when I am choosing laziness over diligence. Fill
my heart with strength to face challenges with faith and commit to Your path
of wisdom. May I be diligent as You lead me, embracing the work You have set
before me with joy and purpose. In Jesus’ name, Amen. {73 J\
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Day 3: 3{ The Reward of Diligence
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Day 3: §{ The Reward of Diligence

Your Verse

Proverbs 134 - "A sluggard’s appetite is never filled, but the desires of the
diligent are fully satistied.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

 Proverbs 21:5 - "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste
leads to poverty.”
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Day 3: §{ The Reward of Diligence

Devotional: The Blessings of Persistent Effort

One of the most encouraging truths in Scripture is that diligence yields
reward. The sluggard remains empty and frustrated, living in desire without
fulfillment. But those who labor faithfully experience satisfaction—not just
materially but spiritually and emotionally.

Diligence teaches patience, perseverance, and trust in God’s timing. It
transforms our desires from fleeting whims into lasting blessings. When we
do not give up despite hardship, God promises to bring a fruitful harvest.

Reflect on areas where you feel unfulfilled. Are there dreams or goals God has
placed on your heart that require steady effort? Today, decide to pursue them
with diligence, trusting God to reward your faithfulness.
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Day 3: §{ The Reward of Diligence

Reflect and Apply

1. How has laziness left you feeling empty or frustrated?

2. What rewards have you experienced through hard work and faithfulness?

3. How can trust in God’s timing encourage you amid challenges?
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Day 3: §{ The Reward of Diligence

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about a time you trusted God and saw fruit from your effort.

2. 2. List three goals requiring diligence that God has placed on your heart.

3. 3. Pray for strength to persevere and patience to wait on God’s timing.
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Day 3: §{ The Reward of Diligence

Prayer for Today

Heavenly Father, thank You for promising satisfaction to the diligent. Help me
to press on without weariness, trusting that my efforts in Your name are never
wasted. Strengthen my resolve and guard my heart against impatience. May I
find joy in the journey, confident You will bring growth and blessing. Lead me
to reap a harvest that glorifies You. Amen. 35 §2 J\, 3
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Day 4: % Wisdom’s Value Above Riches
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Day 4: %> Wisdom’s Value Above Riches

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:13-14 - "Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain

understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns
than gold.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1.5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault.”

e Ecclesiastes 7:12 - "Wisdom preserves those who have it.”
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Day 4: %> Wisdom’s Value Above Riches

Devotional: Pursuing Wisdom for Lasting Success

Diligence fueled by wisdom is far more fruitful than wealth without
understanding. Proverbs highlights that wisdom yields the best return, more
valuable than monetary gain.

When we seek God’s wisdom, we receive discernment to work well, make
sound decisions, and manage life effectively. Money without wisdom can be
wasted, but wisdom protects and multiplies our investments, relationships,
and spiritual growth.

Consider where you chase after wealth or success but might be neglecting
wisdom. Pursue wisdom first and watch how it transforms your diligence
into prosperous and godly outcomes.
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Day 4: %> Wisdom’s Value Above Riches

Reflect and Apply

1. Why is wisdom more valuable than material riches?

2. How can you practically seek God’s wisdom today?

3. In what ways does wisdom influence your diligence and work ethic?
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Day 4: %> Wisdom’s Value Above Riches

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Describe what wisdom means for your personal growth.

2.2.Journal about decisions where wisdom changed the outcome.

3. 3. Ask God to give you wisdom and note His guidance.
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Day 4: %> Wisdom’s Value Above Riches

Prayer for Today

Lord, I desire Your wisdom above all else. Give me discernment to work
diligently and to make choices that honor You. Help me to treasure
understanding more than riches and to rely on Your generous guidance. May
wisdom preserve me and lead me on paths of blessing and honor. Thank You
for Your faithful presence as I seek You. Amen. [£] Q) J\, &)
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Day 5: jg Building Life with Purpose
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Day 5: i@ Building Life with Purpose
Your Verse

Proverbs 24:27 - "Put your outdoor work in order and get your fields ready;
after that, build your house.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Corinthians 3:10 - "By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as
a wise builder.”

e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord.”
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Day 5: i@ Building Life with Purpose
Devotional: Laying Foundations for a Godly Life

Building a strong, wise life requires intentional preparation and diligent
effort. Proverbs advises setting priorities—preparing resources before
constructing your home. This mirrors how we must approach goals and
responsibilities.

Diligence is not random busyness but purposeful work reflecting God’s order.
We are builders of our lives, relationships, and ministries.

Where do you need to put your ‘fields’ in order before moving forward? Are
you seeking God’s guidance to design your plans? Remember, working
wholeheartedly as for the Lord aligns your efforts with eternal purpose.
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Day 5: i@ Building Life with Purpose
Reflect and Apply

1. What areas of your life require preparation before advancing?

2. How do you ensure your work is purposeful and aligned with God’s will?

3. In what ways can you work wholeheartedly 'for the Lord' today?
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Day 5: i@ Building Life with Purpose
Journaling Prompts

1. 1. List your current life goals and assess your preparation steps.

2. 2. Reflect on how working for God affects your attitude toward tasks.

3. 3. Pray about one area needing better planning or focus.
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Day 5: i@ Building Life with Purpose
Prayer for Today

Father, help me to build my life wisely by setting the proper foundations.
Guide my plans and make my work purposeful and pleasing to You. Teach me
to work wholeheartedly as if working for You alone. May every effort, big or
small, contribute to Your kingdom and my growth in faith. / trust Your grace
to lead me in diligence and wisdom. Amen. £ { J\ R
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Day 6: #& Persistence in Daily Work
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Day 6: 2 Persistence in Daily Work

Your Verse

Proverbs 12:24 - "Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in forced labor.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Hebrews 12:1 - "Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”

e Ecclesiastes 9:10 - "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might.”
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Day 6: 2 Persistence in Daily Work

Devotional: Endurance and Zeal in Daily Tasks

Persistent effort brings not only success but also influence and authority.
Conversely, laziness leads to disadvantage and subjugation.

The Bible encourages believers to run their race with endurance, pushing
through difficulties with God's help. Doing everything with all your might
honors God and maximizes your potential.

Consider your daily work rhythm. Are you consistent and zealous, or do you
find yourself drifting toward complacency? Ask God for strength to persist
and for joy in your labors, viewing them as sacred tasks.
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Day 6: 2 Persistence in Daily Work

Reflect and Apply

1. How does persistence affect your work and influence?

2. What barriers make it hard for you to stay diligent and zealous?

3. How can you rely on God for endurance today?
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Day 6: 2 Persistence in Daily Work

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about a time consistent effort brought a breakthrough.

2. 2. List distractions or obstacles that hinder your work.

3. 3. Pray for renewed passion and strength for your daily responsibilities.
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Day 6: 2 Persistence in Daily Work

Prayer for Today

Lord, fill me with endurance and zeal in all I do. Help me to run my race
faithfully without giving in to laziness. Strengthen my hands to work
diligently and my heart to delight in my tasks. May my persistence bring
honor to You and blessings to those I serve. Thank You for sustaining me each

day. Amen. &£ & )\ &
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Day 7: 3 Cultivating an Attitude of
Excellence
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Day 7: 95 Cultivating an Attitude of Excellence

Your Verse

Proverbs 22:29 - "Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will stand
before kings; they will not stand before obscure people.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:23 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord.”

e Ecclesiastes 9:10 - "Do it with all your might.”
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Day 7: 95 Cultivating an Attitude of Excellence

Devotional: Honoring God through Excellence in
Work

Excellence is a fruit of wisdom and diligence. Skilled and dedicated workers
gain recognition and opportunity:.

This verse inspires us to develop our God-given talents fully, knowing that
mastery glorifies God and opens doors. Excellence means more than skill; it
encapsulates attitude, discipline, and desire to please God in every detail.

FEvaluate your current efforts. Are you working with wholeheartedness and
care? Excellence honors God, blesses others, and fulfills His plans through
your hands.
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Day 7: 95 Cultivating an Attitude of Excellence

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you define excellence in your work?

Page 45 of 131

2. In what ways could you improve discipline and skill?

3. What motivates you to do your best for God and others?
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Day 7: 95 Cultivating an Attitude of Excellence

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Identify areas where you can pursue higher excellence.

2. 2. Recall a time your work received recognition and the feelings involved.

3. 3. Pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire passion and diligence.
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Day 7: 95 Cultivating an Attitude of Excellence

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to pursue excellence in all my tasks as an act of worship.
Teach me to be skillful and diligent, standing ready to serve You and others
well. May my work reflect Your glory and open doors of opportunity. Thank
You for equipping me to do my best. Amen. 3% @ J\, R
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Day 8: a Time: A Gift to Use Wisely
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Day 8: a Time: A Gift to Use Wisely

Your Verse

Ephesians 5:15-16 - "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but
as wise, making the most of every opportunity.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 90:12 - "Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.”

e Proverbs 20:13 - "Do not love sleep or you will grow poor.”
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Day 8: a Time: A Gift to Use Wisely

Devotional: Redeeming Time with Purpose and
Wisdom

Time is a precious resource entrusted to us by God. Living wisely means
valuing every moment and aligning our daily choices with eternal purposes.

Laziness wastes time; diligence redeems it by intentionally investing in
meaningful tasks. Recognizing the brevity of life motivates us to act with
urgency and wisdom.

Today; reflect on how you use your time. Are there habits or distractions
causing you to lose valuable opportunities? Ask God to help you steward this
gift wisely as you pursue diligence and growth.
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Day 8: a Time: A Gift to Use Wisely

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you currently spend your time daily?
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2. What changes could make your time usage more intentional?

3. How does your view of time affect your motivation to work hard?
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Day 8: a Time: A Gift to Use Wisely

Journaling Prompts

1.1. Track your activities for a day and note time-wasters.

2. 2. List ways to better prioritize tasks aligned with God’s will.

3. 3. Pray for wisdom to manage time well and resist laziness.
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Day 8: a Time: A Gift to Use Wisely

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to use my time wisely, to live with intention and purpose. Help
me to embrace diligence and turn away from habits that waste this valuable
gift. Stir in me a heart that values every opportunity to honor You. May my
daily choices reflect Your wisdom and eternal perspective. Thank You for

each new day. Amen. 3 J\ €[]

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

: H()ly_]()t Wisdom in Action: Embracing Diligence Over Laziness Page 54 of 131

Day 9: { Passion Fuels Diligence
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Day 9: & Passion Fuels Diligence

Your Verse

Proverbs 12:27 - "The lazy do not roast any game, but the diligent feed on the
riches of the hunt.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Romans 12:11 - "Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor,
serving the Lord.”

o 1Corinthians 15:58 - "Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.”
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Day 9: & Passion Fuels Diligence

Devotional: Let God’s Passion Ignite Your Work

Passion is a key ingredient of diligent work. Without zeal, effort becomes
mechanical and easily abandoned. The diligent actively pursue their "hunt'—
their goals—with enthusiasm and focus.

God desires us to serve Him with fervor and steadfastness, reflecting His own
passionate nature in all we do. This passion strengthens us to overcome
laziness and setbacks.

Consider what you feel passionate about. How can you connect this energy to
the tasks God has given you? Inviting God’s Spirit to kindle zeal sustains
diligence through trials.
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Day 9: & Passion Fuels Diligence

Reflect and Apply

1. What passions currently drive your efforts?

2. How can you cultivate more zeal for God’s work and your responsibilities?

3. What role does spiritual fervor play in your work ethic?
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Day 9: & Passion Fuels Diligence

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about a task you feel passionate about and why:.

2. 2. Identify areas lacking enthusiasm and seek God’s fire.

3. 3. Pray for renewed zeal and steadfastness in your duties.
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Day 9: & Passion Fuels Diligence

Prayer for Today

God of fire, ignite in me a blazing passion to serve You wholeheartedly.
Replace laziness with zeal and fervor that perseveres. Help me to be steadfast
and immovable, reflecting Your spirit in my work and life. May my diligent
efforts honor Your name and bear lasting fruit. Fill me with Your power today.

Amen. & 1\ @
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Day 10: (5 Strength to Overcome Weariness
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Day 10: (% Strength to Overcome Weariness

Your Verse

Isaiah 40:29-31 - "He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of
the weak. Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

e Psalm 28:7 - "The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in
him.”
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Day 10: (% Strength to Overcome Weariness

Devotional: Relying on God’s Strength in Fatigue

Diligence can lead to weariness, and that's when God’s strength becomes
vital. Isaiah reminds us that God renews and empowers the tired.

When discouragement or fatigue threatens our efforts, hope in the Lord
revitalizes us. It is not self-will but dependence on God that sustains long-
term diligence.

Take a moment to identify any weariness weighing on you. Invite God's
strength to fill your weakness, revive your passion, and restore your zeal for
the tasks He’s given.
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Day 10: (% Strength to Overcome Weariness

Reflect and Apply

1. Where do you feel weary or discouraged in your work or faith?
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2. How does trusting God renew your strength?

3. What practical ways help you depend on God when fatigued?
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Day 10: (% Strength to Overcome Weariness

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about a time God strengthened you during exhaustion.

2. 2. List biblical promises about God’s power in weakness.

3. 3. Pray for God’s sustaining strength in current challenges.
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Day 10: (% Strength to Overcome Weariness

Prayer for Today

Lord, I am weary, but I put my hope in You. Renew my strength and empower
me to continue diligently serving. When I feel weak, remind me that Your
power is made perfect in my weakness. Help me trust wholly in You,
knowing You will sustain me through every trial. Thank You for being my
shield and strength. Amen. (& J\| © /%
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Day 11: £ Wisdom Guards Against
Complacency
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Day 11: £ Wisdom Guards Against Complacency

Your Verse

Proverbs 1:32 - "For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the
complacency of fools will destroy them.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 6:9-11 - "How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will
you get up from your sleep?”

e Hosea 10:13 - "You have plowed wickedness; you have reaped evil.”
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Day 11: £ Wisdom Guards Against Complacency

Devotional: Awakening from Spiritual Lethargy

Complacency is a silent destroyer that the wise avoid. The Bible warns that
laziness and simple-mindedness lead to downfall. Wisdom awakens us to the
dangers of resting in ease without growth or effort.

Diligence requires vigilance against settling for less than God’s best. It
challenges us to regularly evaluate our spiritual and practical lives.

Ask Godtoday to reveal any complacency or lethargy in your heart. Invite His
wisdom to awaken you, prompting necessary changes toward active, faithful
living.
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Day 11: £ Wisdom Guards Against Complacency

Reflect and Apply

1. What signs of complacency do you notice in your life?

2. How does wisdom challenge complacency?

3. What steps can you take to stir diligence and avoid destruction?
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Day 11: £ Wisdom Guards Against Complacency

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Reflect on areas where you've grown too comfortable or lazy.

2. 2. Write a plan to renew commitment and discipline.

3. 3. Pray for God to awaken a new sense of urgency in your heart.
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Day 11: £ Wisdom Guards Against Complacency

Prayer for Today

God of awakening, shake me from complacency and simple-mindedness. Fill
me with wisdom to see the dangers of laziness and the blessings of diligence.
Help me to rise from spiritual slumber and pursue Your plans with urgency
and faithfulness. Guide me to honor You with active and intentional living. In

Jesus’ name, Amen. J\ 3% & 59

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

: H()ly_]()t Wisdom in Action: Embracing Diligence Over Laziness Page 72 of 131

Day 12: O Guarding Your Heart and Hands
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Day 12: O Guarding Your Heart and Hands

Your Verse

Proverbs 4:23 - "Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows
fromit”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 6:21 - "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

e Philippians 4:8 - "Whatever is true, whatever is noble...think about such
things.”
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Day 12: O Guarding Your Heart and Hands

Devotional: Heart Focus Shapes Our Work and Life

The condition of our heart directs the course of our work and life. Proverbs
stresses guarding the heart because it influences all actions, including
diligence or laziness.

A heart rich in godly desires, truths, and noble thoughts fuels purposeful
effort. A distracted or discontent heart leads to chaos, procrastination, and
failure.

FEvaluate your heart s current treasures. Are you focused on God’s truth and
purposes that inspire diligent action? Invite God to cleanse and orient your
heart toward what truly matters.
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Day 12: O Guarding Your Heart and Hands

Reflect and Apply

1. What does your heart treasure most right now?
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2. How do your thoughts influence your diligence or laziness?

3. How can you guard your heart to inspire faithful work?
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Day 12: O Guarding Your Heart and Hands

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. List values and thoughts that currently motivate you.
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2. 2. Identify negative influences you need to avoid.

3. 3. Pray for a heart aligned with God’s purposes.
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Day 12: O Guarding Your Heart and Hands

Prayer for Today

Lord, guard my heart above all else. Fill it with Your truth, love, and noble
thoughts that fuel diligence and joy. Help me to focus on what matters and
work faithfully with a heart fully invested in You. May my life flow from a
well-guarded and heavenly-minded heart. Amen. 9 O J\, &
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Day 13: |./] The Value of Planning
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Day 13: [1 The Value of Planning

Your Verse

Proverbs 21:5 - "The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads
to poverty.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Luke 14:28 - "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first
sit down and estimate the cost?”

e Proverbs 16:3 - "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will
establish your plans.”
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Day 13: [1 The Value of Planning

Devotional: Combining Planning and Diligence for
success

Diligence without planning can be scattered; planning without diligence is
empty. Proverbs emphasizes the necessity of wise foresight combined with

hard work.

Planning is a form of wise stewardship, acknowledging God’s sovereignty
and aligning our actions with His will.

Today, take time to review your plans. Are they prayerfully submitted to God?
Do they reflect diligent intention? Commit your steps to God to receive His
blessing and guidance as you move forward.
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Day 13: [1 The Value of Planning

Reflect and Apply

1. How intentional are your plans for work and life?

2. Do you involve God in your planning process?

3. What improvements can you make to become more diligent planners?
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Day 13: [1 The Value of Planning

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write down current plans and evaluate their alignment with God’s will.

2. 2. Reflect on the importance of patience and perseverance in your plans.

3. 3. Pray to commit plans fully to God.
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Day 13: [1 The Value of Planning

Prayer for Today

Father, help me to plan wisely and work diligently. Teach me to commit all my
plans to You, trusting that You will establish my steps. Keep me patient and
persistent, guarding me against haste and carelessness. May my thoughtful
efforts bring lasting fruit for Your kingdom. Amen. 5] J\, B ©J
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Day 14: (38 Serving with Humility and
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Day 14: (%) Serving with Humility and Purpose

Your Verse

Colossians 3:23-24 - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition but in humility
value others above yourselves.”

o Matthew 23:11 - "The greatest among you will be your servant.”
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Day 14: (%) Serving with Humility and Purpose

Devotional: Humility Transforms Work into Worship

Diligence is not only about effort but also about the heart's posture in service.
We work best when motivated by humility and a desire to honor God and
others.

Recognizing that our labor serves the Lord brings deeper meaning and
motivation, transforming even mundane tasks into worship.

Reflect on your attitude in work and service. Are you diligent out of obligation
or love? Ask God to cultivate a humble and joyful spirit to fuel purposeful
diligence.
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Day 14: (%) Serving with Humility and Purpose

Reflect and Apply

1. What motivates your work: obligation, pride, or love?
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2. How can serving God and others heighten your diligence?

3. In what ways does humility impact your daily efforts?
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Day 14: (%) Serving with Humility and Purpose

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Reflect on how humility has changed your attitude toward work.

2. 2. Write about serving others through your daily tasks.

3. 3. Pray for a humble, joyful heart that honors God.
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Day 14: (%) Serving with Humility and Purpose

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, teach me to serve with humility and love. Help me to see every
task as an opportunity to honor You and bless others. Remove selfish
ambition and fill me with a pure heart that works diligently out of devotion.
May my service be an act of worship pleasing to You. Amen. (i) 9 /\ /%
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Day 15: [&] Embracing Rest Alongside
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Day 15: [#] Embracing Rest Alongside Diligence

Your Verse

Exodus 20:9-10 - "Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Psalm 23:2 - "He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters.”

o Mark 6:31 - "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some
rest.”
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Day 15: [#] Embracing Rest Alongside Diligence

Devotional: Balancing Work with God-Given Rest

God designed work and rest to coexist in a balanced life. Diligence honors
God, but so does sabbath rest, which restores and renews our strength.

Ignoring rest leads to burnout, which weakens discipline. Embracing rest
demonstrates trust in God’s timing and provision.

Evaluate your rhythm of work and rest. Are you honoring God’s command to
refresh your body and soul? Consider how rest can empower greater diligence
and joy.
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Day 15: [#] Embracing Rest Alongside Diligence

Reflect and Apply

1. Do you balance work and rest as God intended?

2. How does rest impact your motivation and diligence?

3. What changes can you make to embrace Sabbath rest regularly?
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Day 15: [#] Embracing Rest Alongside Diligence

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Reflect on your current rest habits and their benefits or lacks.

2. 2. Write plans to incorporate intentional rest this week.

3. 3. Pray for wisdom to balance work and rest honoring God.
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Day 15: [#] Embracing Rest Alongside Diligence

Prayer for Today

Lord, teach me to honor Your gift of rest amid my work. Help me to find
refreshing peace in Sabbath moments and trust Your providence. May rest
renew my strength and passion for diligent service, keeping me aligned with
Your rhythm and love. Amen. g /), £ &
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Day 16: <® Encouraging Others in Work and
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Day 16: <@ Encouraging Others in Work and Faith

Your Verse

Hebrews 10:24-25 - "Let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Ecclesiastes 4:9 - "Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor.”

e 1Thessalonians 5:11 - "Encourage one another and build each other up.”
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Day 16: <0 Encouraging Others in Work and Faith

Devotional: Building Community to Encourage
Diligence

Diligence is strengthened in community. Encouraging fellow believers fosters
perseverance, motivation, and joy.

God designed us for interdependence; spurring one another on helps combat
laziness and discouragement.

Reach out to someone who might need encouragement or be your own
encouragement receiver. Consider how you can build a network of
accountability and support to sustain diligence in work and faith.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Wisdom in Action: Embracing Diligence Over Laziness

Day 16: <0 Encouraging Others in Work and Faith

Reflect and Apply

1. Who encourages you in your work and spiritual walk?
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2. How can you uplift others to be diligent and faithful?

3. What benefits come from accountability in diligence?
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Day 16: <0 Encouraging Others in Work and Faith

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. List people who spur you on and express gratitude.
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2. 2. Plan ways to encourage someone else this week.

3. 3. Pray for strength in community and to be a blessing.
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Day 16: <0 Encouraging Others in Work and Faith

Prayer for Today

God of community, thank You for placing us in groups to support each other.
Help me to be an encourager and to receive encouragement with humility.
Strengthen our bonds so we persevere together in diligence and love. May our
mutual support glorify You and build lasting faith. Amen. <& J\, (> @
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Day 17: $& God’s Reward for Faithful Work
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Day 17: 3% God’s Reward for Faithful Work

Your Verse

Colossians 3:23-24 - "It is the Lord Christ you are serving. [...] you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1 Corinthians 15:58 - "Your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

2 Timothy 2:6 - "The hardworking farmer should be first to receive a
share of the crops.”
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Day 17: 3% God’s Reward for Faithful Work

Devotional: Working for the Reward of the Lord

Our ultimate motivation for diligence comes from serving Christ. God
rewards faithful labor, both now and eternally.

This perspective shifts the focus from human recognition to divine honor,
bringing meaning to even challenging or unseen work.

Reflect on your work as service to God. Let this truth inspire persistent effort
and joy, knowing your diligence counts in His kingdom.
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Day 17: 3% God’s Reward for Faithful Work

Reflect and Apply

1. How does seeing your work as service to God affect your motivation?

2. What does God’s reward mean to you personally?

3. How can you maintain joy and faithfulness when recognition is absent?

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Wisdom in Action: Embracing Diligence Over Laziness Page 106 of 131

Day 17: 3% God’s Reward for Faithful Work

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about moments when you felt God’s reward in your work.

2. 2. Reflect on eternal versus earthly rewards for diligence.

3. 3. Pray to find joy serving Jesus in all you do.
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Day 17: 3% God’s Reward for Faithful Work

Prayer for Today

Lord Jesus, thank You that my labor is never in vain. Help me to serve You
wholeheartedly, keeping my eyes on the eternal reward You promise. Even
when unseen or unacknowledged by others, may my work please You.
Strengthen me to persevere faithfully, rejoicing in Your presence today and

always. Amen. 73 J\ /% ¥~
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Day 18: [_] Wisdom Through Scripture
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Day 18: [] Wisdom Through Scripture

Your Verse

Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

Supporting Scriptures

2 Timothy 3:16 - "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”

e James 1.5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.”
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Day 18: [] Wisdom Through Scripture

Devotional: Letting God’s Word Guide Your Work

The Bible provides the light and guidance necessary for diligent living.
Consistent engagement with Scripture teaches wisdom and guards against
laziness and poor decisions.

Ask God daily for wisdom and let His Word shape your work ethic, priorities,
and attitudes.

Commit to reading and meditating on Scripture regularly. Allow God’s truths
to bring clarity, motivation, and strength to your diligence.
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Day 18: [[] Wisdom Through Scripture

Reflect and Apply

1. How often do you seek wisdom through Scripture?
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2. What verses inspire you to diligent living?

3. How can you integrate Bible reading into your daily routine?
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Day 18: [[] Wisdom Through Scripture

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Record favorite verses related to diligence and wisdom.

2. 2. Reflect on a Scripture that changed a work-related attitude.

3. 3. Pray for eagerness and discipline to study God’s Word.
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Day 18: [[] Wisdom Through Scripture

Prayer for Today

God, Your Word is my guide and strength. Teach me to delight in it and apply
it faithfully. Help me to seek wisdom daily and to trust Your Scriptures to
illuminate my path. May Your truth motivate me toward diligent living that

honors You. Amen. [\ Q) /&
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Day 19: §2 Overcoming Procrastination
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Day 19: §2 Overcoming Procrastination

Your Verse

Ecclesiastes 11:4 - "Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks
at the clouds will not reap.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 20:4 - "Sluggards do not plow in season; so at harvest time they
look but find nothing.”

e James 4:17 - "If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and
doesn't do it, it is sin for them.”
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Day 19: §2 Overcoming Procrastination

Devotional: Taking Steps Forward Despite Fear

Procrastination hinders diligence and progress. Waiting for perfect
conditions often results in missed opportunities.

God calls us to act rightly and promptly, trusting Him with outcomes. Delay
can be a form of laziness, even if disguised as caution or fear.

Identify what you've been postponing. Pray for courage to begin, knowing
God will help you succeed in His timing.
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Day 19: §2 Overcoming Procrastination

Reflect and Apply

1. What causes you to procrastinate on important tasks?
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2. How can faith in God help you overcome delay?

3. What practical step can you take today to move forward?
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Day 19: §2 Overcoming Procrastination

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Make a list of delayed tasks or spiritual disciplines.

Page 118 of 131

2. 2. Reflect on how procrastination impacted your progress.

3. 3. Pray for boldness to begin and complete tasks.
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Day 19: §2 Overcoming Procrastination

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me overcome procrastination and take faithful steps forward.
Remove fear and hesitation, replacing them with courage and trust in Your
timing. Teach me to do what is good without delay, honoring You with
promptness and diligence. Thank You for walking with me every step. Amen.

A IS
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Day 20: {) Motivation Rooted in Love
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Day 20: () Motivation Rooted in Love

Your Verse

1 Corinthians 16:14 - "Do everything in love.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Galatians 5:6 - "The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself
through love.”

o 1John 4:19 - "We love because he first loved us.”
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Day 20: () Motivation Rooted in Love

Devotional: Let Love Inspire Your Diligence

Love is the greatest motivator for diligence. When love guides our work, it
transforms labor from drudgery into joyful service.

God’s love compels us to act with faith and purpose, seeking the good of
others and His glory.

Reflect on the role of love in your daily work. Ask God to fill your heart with
His love so that your diligence springs from genuine care and faith.

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

Hﬂ]yjn[ Wisdom in Action: Embracing Diligence Over Laziness Page 123 of 131

Day 20: () Motivation Rooted in Love

Reflect and Apply

1. How does love influence your attitude toward work?

2. In what ways can love fuel persistence and excellence?

3. How can you deepen your experience of God’s love daily?
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Day 20: () Motivation Rooted in Love

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Write about a time when love motivated your efforts.
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2. 2. Reflect on how God’s love encourages you in challenges.

3. 3. Pray for a heart saturated with divine love.
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Day 20: () Motivation Rooted in Love

Prayer for Today

Gracious Father, fill me with Your love that I may do everything with genuine
care and faith. Let love inspire my diligence, bringing joy and purpose to all I
do. Help me to serve others and You out of overflowing love, reflecting Christ’s
heart in my work and life. Amen. @ /), &> /2
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Day 21: & Celebrating Growth in Wisdom
and Diligence
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Day 21: & Celebrating Growth in Wisdom and Diligence

Your Verse

Proverbs 4:7 - "The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost
all you have, get understanding.”

Supporting Scriptures

e James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God.”

e Psalm 90:17 - "May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the
work of our hands.”
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Day 21: & Celebrating Growth in Wisdom and Diligence

Devotional: Commit to Lifelong Wisdom and Faithful
Work

Congratulations on completing this journey toward wisdom and diligence!
The call of Proverbs urges us to pursue understanding at any cost.

Wisdom is a continual pursuit rooted in humble reliance on God. Diligence is
the faithful practice of that wisdom, shaping our lives for His glory and
blessing.

Review what God has taught you and celebrate your growth. Commit to keep
walking in wisdom and diligence, trusting God to establish the work of your
hands going forward.
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Day 21: & Celebrating Growth in Wisdom and Diligence

Reflect and Apply

1. What are your greatest takeaways from this study?
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2. How has your view of diligence and laziness changed?

3. What practical steps will you take to continue growing?
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Day 21: & Celebrating Growth in Wisdom and Diligence

Journaling Prompts

1. 1. Summarize your key lessons learned in this study.

2. 2. Write goals for applying wisdom and diligence in the future.

3.3. Pray a commitment prayer to God for ongoing growth.
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Day 21: & Celebrating Growth in Wisdom and Diligence

Prayer for Today

Lord, thank You for guiding me through this exploration of wisdom and
diligence. Help me to continue seeking understanding with all my heart and
to work faithfully at all You entrust to me. Establish the work of my hands and
use me for Your glory. Empower me daily to honor You in every task and
decision. May Your favor rest upon me always. Amen. f J\ () $%
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