Wisdom in Submission
and Trust

Explore how wisdom guides us to honor authorities
while trusting God's sovereign plan in life and
leadership.
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Introduction

Welcome to this 7-day journey exploring the wisdom God offers us in
submitting to authorities and trusting in His sovereign plans. In a world filled
with complex political, social, and personal dynamics, understanding how to
wisely navigate authority is essential. The Bible encourages believers not only
to obey governing powers but also to rest fully in God’s sovereign control over
all circumstances.

Why is this important?Because wisdom involves discerning when and how
to submit, when to pray, and how to maintain faith in God’s greater purpose.
Romans 13 reminds us that all authorities are established by God, and
submitting to them is part of our spiritual duty. Yet, as we do this, our ultimate
trust must remain anchored in God, recognizing that He reigns over kings
and governments alike.

Throughout this study, we'll dive into scriptures that teach us the balance
between respect for human authority and confidence in divine sovereignty.
Our devotionals will help us reflect on what it means to live wisely amid
challenges, to respond with grace and courage, and to honor God in all our
relationships with earthly leaders.

Get ready to deepen your understanding, challenge your perspectives, and
grow closer to God as we seek His wisdom together. Let's begin!
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Day 1: € God’s Order in Authority
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Day 1:  God’s Order in Authority

Your Verse

Romans 13:1 "Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is
no authority except that which God has established.”

Supporting Scriptures

e 1Peter 2:13 "Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human
authority.”

e Proverbs 21:1 "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it like
a watercourse wherever he pleases.”
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Day 1: © God’s Order in Authority

Devotional: God Establishes All Authority for His
Purpose

Understanding God’s Sovereignty Over Authority

Romans 13:1 challenges us to recognize that all authorities—governments,
leaders, institutions—are ultimately placed by God. This truth can be hard to
accept when human rulers fail or act unjustly. Yet, wisdom calls us to respect
the order God permits, knowing He can redirect even the hardest hearts.

Submitting to authority is not always easy, especially when we disagree with
decisions or face oppression. Still, the Bible teaches this submission is part of
living wisely under God’s design. It protects society, maintains peace, and
honors God’s hand in history.

As believers, we can trust that while earthly leaders have a role, God remains
King of kings. He sovereignly orchestrates events for His glory and our
growth, even through imperfect rulers.

Today, reflect on how you view authority. Do you see submission as a burden,
or as part of God’s wise order for our good and His glory? Pray for humility to
submit and clarity to trust His sovereign power behind every earthly throne.
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Day 1: © God’s Order in Authority

Reflect and Apply

1. In what areas do you struggle to trust God's control over authorities in
your life?

2. How does knowing God directs leaders’ hearts affect your attitude
toward them?

3. What practical ways can you respectfully submit to authorities this week,
even when you disagree?
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Day 1:  God’s Order in Authority

Journaling Prompts

1. Describe a recent situation involving authority where you struggled to
submit.

2. Write a prayer asking God to help you trust His sovereign plan in
governance.

3. Make a list of qualities you can develop to respond wisely to those in
authority.
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Day 1:  God’s Order in Authority

Prayer for Today

Lord God, thank You for establishing authorities according to Your perfect
plan. Help me bow my heart in humble submission even when it’s
challenging. Teach me to trust that You hold every leader’s heart and that Your
sovereign will transcends earthly powers. Strengthen my faith to honor those
in authority and to live wisely under Your guidance. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J)\

& %
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Day 2: €@ Wisdom to Obey and Discern
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Day 2: ©Q Wisdom to Obey and Discern

Your Verse

Romans 13:5 "Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only
because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Ecclesiastes 7:12 "Wisdom preserves those who have it.”
o Acts 4:19 "We must obey God rather than human beings!”
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Day 2: ©Q Wisdom to Obey and Discern

Devotional: Balancing Submission with Godly
Conscience

Walking the Line Between Obedience and Conscience

Our calling to submit to authorities involves wisdom beyond mere
compliance. Romans 13:5 highlights that submission is necessary not just
because of fear of punishment, but out of a sincere conscience before God.

Yet, Scripture also directs us to obey God above human commandswhen they
conflict (Acts 4:19). This means wisdom requires discernment—knowing
when to submit and when to respectfully stand firm in our faith.

God gives us a conscience shaped by His Word to navigate difficult situations
involving leaders and laws. Through prayer, reflection, and community, we
gain understanding of Him and learn how to respond wisely in complex
circumstances.

Today, consider how your conscience guides your actions related to authority.
Do you seek God’s wisdom to navigate obedience with faithfulness? Are you
prepared to stand for what is right while honoring those placed over you?
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Day 2: ©Q Wisdom to Obey and Discern

Reflect and Apply

1. How do you balance respecting authority with following God’s higher
law?

2. Can you recall a time when you had to stand firm in your faith despite
opposing rules?

3. What steps can you take to regularly align your conscience with God’s
Word?
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Day 2: ©Q Wisdom to Obey and Discern

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on a difficult decision involving authority where you sought God’s
wisdom.

2. Write down how you discern God’s voice when confronted with
conflicting commands.

3. List practical ways to cultivate a conscience sensitive to God’s guidance
daily.
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Day 2: ©Q Wisdom to Obey and Discern

Prayer for Today

Father, grant me wisdom to obey authorities with a clear conscience rooted in
Your truth. Help me discern when to submit and when to steadfastly follow
Your leading above all else. Keep my heart humble and my faith strong as I
navigate these challenges. May Your Spirit guide every decision. In Jesus’

name, Amen. J\, Q&> T
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Day 3: (» Trusting God in Uncertain Times
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Day 3: (% Trusting God in Uncertain Times

Your Verse

Proverbs 3:5-6 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your

own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight.”

Supporting Scriptures

e [saiah 41:10 "Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for [ am
your God.”

e Psalm 56:3 "When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.”
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Day 3: (% Trusting God in Uncertain Times

Devotional: Complete Trust Overcomes Fear and
Doubt

Placing Our Full Confidence in God

When earthly authorities seem unstable or unjust, our human instincts may
lead to fear or confusion. But Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us where true wisdom
lies—trusting God wholeheartedly rather than relying on our limited
perceptions.

Trust is an act of surrender that empowers us to submit to authorities calmly,
knowing that God guides our steps. He promises presence and protection in
every situation (Isaiah 41:10), inviting us to rest in His faithfulness.

As believers, placing full trust in God allows us to withstand anxiety and live
in peace, even amid oppressive systems or chaotic leadership. This trustis a
wise foundation for how we respond, pray, and act as citizens and followers of
Christ.

Today, evaluate the degree of your trust in God regarding current authorities
and your personal circumstances. Are you fully surrendering, or holding back
due to fear?
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Day 3: (% Trusting God in Uncertain Times

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears arise when thinking about submitting to imperfect
authorities?

2. How can trusting God more deeply change your response to challenging
leadership?

3. Where do you feel God inviting you to surrender control in your life
today?
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Day 3: (% Trusting God in Uncertain Times

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a past experience where trusting God brought you peace
amid uncertainty.

2. List fears related to authority and then write Scriptures that counter those
fears.

3. Record a prayer committing your fears and concerns to God’s care.
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Day 3: (% Trusting God in Uncertain Times

Prayer for Today

Lord, help me trust You fully when faced with uncertain leadership and
difficult situations. Teach me to lean on Your understanding, not my own, and
to find peace in Your presence. Strengthen my faith to submit with
confidence, knowing You are in control. Thank You for Your faithful guidance
every step of the way. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, (% € @
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Day 4: £ Living Wisely in Society
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Day 4: #2 Living Wisely in Society

Your Verse

Titus 3:1 "Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Matthew 22:21 "...‘Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is
Gods.”

e Philippians 2:14 "Do everything without grumbling or arguing.”
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Day 4: #2 Living Wisely in Society
Devotional: Wise Conduct Honors God and Society
The Gift of Wise Citizenship

God ministers through orderly society, and Titus 3:1 calls believers to be good
citizens by respecting rulership and demonstrating readiness to do good.
Wisdom reflects in our behavior—obedient, humble, and productive
members of the community.

By honoring authorities, even impertect ones, we witness God's peace and
righteousness to others. Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:21 remind us to
differentiate our duties between earthly government and God’s kingdom.

Living without complaint or strife, as Philippians 2:14 exhorts, amplifies our
testimony. Wisdom in submission is not passive resignation but active
engagement to promote good and reflect Christ's character.

Today, ask yourself how your actions show wisdom in society. Are you

proactive in doing good and honoring authorities with your attitude and
deeds?
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Day 4: #2 Living Wisely in Society

Reflect and Apply

1. How does your behavior toward authorities reflect your faith in God?

2. What does doing 'whatever is good' look like in your current community?

3. In what ways can you improve your attitude to better honor leaders and
witness Christ?
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Day 4: #2 Living Wisely in Society

Journaling Prompts

1. List actions you can take to submit wisely and do good in your local
context.

2. Reflect on how grumbling or arguing impacts your witness and write
ways to change that.

3. Write a commitment prayer to live humbly and honorably as a citizen of
both heaven and earth.
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Day 4: #2 Living Wisely in Society

Prayer for Today

Father, guide my heart to be a wise and obedient citizen, ready to do what is
good. Help me honor authorities through my actions and attitude, reflecting
Your love and peace in society. May my life be a testimony of Your grace as |
submit with joy and humility. In Jesus’ name, Amen. J\, #£ O %>
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Day 5: {§ Courage to Stand Firm
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Day 5: { Courage to Stand Firm

Your Verse

Daniel 3:16-18 "Even if..our God whom we serve is able to deliver us..we will
not serve your gods...”

Supporting Scriptures

o Acts 5:29 "We must obey God rather than human beings!”

e Joshua 1:9 "Be strong and courageous... for the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go.”

Bible Journaling Made Easy.
HOlYJOt www.holyjot.com


https://www.holyjot.com/

H{}ly](}t Wisdom in Submission and Trust Page 30 of 45

Day 5: { Courage to Stand Firm

Devotional: Wisdom Empowers Courage in Faith
Standing Firm When Faith and Authority Clash

There are moments when obeying man's authority would mean disobeying
God. The courageous stand taken by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in
Daniel 3 demonstrates wisdom intertwined with faithfulness.

They trusted God’s power yet refused to compromise their allegiance. Such
courage requires wisdom—knowing when to submit and when to stand firm
in obedience to God, despite earthly consequences.

Acts 5:29 underscores that God’s authority supersedes human commands in
matters of conscience. Joshua 1:9 encourages believers to be courageous,
knowing God is always with us.

Today, reflect on areas where you might need courage to uphold your faith.
Ask God for wisdom to discern when to respectfully submit and when to
resolutely obey Him above all.
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Day 5: { Courage to Stand Firm

Reflect and Apply

1. What fears hold you back from standing firm in your faith when
challenged?

2. How can wisdom help you balance respect for authority and obedience to
God?

3. Who inspires you by their courageous faith and how can you emulate
them?
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Day 5: { Courage to Stand Firm

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about a time you needed courage to stand up for your beliefs.

2. List scriptures that encourage you to be bold in faith.

3. Pray for specific courage and wisdom to face current challenges involving
authority.
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Day 5: { Courage to Stand Firm

Prayer for Today

Lord, give me the wisdom and courage to stand firm in my faith when it
conflicts with earthly authorities. Help me discern Your will clearly and grant
me strength to obey You above all else. Remind me continually that You are
with me in every trial. In Jesus’ powerful name, Amen. JA, & ©
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Day 6: @ Submission as Worship
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Day 6: @ Submission as Worship

Your Verse

Hebrews 13:17 "Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their
authority... so that their work will be a joy, not a burden.”

Supporting Scriptures

e Colossians 3:23 "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord.”

 Ephesians 5:21 "Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”
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Day 6: @ Submission as Worship

Devotional: Submitting to Authorities Honors God
Submission Beyond Obligation: An Act of Worship

Hebrews 13:17 invites us to submit to leaders with trust and joy so their
service isn’t hindered. Submission, when done with a heart aligned to God,
becomes an act of worship rather than mere duty.

Colossians 3:23 reminds us that everything is done ultimately for the Lord. By
respecting authorities and submitting willingly, we honor God who reigns
over all. Ephesians calls us to mutual submission out of reverence for Christ,
cultivating unity and peace.

When submission is an offering of love and respect, it uplifts not only leaders
but ourselves, deepening our relationship with God. Today, seek to worship
God through your attitude toward authority—submit joyfully and faithfully as
unto the Lord.
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Day 6: @ Submission as Worship

Reflect and Apply

1. How can submission to authority become an expression of worship for
you?

2. In what ways does your attitude toward leaders reflect reverence for
Christ?

3. What changes can you make to submit more joyfully and faithfully?
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Day 6: @ Submission as Worship

Journaling Prompts

1. Reflect on how your submission impacts your relationship with God.

2. Write a prayer dedicating your attitude toward leaders as worship.

3. List biblical ways to cultivate joy in submitting to authority:.
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Day 6: @ Submission as Worship

Prayer for Today

Gracious God, teach me to submit to authorities as an act of worship to You.
Help me cultivate a joyful, respectful heart that honors leaders and glorifies
Your name. May my obedience bring peace and encouragement to those who
serve, and may I draw closer to You through faithful submission. In Jesus’

name, Amen. /), @ g )
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Day 7: 3% Living Wisely Under God’s
Sovereignty
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Day 7: $% Living Wisely Under God’s Sovereignty

Your Verse

Romans 8:28 "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him.”

Supporting Scriptures

o Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord.
o Psalm 971 "The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad!”
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Day 7: $% Living Wisely Under God’s Sovereignty

Devotional: Wisdom Rooted in God’s Sovereign
Goodness

Embracing God’s Sovereignty for Peace and Wisdom

As we conclude our study, Romans 8:28 offers a powerful reminder that God
orchestrates all things—including authorities and circumstances—for the
good of those who love Him. Wisdom grows as we trust in His sovereign
goodness, even when earthly realities challenge us.

Believing in God’s plans (Jeremiah 29:11) equips us to live wisely and
peacetully under any leadership. The Psalmist celebrates the Lord’s reign,
inviting us to rejoice confidently because God’s kingdom is eternal and

unshakable.

Today, reflect on how the truth of God’s sovereignty shapes your view of
authority and your daily life. Can you fully surrender knowing God is always
at work for your good and His glory?

May your journey in wisdom continue forward, confident in God’s
unwavering reign!
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Day 7: $% Living Wisely Under God’s Sovereignty

Reflect and Apply

1. How does trusting God’s sovereignty bring peace amid challenging
leadership?

2. In what ways can you lean into the hope of God’s good plans for your life?

3. How will this study influence your ongoing attitude toward authority and
trust in God?
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Day 7: $% Living Wisely Under God’s Sovereignty

Journaling Prompts

1. Write about what God’s sovereignty means for your personal challenges.

2. List ways to remind yourself daily of God’s plan and control.

3. Pray a prayer of surrender, trusting the Lord with your life and
circumstances.
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Day 7: $% Living Wisely Under God’s Sovereignty

Prayer for Today

Lord, I thank You that You work for the good of those who love You. Help me
trust Your sovereign plan even when I don’t understand the authorities or
situations around me. Strengthen my faith to live wisely under Your reign and
to rest in Your eternal goodness. May my life glorify You in all things. In Jesus’

name, Amen. J\, 3% 7 &
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